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Preface

Chinese students of politics will, I am sure, find much to interest them in

Mr. Fan’s book. It is a careful study of the salient features of two remarkable
institutions the liké of which has hardly yet developed in any other country.
Both the British Premiership and the American Presidency represent types of

controlied leadership the understanding of which in China is of great importance.

For the occupants of these offices have at once room for the exercise of wide
powers; while, at the same time, they are under the constant scrutiny and per-
manent control of the elected representatives of the people. They are, in my
own judgment, the most successful experiments in democratic leadership we so

far have in the Western world; and it is important for Chinese students of poli-
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tics to grasp, if they can, the secret of their success.

That does not, of course, mean that such institutions can be trausferred to

another political environment without change. Each of them owes its peculiar
virtues to the special circumstances of an historic tradition incapable of reproduc-
tion with any exactitude. But the comparative study of institutions has the

. important service to render of bringing out those universal features of govern-
ment which offer similar institutional opportunities in all well-organized states. .
I belicve that the kind of leadership supplied by a great Prime Minister like Mr.
Giadstone or a great President like Mr. Lincoln is the kind of leadership of
whizh China most stands in need. Mr. Fan’s book ought to help in the discovery
of its secret; and for that reason I am glad it is to be available for students in
a country upon whose success in self-government many of us believe the welfare

of the whole world to depend.

Harold J, Laski

The London Schoo! of Economics and Political Science.
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