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Preface

My brother-in-law, Lin HuaKun was born in a distinguished family in Shipu,
Xiangshan, in Zhejiang Province. His ancestors came from Fujian and did
business in Shipu. He had three ships. At the head of the ships were fish
heads with golden eyes in them. His grandfather shipped specialties (such as
timber, longan and litchi fruit) from Fujian to Shipu. His house was also built
with the timber shipped from Fujian. The Lin Clan was a distinguished family
in Shipu. Grandfather had three sons, and my brother-in-law was the son of
the eldest son. His parents died when he was young and so he was brought
up by his auntie and taken care of by the old house keeper and his uncle, who
was the 2nd plutes in the town. My brother-in-law graduated from Xiaoshi
Middle School in Ningbo, and got married with my elder sister by a marriage

interview during Anti-Japanese period.

We used to live in Peking, but after the July 7th Incident of 1937, our family
moved back to Xiangshan. My elder sister, Chiang Sho Cheng graduated from
law school, Peking Chaoyang University, and got married in 1938.The county
governor was held as the minister of the wedding.The wedding was held in a
modern style and my sister wore a new style wedding dress. The glamorous
wedding was a whoop-up to the country and people around the county all
believed that Lin Family was as outstanding as before. My sister was a very
active person. She loved sports and artistic activities when she was in
college. After marriage, my sister kept the family in good order and was very
nice to all the members in the family from servants to housekeepers. And even
the loyal old generation servants had a high opinion of her. My sister had two
sons and three daughters after marriage. During the War time, the bandits

were quite wild, so they kept the children in the county. They themselves



went back and forth from the county to Shanghai in order to keep our
brother-in-law safe. At last, they settled down in Shanghai, though they were

much older than me, we were still very close.

In May, 1949, Shanghai was in a tense situation. My father helped them leave
Shanghai. They left together for Taiwan. At that time, life in Taiwan was quite
hard. Brother-in-law worked in the court and sister worked in the legislature
and the Chung Hsing Literate Library. And after a longtime of overwork,
brother-in-law died at the age of 44 in the spring of 1964. My elder sister,
Chiang Sho Cheng worked in the legislature for more than 30 years. For
many years, she took care of her parents in Taiwan, and then lived with her
son in Taipei, Beijing and Shanghai; sometimes she went back to the USA and
sometimes to mainland China to visit relatives and friends. Accompanied
with ancient poetries and Peking Opera, my sister had quite a happy time in
her old days. In 2003, she suffered from pancreas cancer and passed away ten
month later at the age of 88 in Shanghai.

The eldest son of my sister, James Lin was born in Shanghai and received the
love and care of his parents and grandparents. In 1948, my father Chiang
Shao Tzu visited Taiwan as the representative of National Assembly Delegate
as most of areas in North China at that time had been liberated. In January
1949, my father asked our family to come to Taiwan, and my mother also took
James with her. My father sent James to a boarding school which was
established by his old friend from Peking, educationist Chang Sheue Men.
The other four children were still in the hometown and were taken care of by
the housekeeper and nanny. In 1964, the 2nd son set out and was swallowed
by aflood, it was really a heart breaking moment for the whole family.The three

daughters, Lin Guory, Lin Guoya, and Lin Guoshen were all raised during the



War time and worked very hard to establish their families. Now, their children
have all achieved a lot in their careers. They have even bought houses in

Shanghai. Most of them live a well-off life with their children in Shanghai.

It seems that James was really a lucky person during the War time, as he was
always near his parents and grandparents. When he was in Shanghai, his
mother brought him to school every day, which made the other children of
the building envy him. He was a very lovely boy with a fine character, even
the guards in the International Hotel would give him a salutation when he
passed. When he took the school bus with his auntie who studied in FuDan
University, the driver told him:"You are welcomed by FuDan University when
you are grow up!" At last, he studied hard and got his master and doctorate
degree in America. Dr. James Lin became the director in world famous
hi-tech company. He was later sent to China as the CEO of the company. He
also took a lot of time and effort to educate his children. His three sons are all

very diligent and now have decent jobs.

Though Dr.Lin and | are not of the same generation, he is around my age.We
have always had a happy time together wherever we were. It was a great
time in Taiwan at early age, or later in the USA and sometimes in Shanghai as
well. Just like the old saying: Uncle and nephew share a lot of similarities, we
are quite the same in many ways, just like brothers. Now, it really gratifies me

that Dr.Lin devotes his every effort in compiling of the genealogy.

Dr. Martin Chiang

Chairman of American Ballroom Company
President of Chiang’s Enterprise, Inc.

Los Angeles, USA, 2008
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Preface

Having known Dr.James Lin for more than twenty years, | can say that he is a
man of many talents. He has many great accomplishments in the areas of
social development and the well being of people around him. For this, he

deserves respect from both his ancestors, as well as his descendants.

Twenty years ago, on the 90th anniversary of Shanghai’s Jiao Tong University,
Dr.James Lin was invited to make a speech on technology. He gave a speech
on the application of supercomputers, which was greatly applauded by those
that attended. The students felt that they profited a lot from Dr. Lin, and held

him in high esteem as an elite in the area of modern computer technology.

In 2004, Dr. James Lin and his wife, Ellen Tai Lin, established a scholarship in
the name of his parents, Mr. Lin HuaKun and Mrs. Chiang Sho Cheng at
Shanghai Jiaotong university. The scholarship was created to support the
excellent students with financial difficulties from Xiangshan, Ningbo, the
hometown of Dr. James Lin. When the scholarship was awarded for the first
time, he attended the ceremony. He was accompanied by his wife and two of
his sons. At the ceremony we could see his deep affection for his hometown.
His dedication and sense of filial piety towards his clan, benefits greatly many
of the younger generation. It will be remembered and respected by us all.

When giving back to society, Dr. James Lin does what ever he can to see that
society can benefit the most. This explains a saying “Those that are part of a
society, will add to it” As fellow countrymen to Dr. James Lin, the villagers all
feel very grateful that a good tradition can now be handed down generation
to generation, which will be a great benefit to both the country and its
people.

10



Dr.Lin has not only achieved a lot in his career, but he also has a great passion
for creating and recording genealogies. Genealogies are great for the
younger generation to learn from not only their ancestor’s achievements but
also the spirit of each generation before them. It is a truth known to all, that
the prosperity of a society, of a nation, is because of the contribution of pros-
perous families. It is therefore, my pleasure to write this preface for the gene-
alogy.

It is a wonderful thing to compile and create a genealogy, to record history

and the beautiful culture and tradition of the present and past to benefit the

younger generation.

Pre-President of Jiaotong University
Academician of China Engineering Academy
Dr.Weng Shillie

2008
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Preface of the Lin Clan’s genealogy from Shipu Ningbo

1. In the summer of 2007, James Lin, a descendant of the Lin clan in Shipu,
Ningbo, decided to compile all the information he could about the geneal-
ogy of his clan’s history. It was because of a heated discussion that James had
with some relatives that he decided to do this. He began to collect written
accounts of the clan’s history, as well as interviews, funds for printing, and
input from others on how to complete the work.

2. Creating historical genealogy accounts are a large part of Chinese culture.
In the past the written genealogies under the feudal way of thinking was to
be kept private and part of the family. It was a superstition that it must be
kept so, until recent history. Now such works can be read freely. They inspire
beauty and understanding in both family members and friends of the family
that read them. For the descendants of a clan, like the Lin clan, it is a very
good chance for the members to capture the spirit and beauty of their clan’s
heritage. At this present time, there is even more of a reason to capture in
writing the beautiful events and memories of the Lin Clan. It is the hope that
the abundance of beauty, wealth, and prosperity of the present clan, is one

that will inspire future Lin Clan members to constantly maintain in their lives.

3. One of the first steps in the process was to read all the genealogies from
the Xian Shan area. From this we can arrive at a good understanding of not
only the clan’s history, but of its ethics and moral principles. Part of the gene-
alogy is not only about beauty, but about admonitions of events from the
elders of the clan. This is also an important part of a culture, where elders are
respected. They love and devote themselves to their family and clan mem-
bers. Thus the purpose of the genealogy is to help the Lin clan’s future
descendants to not only learn about their history, but to also learn about the
successes and lessons from this point in the Lin Clan’s history. It is believed
that this will be a work that will be beneficial for generations to come.
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