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Message from Xu Beihong is China’s outstanding artist and educationalist of the
Bank of China twentieth century. His achievements were the result of arduous
effort, the blending of the rich essence of both traditional and
contemporary Western and Chinese styles of painting, and the
adoption of realism in his works.

Singapore

Xu Beihong is respected and fondly remembered as an upright
man, a devoted teacher and a patriot who loved his country and
people dearly.

Xu Beihong had twice visited Singapore, in 1925 and in 1939.
During his second visit, he raised funds for the China’s Refugee
Relief Fund through the sale of his paintings, thus leaving behind
many of his fine works.

“The Art of Xu Beihong” Exhibition, jointly organised by the Xu
Beihong Museum and Taisei Stamps & Coins (S) Pte Ltd, is a great
event for fostering cultural exchanges between Singapore and
China. This event also brings splendour and brilliance to
Singapore’s cultural scene. Xu Beihong’s lively depictions of horses
are especially loved by many. Therefore, while heralding in the
auspicious Year of the Horse, may we wish the exhibition great
success.

Bank of China Singapore
20 January 1990
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Message from

Wang Jin Lu

Director, China Beijing
Cultural Relics
Administration Bureau

Xu Beihong was an outstanding Chinese master of painting and a
renowned art educator as well. During the several dozen years of
his artistic career, he followed insistently the road of realistic
creation and served as a link between the ancient and the modern.
With his skilful artistic techniques and profound knowledge he
combined harmoniously the best of Chinese and foreign tradition,
giving his oil paintings and sketches a special Chinese style. His
innovations in Chinese painting, which are still felt today,
contributed greatly to the history of Chinese painting. This is his
great achievement in the realm of art.

At the same time, he devoted himself to art education. His
disciples had spread everywhere throughout China, and
innumerable excellent artists of several generations owed their
success to the training he provided them.

His artistic flair was well known both in China and abroad. Many in
Singapore had been quite familiar with his name. On one occasion
in 1939, he brought a quantity of his artistic works to Singapore
and held an exhibition in the city. It was a spectacular event. In a
patriotic gesture, he donated all the income from this exhibition to
provide relief to the Chinese refugees living in Singapore, earning
him much admiration from the people of the beautiful island.

This time, “Exhibition in Retrospect over the Fifty Years’ Art of Xu
Beihong”, being held in Singapore with part of his artistic
treasures in display, would, I am confident, evoke in his friends in
Singapore the happy memories of that occasion in 1939, deepen
their understanding of this great master and further enhance the
friendship between China and Singapore.

On this occasion, I wish to express my heartfelt thanks to Taisei
Stamps & Coins Pte Ltd for its wonderful efforts in making all the
arrangements to organise this exhibition. I wish the exhibition
every success.

Director of China Beijing Cultural
Relics Administration Bureau
Wang Jin Lu

12 December 1989
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Message from
Dr Yong Kuek Siong
Director, The Singapore Mint

The Singapore Mint is proud to be the sponsor of “The Art of Xu
Beihong”exhibition organised by Xu Beihong Museum and Taisei
Stamps & Coins (S) Pte Ltd.

Xu Beihong’s achievement in the art of Chinese painting is
acclaimed internationally. Art connoisseurs and the general public
in Singapore can now have the opportunity to “feast” on the
magnificent display of more than 60 pieces of original paintings by
Xu Beihong.

In commemorating the exhibition of Xu Beihong’s paintings in
Singapore, The Singapore Mint was commissioned to produce only
388 pieces of one-ounce gold proof medallions in 999.9 fineness.
Xu Beihong’s portrait is featured on the obverse side of the
medallion and a horse design from one of Xu Beihong’s paintings is
engraved on the reverse side.

The Singapore Mint would like to wish the organisers a fruitful and
successful exhibition.

Director of The Singapore Mint
Dr Yong Kuek Siong
28 January 1990
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Jitingqiao in Yixing county of Jiangsu province,
the artist’s birth place.
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Xu Beihong at age 19, photographed in Shanghai.



