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B enxi City lies in the south-eastern part of Liaoning Province, with an area of 8.348

square kilometres. Under its administration are two counties and three districts, with a
population of 1.42 million, of which 910,000 are living in urban areas. The population comprises
16 different nationalities among which are Han, Manchu, Mongolian, Hui and Korean.

Benxi is covered with many mountains and rivers. The mountains are rich in minerals and
more than 100 kinds have been found. It has a great iron ore with high quality, and its coal
has low sulphur and phosphorous content with strong adhesion. Both iron and coal are well-
known for their quality. Other minerals also in large quantities are non-ferrous metals such as
copper, lead, zinc and molybdenum and non-metals such as lime stone, marbles, talcum, and silice.

After the establishment of the People’s Republic of China, Benxi has undergone several
5-year plans of construction and has now become an important heavy industrial city, majoring in
the production of steel, coal and coke, and building materials. Other industries such as machinery,
chemical and textile have also developed correspondingly. After the 11th National Congrees of the
Chinese Communists Party, the economy of Benxi has progressed significantly. The city has now
over 700 industrial enterprises, with a work force of 470,000 producing over 3,000 industrial
products. The industrial production in 1983 amounts to RMB Yuan 2500.8 million . The
high grade cast iron, super quality steel and steel material, coke, slag cement, aluminium alloy,
silk cloth, and ginseng are among the important industrial products of the whole nation and
the whole province. Over 80 kinds of products have received excellent quality product awards
of the nation, various ministries and the province, and are renowned both at home and abroad.
83 products are sold to 37 countries and areas.

With abundant rainfall, warm climate and rich soil, many mountains covered with thick
forests, Benxi is very suitable for developing agriculture, forestry, husbandary, non-staple food
production and fishery. The whole city has a forest area of over 7 million acres, with a forest
coverage rate of 51.9%, being the main base for timber production in Liaoning. The cultivated
red pine forest at the mouth of Cao River is famous for its vastness and is called ‘The Home
of Red Pines’. The city produces over 260 kinds of Chinese medical herbs such as ginseng, pilose
antler, wild ginger root, milk vetch root, gastrodia tuber and thorny slender acanthopanax.
The annual ginseng production reaches over 1 million catty. The Huannen county has a long
history in growing ginseng and is called ‘The Home of Ginseng'. Herbal spices such as Haw,
Kiwi fruit, tussah and wild herbs are of high quality and abundant. They are very much welcomed
by markets at home and overseas. The valuable spice ‘Tiannu Lily Magnolia’ is grown in Guanmen
Mountain and Tang Gou in Benxi county ‘The Home of the Tiannu Lily Magnolia’.



There are 12 large and medium-sized rivers in Benxi, such as Hun River, Taizi River, Fuer River
and Ya River, with over 80 tributaries. The annual surface flow volume is 4,800 million cubic
metres. The current are steep and rapid and have a great potentiality for developing hydro
power. Huanyen county is one of the nation’s 100 experimental counties for electrification.

The traffic and transport in Benxi City have being very well developed. The city centre
is the meeting point of the Shendan railway, Xiliao railway and Xitian railway. The highways
form a compact network, reaching every town and village. The roads have a total length of
over 1,500 kilometers and there are coaches among village. The postal communications among
towns and villages are convenient.

Benxi City is undergoing rapid development and around the city many towns have emerged.
Public utilities such as water supply, coal gas supply, heating from industrial waste heat, roads
bridges and parks are being improved everyday. The social welfare and living facilities are
being developed. The housing for workers has increased rapidly.

The education and technological development in Benxi have won great achievements.
The whole city now has 5 colleges, 8 professional institutes, 17 technical schools, 122 secondary
schools and 499 primary schools, with more than 260,000 students. The part-time education for
workers and technical education for peasants have been developed fast. The city now has 10
research institutes and over 100 factory-run research units, working in chose collaboration with
over 80 universities, colleges and research organizations in the nation. The educational and
research work force is now 33,000.

The medical and health, culture and physical culture in Benxi are growing fast. There are now
76 hospitals which are above district level with more than 7,300 beds, an increase of 37 times
over that of just after the liberation. The city now has 9 performing halls and 6 performing groups
on plays, drama, Beijing opera, dances, etc. Sports are popular among the people and the standard
is rising everyday. The women's table-tennies, bicycle racing, track racing and chess teams have
won awards for the nation in international competitions.

The scenary of Benxi is beautiful and is an ideal location for tourism. There are over 20
beautiful spots for sightseeing. The Benxi \Water Cave alone has received half a million visitors
from home and abroad every year.
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Bird's eyes view of Benxi, the city of Coal and Iron.
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Heavy industries
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In 1949, the city had 78 industrial enterprises, with an annual heavy industrial production output
value of RMB ¥ 39 million. In 1983, the number of industrial enterprises had increased to 730, with
25 large to medium-scale enterprises and an annual heavy industrial production output value of RMB
¥ 1929 million, which is 49 times that of the 1950s. Compared with 1949, the production of cast
iron has increased 66 times, steel 496 times, steel materials 472 times, coal 3.7 times, cement 22 times,
and electricity 23 times. The cast iron production is 1/3 that of the whole province, while coal and coke
is 1/10 and cement 1/5. In 1983, the production of cast iron in 5 days in the Benxi Steel Corporation,
which is a large-scale steel mill, equals the production in the whole year of 1949, and the daily
production of steel and steel materials is more than the annual production of 1949,
The city has supplied the nation 35 years a total of nearly 54 million tons of cast iron, 9.3 million tons
of steel, 113 million tons of coal and 29.8 million tons of cement.
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The Rolling Mill Model 1700 made in
China.

The famous ‘Ginseng Iron', being
loaded for export.

The Beitai Steel Plant, operated
jontly by the state and the local
authority.
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1. High quality lime stone being
transported by cable car to the
production plant for producing
cemeant.

2. The advanced disintegrating device
external to the kiln in the Benxi
Cement Plant

3. The rotary furnace of the Gongyuan
Cement Plant, the plant management
has been rated first in the whole
nation for 3 consecutive years.

4. 1 cement #425, 2
which has been listed as a high 1
quality product by the Ministry of
Building Material Industry. 4
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A view of the Benxi Non-ferrous
Metal Company and its products:
C‘D’The ‘Roc Brand' molybdenum plate,
which has won the National Gold
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(@The tungsten stick, which has won
the National Silver Quality Award.
@The aluminium alloy cast mould
which has been rated as a high
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quality product by the Ministry of
Metallurgical Industry.
A view of the Huanyen Copper and
Zinc Ore Dressing Plant.
The ball grinding mills of the Ore
Dressing Plant.
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1. The self-dumping mining trucks with 3. The Lion Brand saw blades
loading capacity of 68 tons (right produced by the Benxi Tool Plant
upper corner) and 108 tons, manu- has won the 1984 National Silver
factured by the Benxi Heavy Trucks Quality Award.
Plant. 4. The high quality shipping pump
2. The Benxi Boiler Plant, an appointed made by the Benxi Water Pump
enterprise by the Ministry of Machine- Factory.

building Industry since 1964, has

produced more than twenty kinds of

boilers which are used throughout 1
the country.
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This intact 130 tons natural marble has 5 different colours.

(Left lower corner) The renowned ‘Northeastern Green' marble.

The ultra-sound wave flowmeter produced by the Benxi Radio No.1
Factory reaching advanced technical standards.

The metal detector which has won the ‘Flying Dragon Cup’ for new
products in the country.



