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Guo Rong Hui Director of Fujian Provincial Education Commission

The legacy of education is like a fong Jdong rver
Howing  through the eight  parts of Fujian,
(" Bamin")and enriching its soil. A poem simgs its
prases

Eustern Zhou gave Confucius and Southern
Song -Zhe Xi:

To wunderstand Old China’s civilisation . watch
Taishang and Wiyi.

But education in modern Fujian has had its charac-
teristic featares. Church schools brought in knowl-
edge of scinece while preaching the Gospel: the
schaol of Westernization fonnded the Naval Academy
of Mawei. Fuzhou.and turned it into the cradie of
China's navy and its engineers and techricians ;over-
seas Chinese, won acclum jrom geople everywhere
for raising fund to establish such admirable institu-
tions of learning as Amay University and the Jimei
School Village
democratic personages and members of revolutionary
parties and schools whick fostered persans with in-
tegrity and idealism and committed 1o antt-impereal-
ist and anti- feudafistic causes:the communists set up
wartime schools in the Soviet Area and tronsformed
them . through trial and error.into a fullyfledged
system of new-styled education. However . education
systems of the past are inadequate for the present
meeds and were limited by the conditions under which
they developed. The total enrolment of the primary

an unprecedented achievement s

and high schools of the whole province in 1919 was
only 1 . of its pupulation and there were anly 3,710
students in all universities and professional schools.

Inheriting the past and facing the future. the
people of Fujian in New China forged ahead in pro-
moting education. New schools were springing up like
mushrooms after the rain. The province won the the
title a Nationwide Redftag Advanced Unit in Fight-
ing Iliiteracy and Popularizing the Standard Chinese
Pronunciation. The quality of its secondary education
was commendable tn 1he coundry. Significantly an the
Jurer of the reform and opening .Fujian has success-
fully seized opportunities to implement the strategic
decision of * wingign by resourcefulness" with daz-
ding results. By the end of 1991 ,the province had an
overall enralment of U, U1 00 students (of which
LUKt were at college) .representing ?8.% ¢ of its
populationwhich was 5. =" over the overall enrol-

. T . L
¢ Tide of Promoting Education Across Bam

ment of 17 and 21,8« over that of 1919. The of-
ficially annonnced coverage of compulsory education
in primary schools furior high schools wes 100%
and &7
eracy rate for young men qnd women fell from 90%

before Liberation 1o 5% ,

respectively of the population. Fhe itlit-

During the gast V. years a total of 376,000
students have received college edwcation and 512,000

students have been trained at professiomal schoals:

Sut. v graduated from jumior and semior high
schools and s 21 ar agriculteral vocational
schaols of the secondary level. Altegether. the num-
bers of thew cutegories of Students froined since

ST amount o 0201, 75 1. BT and 21. 6 times re-

apectively of the sum totals of their coumterparts
during the previous 2% years.

Just as spring rain quickens the growth of rice
seedlings .o generations of education foster persons
of outstunding ability. The galaxy of talent shining
in the skies over " Bamin"or Fujian are represented
by How Debang and Chen Jingrun .etc .-

Fujian high school students competing af the
International Academic Olympiad have won six gold
medals . two silver medals and one bronze for seven
consecutive years.

Researches in Fujion’s institutions of higher
fearning have veilded fruitful results. To date, they
have won the State Invemtion Award both Special
Grade and the First Gradethe State Natural Science
Award . two First Grades-and three Secend Grades;
State Technical Progress Awerd .six Second Grades;
the Thirdgrades prizes among the three Great State
Awards and the Firstgrade Provincial and Miristeri-
al Awards totaling 17 items.

Fujian’s educational circles have established co-
wperution with mare than 300 schools and similar a-
cademic bodies from more than 2unations and re-
gions, The educational exchange between Fujian and
Taiwan is expanding dayhy day.

This pictorial gives but @ profile variety of these
vivid actrvisies, Face te face with the challenges of a
new century. the CPC Committee and the Peapie’ s
Gavernment of Fujian Prowince have eavisaged a
blue print for stronger education in the province. Let
us all lowk forward to & grander upswing in the days
to come
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1. An Ambitious
Dream Comes
True: The Laying
of a Foundation

The popularization of

clementary education is a goal

pursucd by our predecessors for a
long time. Even as fate as 1949,
only 16.3% of school age
children were able to go to

primary schools. But it was the i

new historic occassion that made
possible the realisation of the
dream step by step. Thus.by 1985
wis  universalized  clementary
education in most parts of the
province. At present. 99. 697 of
the children of school age enter
primary schools and 82.62% of
their graduates proceed to junior
high. The officially announced
coverage of compulsory education
in primary and junior high
schools was 100% and 80. 2V

respectively of the population
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