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John Augustus.Roebling

John Augustus Roebling (1806-1869), German-American
engineer, was one of the leaders in building suspension bridges.
Roebling was born on June 12th, in Germany, and was
educated af the Royal Polytechnic School, Berlin. In 1831
he moved to Saxonburg in the United States. Shortly after
that he was employed by the Pennsylvania Railroad
Corp. He then demonstrated the practicality of steel
cables in bridge construction. In 1841 the first factory
was set up at Saxonburg to produce steel-wire in the U.S.
Roebling used steel cables in the construction of many
suspension bridges and is generally considered one of the leaders in
building suspension bridge. He built the Allegheny Suspension Bridge
(completed 1845) at Pittsburgh, the Niagara Falls Suspension Bridge
(completed 1855), and the Cincinnati and Covington Bridge over
the Ohio (completed 1867). His most famous project was the
Brooklyn Bridge. It was hardly begun when Roebling, who directed
operations, was injured in an accident and died a few days later.
The Brooklyn Bridge was built in 1883 over the East River in New
York City. The bridge links districts of Brooklyn and Manhattan, New
York. If used to be the longest suspension bridge in the world.
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[Notes]

the Royal Polytechnic School 2 KIEK

"f: ‘:;v
practicality n. ZAH
generally adv

direct vt.




Read and decide True or False.

(
(
(
(
(
(

)1.
)2,
)3.
)4,
) 5.
) 6.

Roebling was a German-American engineer.

He was born in America and died in Germany.

The first factory which produced steel-wire was set up in 1841.
Roebling was one of the leaders in building suspension bridge.
The Brooklyn Bridge was built by Roebling.

The longest suspension bridge in the world was the Brooklyn Bridge.



| hesitation.

How.did |.get up.here?

George was a quiet, serious young man. He had been &=
studying particularly hard one year, and when he passed his
examination, his friend Jim went to give him his congratulations
and then had an earnest conversation with him.

“You've never been to a dance, George, ” he said. “It's
boring always studying and never enjoying oneself. Come out
with me this evening.”

“Perhaps you're right, Jim, replied George after a moment's

So they went to a dance and had an enjoyable time. But
George drank more than he was used to, and by midnight Jim
had become worried about him, so he said, “now we'll walk
home in the cool air.”

On their way home, they came fo a bridge, and George
looked down at the river below attentively. The stars were% y
reflected in its smooth surface.

“What are those lights down there¢ "George (
inquired.

“They're the stars, George.” Jim replied.

“The stars2” George said. “Well, then, how did | get
up here?2” \ &>

[Notes]

serious adj. ™ #&9;

particularly ado. 4
hesitation n.
attentively aduv.

reflect ». R




Read and choose.
1. George passed his examination, which made
A. him want to have a change
B. him want to have a dance
C. Jim happy
D. him go to have an earnest conversation with Jim
Jim thought that George needed a change.
A. To congratulate George on his success
B. Since George had been studying particulatrly hard and never knew how to

enjoy himself
C. As George wanted to go out with Jim
D. George’s reserve( [r]) made him get along with others
3. According to the passage, which of the following is not true?
A. They had a good time that evening B. They were friendly to each other

C. George was drunk D. Both Jim and George were drunk
4. Jim became worried about George because .

A. it was midnight B. they were friends

C. Jim asked George to the dance D. George didn’t know the way home
5. When George said, “How did I get up here?” He meant * ?”

A. how did I rise from bed B. how did I stand up

C. how did I get to the stars D. how did I wake up

6. From the passage we know
A. George studied hard
B. Jim studied hard, too
C. both George and Jim studied hard
D. neither George nor Jim studied hard



New pilot

The war had begun, and Simon had joined the air force.
He wanted to be a pilot, and after some months he managed
to get to the air force fraining school where they taught pilots
to fly.

There, the first thing that new students had to do was to be
taken up in a plane by an experienced pilot, fo give them
some idea of what it felt like. Even those who had traveled as
passengers in airline planes before found it strange to be in the
cockpit of a small fighter plane, and most of the new students
felt nervous.

The officer who had to take the students up for their first
flight allowed them to fly the plane for a few seconds if they
wanted to and if they were not too frightened to try, but he
was always ready to take over as soon as the plane started to
do dangerous things.

Simon was one of those who took over the control of the
plane when he went up in it for the first fime, and after the
officer had taken them from him again, Simon thought that he
had better ask a few questions to show how interested he was
and how much he wanted to learn to fly. There were a
number of instruments in front of him, so he chose one and
asked the officer what it was.

The officer looked at him strangely for a
moment and then answered, That —
is the clock.

[Notes]

experienced adj.

cockpit n. /

1
1A

mstruments  n.




Read and answer.

L

Why were the new students taken up in a plane?

They were of what it felt like.
How did most of them feel when they were taken up in the cockpit of the plane?
They

The officer didn’t allow the students to fly the plane even if the students wanted to,
did he?

When was the officer ready to take over the plane?

When the plane started .

Why did Simon want to ask the officer a few questions?

Because he wanted to show his in it and how much he wanted to learn
to fly.

What did you think of Simon from this passage?
He was eager to



As one of the world’s oldest industries, fishing has a history
of one thousand years. Today there are over five million
people in the world who make their living by working in this
field. In the United States alone, about one hundred and forty
thousand people catch fish, sell fish or do some other work in
the fishing industry.

The fishermen all over the world catch millions of
kilograms of fish a year. Today each person in the world can
have seventeen kilograms of fish a year. Yet people in some
places still use small boats and old fishing methods to catch
fish as they did in the past; however, some countries search
for and catch fish by making full use of advanced fishing
methods.

Years ago people began building and using factory
ships. Such ships can carry hundreds of workers who clean
and package the fish as soon as they are caught. With the
rapid development of science, people are catching more
and more fish. But sometimes they catch too many of them,
so that some types of fish have almost disappeared. To make
sure that there will always be plenty of fish for humans in the
years to come, scientists all over the world are trying to keep
checking on the population of fish in different parts of the
world, and many governments have taken or are taking
measures to protect the fishing resources.

F 4
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[Notes]

industry 1.

measure 1.

resource n.

Read and decide True of False.

(
(

)1.
) 2.

)3.

More than five million people make their living by fishing in the world.
About 14,000 people in the US catch fish, sell fish or do some other work in
the fishing industry.

In some places people use small boats and old fishing methods to catch fish as
they used to do.
Few countries have searched for some new methods to catch fish.
Some kinds of fish have almost disappeared because people caught too many
of them.

Scientists are checking on the population of fish in some parts of the world in

order to provide enough fish for humans.



_Study.in. Japan

Japanese students work very hard, but many are unhappy. They
feel heavy pressures from their parents. Most students are always
told by their parents to study harder and better so that they can
have a wonderful life in the future. Though this may be a good idea for
those very bright students, it can have terrible results for many
students who are not gifted enough. Many of them have tried very
hard at school but have failed in the exams and have their parents
lose hope. Such students feel that they are hated by everyone else
they meet.and they don't want to go to school any longer They

become dropouts.

It is surprising that though most Japanese parents are
worried about their children, they do not help them in any way. Many
parents feel that they are not able to help their children and that it is
the teachers’ work to help their children. To make matters worse, a
lot of parents send their children to those schools opening in the
evenings and on weekends—they only teach the students how to pass
the exams and never teach them any real sense of the world.

Many Japanese schools usually have rules about everything
from the students’ hair to their clothes and things in their school
bags. Child psychologists now think that such strict rules are harmful
to the feelings of the students. Almost 40% of the students said
that no one had taught them how to get on with others, how to tell
right from wrong and how to show love and care for others, even for

their parents.

9



[Notes]

pressure 1. /&7

gifted  adj.

psychologist

Read and choose.

| 4

Most Japanese parents tell their children to study harder and better so that ;
A. they can be happy and healthy

B. they don’t have terrible results

C. they won’t feel heavy pressures

D. they will have a wonderful life in the future

Many Japanese students have tried very hard at school,

A. but they have lost hope B. but they haven’t passed the exams

C. and they became gifted D. and they do what their parents hoped

“Dropouts” are those who

A. make troubles in and out of schools

B. try hard but always fail in the exams

C. leave school before they have finished their studies

D. lose hope and give up some of their subjects

Most Japanese parents

A. don’t help their children in any way

B. are worried about the teachers” work

C. aren’table to help their children’s teachers

D. can do something to help their children

Which of the following is NOT TRUE? ;

A. Almost 40% students weren’t told how to get on with others

B. Most teachers told their students how to care for others

C. Child psychologists think such strict rules are bad for students’ feelings
D. Lots of children are sent to schools opening in the evenings and on weekends
Which is the best title for this passage?

A. The Pressures on the Parents in Japan

B. The Trouble in Japanese School

C. Japanese Students Feel Happy in School

D. The Education Problems of Japanese Students



_.Home.computer.used.by.young.people
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: The report shows something of home computers used by a group of young
epeople. We decided to find out if it was true. We asked thirty young people
ebetween 14 and 18. All the children had computers at home. The usual time spent

son a computer in a week was about 12 hours, with the highest user about 32

ehours, and the lowest user only 5 hours.
4 All the children said they usually used computers to play games. Fourteen
:children told they did some word processing at times. Only two of them said
ecomputers helped with their lessons, and eight told us they kept addresses and
:phone numbers on their computers or used them as diaries. Only three said they
swere learning to make computer programs and nobody looked up databases. None
®of them used computers for any other use. The diagram gives all the results one

L]
eby one.
Home computer used by 14-18-year-old children

3

2
member of 2
people %

computer use

The results show that computer use is quite high among 14~18-year-old
children. They also show quite clearly that computers are looked by most young
:people as little more than game machines. The only other great uses are for word
sprocessing and keeping address lists. It seems to us that, though computers are
®common in the homes of young people, they have not yet become useful in

severyday life.
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Read and answer.

1.

What aged young people were asked some questions on the use of computer?

The young people

How long did the highest user spend on a computer in a week?

The highest user spent

How many children of the group used computers to help their lessons?

What did eight of them do on their computers?

They or used them as diaries.

Computers have become very useful in children’s studies, haven’t they?

What does the report tell us?
It tells us that




