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Zhu Qizhan was born in 1892 in Taicang, Jiangsu Province. He is a
professor at the Department of Art of Shanghai University. He started by
learning traditional Chinese painting when a youngster but changed to oil
painting when still in his youth. He went to Japan twice to learn Western
painting. However, he returned to traditional Chinese painting in the fifties,
and has become particularly good at painting landscape, flowers, plants and
fruits. His paintings show that he is well versed in both modern and classic
knowledge and that they are outstanding specimens of Chinese skills merged
with that of the West. His is a school of its own in China’s fine art circles.

Qizhan has held individual exhibitions in Beijing and Shanghai, as well
as France, Singapore and Hongkong. In 1983 upon the invitation of the San
Francisco city government he produced a huge painting entitled Grapes for
the city’s international airport. He was invited in 1986 to lecture in the United
States. He received the Honor Prize during the Sixth National Exhibition of
Fine Arts. In March 1990 the Shanghai Art Gallery held an exhibition of his
paintings in anticipation of his centennial birthday. In April 1990 the
Hongkong Exhibition Center held a similar exhibition and published an
album entitled Paintings of the Famous Chinese Painter Zhu Qizhan. Among
his other published works are Paintings of Zhu Qizhan and Pi Si Ju on
Painting. Shanghai made a documentary entitled Zhu Qizhan the Painter. The
Shanghai Chinese Painting Studio published a book entitled Chronicle of the
Life of Zhu Qizhan.

The China Art Gallery, the Shanghai Art Gallery, the Great Hall of the
People in Beijing and many other places are collectors of his paintings. Zhu
Qizhan is undoubtedly a very important Chinese painter.

ZHU QIZHAN
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Liu Haisu was born in Changzhou, Jiangsu Province in 1896. He learnt
painting from his early childhood. In 1912, he and Wu Shiguang established
Shanghai Art School (now the Shanghai Art College). He studied and
introduced Western art and was the first to paint after models. In 1929, he
went to Europe and Indonesia to investigate art. In 1952 he served as president
of Huadong Art College and in 1979 president of Nanjing Academy of Art.

Mr. Liu was known for his Western painting and later he turned his
attention to traditional Chinese paintings. In his artistic creation he lays
importance on individuality and prefers free and easy style. He constantly
brings forth new ideas and forms a style of his own. He enjoyed high
popularity and held many personal painting exhibitions both at home and
abroad and published many albums.

In 1985 he became adviser of Chinese Art Association. In the same year
he was presented ‘‘Oscar’’ award by Italian National Academy and ‘‘World
Culture’’ award, Achievements Credential by International Art Federation
etc.. Mt Liu is a very influential artist.

LIU HAISU
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Dong Shouping was born in 1904 in Hongdong County, Shanxi
Province. Both his father and grandfather were painters and calligraphers. His
family had a large collection of calligraphic works and paintings of famous
artists of past dynasties and books and artifacts of different historical
periods. Shouping grew up in such surroundings and graduated in 1926 from
the Department of Economy of the Beijing Dongfang University. The
influence of a highly intellectual family coupled with rigorous self-education
enabled him to acquire a painting style of his own. The first exhibition he held
of his paintings in 1938 in Chengdu, Sichuan Province, was very well received.

In 1935 he became an editor at the Rong Bao Zhai Studio in Beijing.
During his stay at the studio he trained a number of technicians who could
copy ancient Chinese paintings.

In 1979 he was invited by the Great Hall of the People to do a very large
painting in the traditional Chinese style entitled Dark Green Pines. It showed
tall and graceful pines reaching into the sky. He was in Tokyo in the winter of
the same year to show twelve of his paintings.

Paintings of the Exhibition of Dong Shouping’s Ink and Wash was
published in Tokyo in 1985 and quickly spread throughout Japan. He and
former Japanese Prime Minister Yasuhiro Nakasone exchanged each other’s
calligraphic works.

Shouping was invited in February 1989 to Singapore to hold the
Exhibition of the Paintings of Dong Shouping which was enthusiastically
received.

Shouping’s artistic success is multi-faceted. His painting style is
vigorous and unsophisticated; his wielding of the brush and application of ink
is ingenious, which in turn produces pictures that are majestic, fresh and
elegant, and infused with the spirit of our times. Many of his works such as
Paintings of Dong Shouping have been published. He is now a council
member of the Chinese Calligraphers’ Association, honorary chairman of the
Beijing Society for the Research of Traditional Chinese Painting, committee
member of the Chinese People’s Political Consultative Conference, and
deputy director of the Calligraphy and Painting Studio of the Chinese
People’s Political Consultative Conference.

DONG SHOUPING
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