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Chen Shaofeng FOREWORD

Of contemporary Ghinese young and middle-aged painters
many are graduates ol institutes of fine arts, while quite o
number of them have never been to college and become
painters through self-teaching. Wang Zhongnian, being a
distinguished figure of the latter group, proves himself to
be a painter well worthy of our attention

Warig Zhongnian, of Fengchen, Liaoning Province, born
in October, 1942, is a4 middle-aged man and, being rich in
experience and vigor, is in his [ull prime for aistic creation
He graduated from an attached middle school of Lu Xun
Institute of EingArts; after that, he studied Chinese paintings
under the instruction ofSome professors of the Institite. For
a long time wang worked at a cultural center as an assistant
of fine arts, a job that helps popularize fine arts and is
considered by many as ‘hopeless of improvement’, ‘a waste of
talent’, and ‘a waste of time’. However, Wang Zhongnian has
benelited himselt from this experience, exploring artistic torms
that are acceptable to ordinary people and thus making

himsell a painter of unique style. His long and close contact

with society provides him with an inexhaustable source of
inspiration and subject matters and enables hit 1o haye a mich
richer and more profound understanding of life and nature

Sidle

than those who would only occasionally go to the cour
or on a trop for sketching or ‘experience of life'. As a result
his works are representative of popular arts, being adaprable
to the needs of people. In his carly years, he mainly painted
human characters and tried his hand ar Various forms

Chinese painting, water color,oil painting, and even New Year

pictures and picture-story books. His well-known art of
landscape painting developed out of his experience of drawing
pictures for the New Year. There was, he tound, a great
demand among people to have scenery pictures and four-fold
screens in their drawing rooms for holiday decoratior
Consequently, he painted a series of “Landscape of the Four
Seasons’ screens (published in Liaoning Province), which wor
widespread welcome and sold hundreds of thousands ol copic
Ihereafier, Wang veceived many orders from other provinees
and came out with scores of landscape Zhong Tang (central
serolls) and four-fold screens. His works have been veprinted
times and again and have yet been often out of supply. His

Year

pictures and even unprecedented of the New Year pictures

success is extraordinary in the publication history of Ney

on landscape subjects
Hes

years i

irted Chinese wash landscape painting about ten

. with which he has made considerable progress dunin
this short time. Not satistied with what he had achieved
however, he came 1o Guangzhou in 1986 for a visit to th
Department of Chinese Painting, Guangzhou Instivute of

Arts, where he met fellow painters and studicd and painted

his an ascended 10 4 new

local seenery. Two vears la

height. Being mode mnd not just confined to himsell, Wan

wsimilates the strong pomts of various schools. greatly



enrichi

g and increasing his artistic expressiveness. His works merely redundant. The viewers, as the old saying w
demonstrate a remarkable mastery of techniques that reflect their own eves, and 1 wvuly believe so
the differences of mountains and waters, the shifts of the ===-__ -

seasons, and the subtle changes of rain, snow, mist and  doud. b -
Chen Shaoshen ell-knoy

1l

I'his period has witnessed the formation of his distinctive
style: strict, listic but expressive of feelings and thoughts
The celebrated painter Guan Shanyue writes for Wang's
Exhibition: ‘Nature is our teacher’. This is at the same time an
encouragement for and an acknowledgement of Wang’s artistic
practice. Wang deeply understands the vital importance of
nature for a landscape painter: it is not only the origin of
subject matters and creative inspiration, but the way to improve
one's artistic skills. So he looks at nature in an almost pious
attitude, observing, expe " ‘ncing and depicting it with great care
and sincerity. He is in n§ way likesthoseasight-seeing’ tourist
painters: his sketchings depict nowoily the appearances,
but characteristics and essence of the landscape, and he always

tangzhon Institute of Fine Arts

carefully choose the most appropriate forms and skills in

accordance with specific objects. As a vesult, his sketching
in large part creative and original -works reflecting the re

ata higher level. He strongly objects (o the careless way that
ual observation of nature and strokes a few lines

Just makes

and dots as the symbols of, say, hills, trees, and houses: he
condemns such practice as ine

1, but quite rarely. He believes even the best camera can

cusable laziness. He also uses

came

not replace one’s own eyes, heart and brush. A camera can
only be used as subsidiary means, capturing colors, airs or
scenes that cannot be put down for the moment. But complete
dependence on it and negligence of the artist’s own
observation 1s obviously not a sensible way.

Natural gift is no doubt critical for an artist or anyone in
other fields of science, literature and art. And yet Wang's artistic
achievement is much owing to, rather than talent, his devotion
and perseverance. The well-known painter Li Xiongcai, in
his words for Wang, says: There
but no “no pains, much gains” : such is the Tao of le;

xists “much pains, no gains”,
ning'
This is in fact a recognition of Wang's thorny and trying

artistic road,

Different from some so-called *high-browed' p:
Wang always keeps in mind the majority of people. His
exploration and his selection of forms and contents are connected
with the likes of people. As a result, many of his works are
New Year pictures; even those high-graded landscape paintings
also feature originality and popularity at t me (i
acceptable o both the genteel and the folk. This is indeed one
thing that Wang should take pleasure and pride in! Though
Wang can not claim to be perfect in this respect, it is the ulti
objective he strives after. Such effors are well worthy of our
applause and admiration,

1 meant to have more words for Wang's landscape paintings.
But there are the brilliant and well-printed works, which

nters,

nate

are the best speakers for themselves, so what I added would he
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