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09:45-10:00
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Conference Chair : Ms. Pl-Shia Huang / Children's Bureau Ministry of the
Interior R.0O.C

Conference Chair : Mr. Ming-Jer Wang / Taiwan Fund for Children and
Families

Conference Chair : Dr. Su-Hwa Pong /Nation Taiwan Normal University
Graduate institute of Social Work

10:00-11:00

Plenary Session |
American Child Protection System & Its Innovation
Keynote Presenter : Dr.Raymond S. Kirk / University of North Carolina

11:00-12:00

Plenary Session |l
German Child Protection System & Its Innovation
Keynate Presenter : Dr. Heinz SUnker / University of Wuppertal
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13:00-14:00 English Child Protection System & Its Innovation
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Keynote Presenter : Dr. Christine Harrison / i..[nlverslty of Warwick
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Keynote Presenter : o )I|2[iE311%(Dr. Kojun Furukawa) / Toyo University
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Break: Café Conversations
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Plenary Session V

Taiwan Child Protection System & Its Innovation

Keynote Presenter : Ms. Pi-Shia Huang / Children's Bureau Ministry of the
Interior R.0.C

16:30

Conference Adjourn
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Presenter © & J||ZZNE#$5(Dr. Kojun Furukawa) / Toyo University

10:20—10:301—Break: Café Conversations

10:30-12:30

Protective Measures and Services

Moderator : Dr. Li-Chen Cheng / National Taiwan University

Presenter : Ms. Sabine Walther / German child defense association

Presenter : Tzu-Hui Lee /Taiwan Fund for Children and Families Taipeli
Branch Office

Presenter : Ms..Jo Moran-Ellis / University of Surrey

12:30-13:30

Luncheon

13:30-16:00

Family Preservation Practice Model
Moderator * Dr. Hon-Yei Yu / National Taiwan University

Presenter : Dr. Charlotte Booth / Institute for Family Development
Presenter : Dr. Shelly Leavitt / Institute for Family Development
Presenter : Dr. Christine Harrison / University of Warwick

Dr. Su-Hwa Pong /Nation Taiwan Normal University Graduate institute of
|Social Work

16:45-17:15

Closing Remarks

Conference Chair : Ms. Pi-Shia Huang / Children's Bureau Ministry of the
Interior R.O.C

Conference Chair : Mr. Ming-ler Wang / Taiwan Fund for Children and
Families

Conference Chair : Dr. Su-Hwa Pong /Nation Taiwan Normal University
Graduate institute of Social Work

17:15

Conference Adjourn
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An Introduction to the U.S. Child Protection
System:Its Underlying and Changing Ideologies
and Political/Cultural Context

Raymond S. Kirk, PhD
Emeritus Research Professor
School of Social Work University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill

Authors Note:

This paper has been prepared as a background for the upcoming
international conference on child protection systems, to be held in Taipei,
Taiwan, October 18-19, 2006.

The author has made every effort to support and document the substance
of this paper using citations that are available through the World Wide Web, in
order to facilitate accessing original materials by persons not living in the
United States, and therefore perhaps not having access to academic journals
with limited distributions. The sources and their “www” addresses are
provided in the reference section. Virtually all of the references cited herein
are accessible directly or indirectly using the web addresses provided, or by
accessing the U.S. Child Welfare Information Gateway at
http://www.childwelfare.gov
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Introduction

To understand the child protection system in the U.S,, it is necessary to
understand the origins of the U.S. as a nation and the underlying principles of
its democratic government. To understand the way the U.S. government
strives to protect its children, it is necessary to understand the various forces
that operate at the governmental, racial, ethnic and religious levels within U.S.
society, and to understand the political, social and cultural context within
which child protection occurs in the U.S.

The United States is a country born of a revolution that began in the 1770s
and ended in 1783 with Great Brittan's recognition of a free and independent
United States of America. Since that time, the U.S. has existed as an alliance
of semi-independent States united under one Federal Constitution that
established and sets forth the structure of the U.S. government. Thus, the U.S.
has had the same constitution and democratic form of government for more
than 220 years. Having such a long period of governmental stability,
especially with respect to the constitutional guarantees afforded to individuals
and families, one might expect that the U.S. also would have a long history of
governmental protection of its children. However, that is not the case. The
official interest of the government in the safety and protection of children has
been a fairly recent phenomenon. The reasons for the apparent delay in
official governmental protection of children stem from the evolution of society
in the U.S. during its entire history, even predating is emergence as a sovereign
nation.

Although the U.S. was born of revolution and separation from British rule,
it is a nation comprised of immigrants from foreign countries all over the
world, beginning with its original European immigrants. For several hundred
years, the immigrants were primarily from Western Europe and came to North
America to cscape religious persecution in theircountries of origin. Later,
groups of European immigrants came to the U.S. to take advantage of its new
form of government and its economic opportunities. In the past 200 years,
immigrants have come to the U.S,, sometimes in large numbers, from many
other parts of the world. Although most immigrants came to the U.S. eagerly
and voluntarily, in the case of Blacks from Africa during the era of the slave
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trade, large numbers came to the U.S. involuntarily. Today, in addition to tens
of millions of persons of European descent and African descent, there are large
numbers of immigrants and their descendents from Eastern European
countries, India, Japan, China, other Asian countries, countries in the Middle
East and Central and South America. Most recently, several million Mexicans
have immigrated into the U.S.

As a result of this history of immigration, the U.S. comprises a varied mix
of different races, cultures, ethnicities and religions, each enjoying protection
under the U.S. constitution which guarantees, in law, that their rights to
practice their religious beliefs and to retain their cultural and ethnic identity
will not be abridged by the government.

Today the large majority of racial, ethnic and religious groups coexist
peacefully in the U.S. However, as they arrived in the U.S. over the years,
each racial, ethnic or religious group experienced some degree of suspicion,
and sometimes discrimination, from other groups whose language, cultural
identity and religious beliefs are different. In addition, it should be noted that
these suspicions and discrimination are not limited to new immigrant
populations, but sometimes are directed by the immigrant populations towards
indigenous populations. This was the case with the indigenous American
Indian population, and was particularly true in the U.S. during the 19th
century, when the numerous non-indigenous populations were expanding the
mid-western and western U.S. When necessary, the U.S Congress passes new
laws to reassert the protections of life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness that
all 1.8, citizens are supposed to enjoy under the Constitution. That is one of
the primary responsibilities of the U.S. government.

Thus, the U.S. is a nation that has experienced a very stable government for
more than 2 centuries, but also is a nation whose population is constantly
changing. The federal and state governments are vigilant to assure
Constitutional protections for all citizens, regardless of race, ethnicity, culture
or religion, Hand in hand with these assurances is the assurance that U.S.
citizens are protected from unreasonable interference in their individual and
family lives, It is the long history of reluctance of the government to interfere
in family life that has led to the much shorter history of the government's
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