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PREFACE

My love for Chua Mia Tee's paintings dates back
to my school days more than 30 years ago. One of
his paintings has left an indelible impression on me.
It depicts a trishaw-rider pedalling home along a
dimly-lit street in the dead of night. The realistic
rendition and the subdued coloured fone, with the
trishaw and its rider casting a long shadow, give the
painting a sombre, desolate air. | find it most touching
and unforgettable. | cannot attribute this to factors
other than the captivating power of art.

Such power is a crucial element of a good painting,
though not the only one. Some paintings may look
aftractive but lack what may be called “lingering
charm”. When this exquisite value and the captivating
power merge, a superb work of art is born. To be able
to impart both artistic qualities requires self-cultivation,
great skill and talent,

Mia Tee's paintings in general display these twin
features. As a member of the realistic school, he has
reached the stage of near-perfection, in skill and
technique,. His adept use of colour and strokes sets
him apart as a celebrated artist. He has a great zest
for life and is a meticulous observer of people and
nature. He is able o place different elements in their
proper perspective.

His early works are mostly about people and
therefore thematic. His recent works focus more on
local scenes and display greater maturity. The
Singapore River and China Town are among his
favourite themes. His works, past or present, possess
a three-dimensional quality so realistic that the viewer
often finds himself transported into the scene
portrayed. They are a pleasure to look at. They arouse
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one’s zeal for life and generate a deep affection for
one’s motherland.

The most striking difference between art and nature
is that the former is an inspired creation. Otherwise,
there would be no place for art in today’s world of
advanced photography.

Art is not merely a reproduction of nature; it is a
crystallisation of the artist’s creative efforts. To express
his thought and emotion well, he must have a strong
foundation and well-versed fechniques. Years ago,
Mia Tee already attained this level of achievement.

| am one of his many admirers, not so much
because of our master-student relations in the 1950s,
but more, because | have benefitted a great deal
from his guidance. All these years | have not missed
even a single exhibition by him. While his style has
remained the same throughout, his skill has improved
remarkably. Without a doubt, he has established a
unigue style of his own.

Singapore is a free and open society for artists as
well. All schools of art — e they realists, impressionists,
romanticists or modernists — are flourishing. Among
his contemporaries in Singapore, Mia Tee is at the
head of the school of realism.

His works have enriched our country’s art treasures.
With the publication of this art album, more people
can now appreciate his works at leisure.

May he scale still greater heights and help bring
about bumper harvests in the field of art in Singapore.
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TASFE WORKERS IN THE CANTEEN (1974) 128 x 87cm oil on canvas




Bz s SINGAPORE-A NATION OF YOUTHFUL VITALITY (1976) 183 x 152cm oil on canvas ‘ 3



4 BERPEIE NI SINGAPORE-A GROWING NATION (1981) 163 x 96cm oil on canvas
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hE&ED CITY AND WHARVES (1981) 163 x 96cm oil on canvas 5
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oA SINGAPORE RIVER (1978) 91 x 76cm oil on canvas
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TFOREEH LATE AFTERNOON AT TEMPLE STREET (1982) 91 x 76cm oil on canvas




