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Location of Kaili in the People’s Republic of China
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Kaili

One of the Ten World-Wide Tourist Destinations
of Returning to Simplicity and Nature
One of the Ten Protection Circles of Ethnic
Minorities’ Cultures

Kaili, a place where mountains and rivers are charming and fascinating and locals are
honest and unsophisticated. has a strong appeal for people to travel around.

When people are torn of the busy and noisy city, they have a desire to return nature
and experience it. People look for it, call for it, and finally they find it. It is located in
the southeastern part of Guizhou plateaugin the Miaoling Mountains, on the Qingshui
River.

It is Kaili that is surrounded with green mountains and emerald water.

Its richness and colorfulness is beyond our description.

Kaili is the center of the Miao people of the world. Kaili lies in the inland of a
territory with a large Miao population and is one of “the Ten Protection Circles of
Ethnic Minorities™ Cultures™ with integrity of multi A nationalities and a perfect preser-
vation of traditional ethnic culture.

Kaili is the center of ethnic customs in the eastern tourist route of Guizhou Prov-
ince. It is well-known for “home to one hundred festivals™. There are hundreds of
colorful traditional ethnic festivals that are living museums of ethnic customs. Only if
visitors are in Kaili, can they feel the strong flavor of ethnic customs as well as beautiful

scenes of a modern city.
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[ a Miao Village




Kaili is “home to lusheng-pipe” and “sea of songs and dances™. Both lusheng;pipe and singing and dancing
are of ethnic characteristics at home and abroad. Numerous domestic and overseas visitors overwhelmingly
admire what they see. All things reflect oriental culture, such as golden tunes of love song by the lusheng-pipe.
sweet and pleasing flying song of the Miao, exciting and fierce bullfight, fascinating pole-supported house of
the Miao, the Miao’s unique ethnic craftsmanship like silver ornament, cross-stitch, embroidery, batik, etc.

Kaili’s “fish in sour soup™ and “fish for the Miao’s chieftain”, which is based en a sour or hot taste with
a thousand-year history, has been popular in China and known throughout the whole world. The Miao’s fish
wins its appraisal and reminds people of their unforgettable experience.

Kaili is one of the ten world-wide tourist destinations of “returning to simplicity and nature”. There are
wonderful pictures of mountains and rivers, for example, the magnificent Mount Xianglu-“the First Mountain
of Qianyang”, the exquisite Yudong Cave, the magic ancient Pingliang Gorge, the lovely Sickle Bay, the clear
and crystal Bala River, etc.

Thanks to the courage, simplicity, diligence and kindness of the people, Kaili has traditions and cultures
of its own.

The praising humanistic scenic spots, the simple and unconsffained rural life, the real sainthood interper-
sonal relations, the bold, uninhibited and warm-hearted natural characteristics, etc are all displaying the spirit
and value of Kaili, which attracts people to take great pains to study on Kaili's sincerity and mystery.

" When I skip from one photo to another of Kaili, I am excited and shocked by most wonderful pictures.
My heart is thrilled with the emerald mountain and bamboo covering all fields and with the clear and elegant
Qingshui River. I am struck with the bullfight, the Miao’s costumes with silver ornaments, the light and quick
lusheng-pipe dance and the appetizing Miao food. I see groups of the Miao’s straightforward girls and boys
gathering on the lusheng dancing ground and having lusheng dance or bronze dance. My soul is intoxicated
with the old, deep, dignified and unaffected traditions and cultures.

Kaili is a rising brilliant pearl in the Miaoling Mountains of Guizhou plateau. How eager I am to nestle
myself to your arms away from sound and noise of a city to warm my tired and unconcerned heart, to
appreciate your original ethnic customs, to enjoy beautiful scenery of returning nature, to mix myself together
with the sea of songs and dances, to sing heartily and to have a wild time,...
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Ethnie Cu§tom

Thanks to its simple and colorful ethnic customs as well as its rich
and peculiar ethnic cultures, Kaili is designated as a center of ethnic
custom in the east tourist route of Guizhou province. Inhabiting here
for generations, the ethnic groups of the Miao and others have created
their own brilliant and traditional cultures during their long period of
work and life. With trees and bamboo planted everywhere, the ethnic
people build their villages near mountains and live in a compact way.
They are plenty of festivals. Whenever there is an important occasion,
ethnic people have a getstogether for singing and dancing and the place
becomes “a world of songs and a sea of dances”. The different people
have different customs and folkways. The typical ones exist in ethnic

villages of Zhouxi, Nanhua, Qingman, Matang and Wengxiang.
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The Dong Drum Tower

F2E i J#% - The Miao’s Pole-supported House
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Sisters’ Passion
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Fish in Sour Soup
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Sisters’ Rice
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Greeting Festival
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Home to One Hundred
Festivals

Kaili is reputed as “home to one hundred festivals™. There are as
many as 135 traditional ethnic festivals. The main ones are lusheng-
pipe Festival, the Miao Spring Festival, the New Rice Tasting Festival,
The Mountain Climbing Festival, the Sisters’ Festival, the Wood Drum
Festival, the Bull Fighting Festival, and the Guzhang Festival. People




gathering for the festival can be as many as fifty or sixty thousand. People of different nationalities sing and
dance; the place will become bustling and boisterous. The folk songs and cances here are characteristic. They
are ancient Miao songs. flying songs, polyphonal songs, wine songs, love songs, balads, Miao’s lusheng dance,
wood drum dance, stool dance, bronze drum dance, etc. When the Spring Festival or holidays come, the Miao
girls, dressing up carefully and wearing their best costumes, sing sweet flying songs to young fellows, play love
tune of the lusheng-pipe and dance in simple and pleasing lusheng dance, bronze drum dance and stool dance.

During the festival. there are also exciting popular activities like bull fighting, bird fighting, rooster fighting,

horse racing and so on. Numerous participants constitute a great multitude of crowds and a scene of great joy.







