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One word is worth
one thousand pieces of gold

Lu Bu-wei, a great trader of the State of Qin who lived in
the period of the Warring States, became the prime minister after he
had succeeded in assisting King Zhuang Xiang to the throne. Three
years later, in the year 246 B.C., Zhuang Xiang passed away and was
succeeded by his crown prince Zheng who later became the First
Emperor of Qin. King Zheng also appointed him as prime minister and
addressed him respectfully as his adopted father.

During that time, Xin Ling Jun of the State of Wei, Chun
Shen Jun of the State of Chu, Ping Yuan Jun of the State of Zhao and
Meng Chang Jun of the State of Qi were well known for their close
association with and hospitality for scholars.

In the view of Lu Bu-wei, a great and strong state like Qin
would become a laughing stock by lagging behind them in this respect.
So he also retained a lot of scholars whose number eventually reached
three thousand. At that time, eloquent and persuasive scholars who
worked for the feudal lords of the various states (such as Xun Zi and his
disciples) were engaged in philosophical writing and making their ideas
known to the people. In order to make himself well known, Lu Bu-wei
asked his scholar-retainers to write articles expounding their ideas and
recording their experiences. Such articles came to nearly 200,000 words
and were collected in more than thirty volumes known as Lu Shi Chun
Qiu {The Spring and Autumn of the House of Lu).

Lu Bu-wei regarded the Lu Shi Chun Qiu as a book contain-
ing essays on a very wide range of subjects from all that was under
heaven to the history of the distant and recent past. He displayed this
book at the gate of the walled city of Xian Yang. Above this book were
hung one thousand pieces of gold offered as a reward for anyone able
to improve upon the book by adding or deleting one word. This saying
is now used to describe the value of a well-written essay.
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Killing two birds with
one arrow

Chang-sun Sheng lived during the period from the Northern
Zhou to the Sui Dynasty. He excelled in martial arts, particularly
archery. He was also a good strategist and tactician. During that period,
the Turks in the north, well-known for their bravery and fighting, often
came down south to raid the territories of Zhou and Sui dynasties. In
the resistence against and the subduing of the Turks, Chang-sun Sheng
made great constributions with his military achievements.

During the reign of Emperor Xuan of the Northern Zhou
Dynasty (579—581 A.D.), She Tu, the chieftain of the Turks, sent an
envoy to ask for a Chinese girl to be married to him. Emperor Xuan
‘appointed the daughter of Lord of Zhao as the Golden Princess for the
proposed marriage. To show off their respective strength, the Zhou
court and She Tu mutually sent brave men as their envoys. In the case
of the Zhou court, Chang-sun Sheng was sent as the envoy with Yu-wen
Shen-ging as his deputy to escort the Golden Princess to the land of the
Turks.

There were a few scores of others accompanying them on
this mission but She Tu liked only Chang-sun Sheng and kept him there
for one whole year during which he often went hunting with his guest.

One day, when they were on such a hunting trip in the
wlldamess they came across two birds flying in the sky fighting for a
piece of meat. They were chasing each other with their wings fluttering
powerfully and their talons extended aggressively trying to get at each
other. She Tu then gave Chang-sun Sheng two arrows and asked him to
shoot down the two birds.

Having taken the arrows, Chang-sun Sheng went chasing the
birds on his horse. At that time, the two birds happened to have caught
hold of each other in a tussle. Chang-sun Sheng took a good aim at
them with his bow and arrow. With a whish, the arrow went off and
pierced through the throats of the two birds which came tumbling
down.
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Upon seeing this, She Tu was extremely delighted and
ordered his relatives and trusted men to learn archery from Chang-sun
Sheng who also took the opportunity provided by his stay in the land
of the Turks to make a secret study of the contentious relations amongst
the Turkish tribes and the topography of the country. After his return
to his homehand, Changsun Sheng achieved great success in fighting off

the aggression by the Turks on the strength of his inside knowledge
about them.

This saying of “killing two birds with one arrow" was
derived from this story. It means the same as killing two birds with one
stone.
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To rouse the spirit
with one drum beat

During the Spring and Autumn period of China, the various
states fought amongst themselves for supremacy. In the year 684 B.C.,
the State of Qi attacked the State of Lu. Duke Zhuang of Lu and Cao
Gui led their soldiers to resist the Qi army.

Lu and Qi had taken up their respective positions, the war
drum of the Qi side was beaten first and the stirring sound of the drum
_sent the Qi army charging in the direction of the Lu army. At this time,
Duke Zhuang of Lu also wanted to have his drum beaten but was
stopped by Cao Gui. The Qi side then beat the second round of the
dfum and the Qi soldiers came charging nearer. Duke Lu was about to
beat the drum when he was again stopped by Cao Gui.

At the third round of the drum, the Qi soldiers were fast
approaching the position of the Lu army of which the soldiers had been
so aroused that they were like arrows on stretched bow strings ready to
shoot off upon release. It was at that time that Cao Gui asked Duke
Zhuang to beat the drum.

Upon hearing the drum, the Lu army roared into action,
sweeping across the field like thunderous storm. The Qi army was
unable to withstand such a powerful onslaught and was beaten into
immediate retreat.

Duke Zhuang decided to give chase immediately but was
advised against this course of action by Cao Gui who preferred to take a
look first at the ruts left by the the Qi chariots. He noticed that the ruts
swere in a state of utter disorder. When he looked at the Qi soldiers he
saw them running off in retreat with their flags in complete disarray.
Having so satisfied himself that the enemy soldiers were really running
away in defeat, Cao Gui then advised Duke Zhuang to order the pursuit
of the enemy soldiers. In the end, the Lu army won the decisive victory.
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