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The Shikumen (literally meaning “stone-framed gate” ) is a
characteristic architectural style of Shanghai. A Shikumen house has a
black-painted stone-framed gate with a decorated pediment, hence the
name. Beyond the gate is a small courtyard, and in the main space
facing south are the living room on the ground floor and the main
bedroom for the owner on the second floor. On the left and right
wings are side rooms and in the back is a kitchen. The Shikumen
features a wonderful combination of the Western architecture with the
traditional Chinese influences.

The Shikumen appeared in the late 19th century as the local realty
developers built blocks of townhouses for the dramatic inflow of
population. The heyday of the Shikumen arrived in the 1920s and
1930s, and entire blocks of Shikumen houses built in that period have
survived till today in relatively good repair. There are a lot of
variations in the Shikumen’ s structures and decorations.
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