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BIRD PRESERVES
ON MT. FUJI

Japan is a land of great bird varieties,
and especially the whole region around
Mount Fuji is of great interest from an
ormnithological viewpoint, as a consider-
able number of species of birds love to
come and breed there, For this reason
the Ministery of Agriculture and Forestry
has been endeavoring to protect the
insectivorous small birds by establishing,
in June, 1924, a bird preserve covering
an area of some 30,000 hectare, on the
northern slope of the mountain.

This preserve at the foot of Mt. Fuji
is distinguished for the number and
species of the birds that inhabit it,
representing at least 38 familes, 176
species, of which 7 species are permanent
residents, 56 are vagrant migrants, 50
summer residents, 45 winter residents,
16 birds of passage and 2 stragglers.
The species that breed there represent
33 families, 116 species and subspecies,
while in the neighbourhood of Tokyo not
more than 30 species breed there, though
more than 200 species make their appear-
ance there through the various seasons.
This is because there are a small number
of species of summer residents and
vagrant migrants instead of winter
residents and bird of passage being
comparatively abundant in Tokyo and
its neighborhood.

Again, in the Hokuriku and north-
eastern provinces there are many winter
birds and birds of passage, such as the
turdidae and other migratory birds
which pass through in the autumn in
these districts and are frequently caught
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in kasumi-ami (a kind of perpendicular
nets.) That not many winter residents
and birds of passage inhabit the base of
Mt. Fuji may be inferred from the fact
that such nets are searcely ever used in
these regions. The larger proportion of
the birds around Mt. Fuji are summer
residents, so that the birds’ realm is
quite deserted in the autumn and winter,
85 compared with the busy breeding
season.

The reason why so many species of
birds breed around the base of Mt. Fuji
may be understood by a consideration of
the following facts :

(1) In the first place, the area of
forests and plains svitable for the
breeding of birds is remar<ably exten-
give, Birds always prefer a spacious
breeding place td a region dotted with
small tracts, as the larger the area the
better is the accommodation for all kinds
of birds. The region around Mt. Fuji
is ideal in this respect, there being few
such districts throughout the main land
of Japan.

(2) The district is, moreover, noted
for its virgin forest land, in which
flourish a great variety of plants of all
ages, while the animals there are also
varied, all of which go to supply the
birds with ample means for provision
and nesting, the condition thus naturally
jnviting the very large number and
variety of birds that throng there for
breeding.

(8) Again, the climate, topography
and oecological conditions of plants vary
in an interesting manner that is
appreciated by the birde. Mount Fuji,
towering some 3,778 metres above the

the Bay of Suruga. Along this vast
slope, according to altitude, the climate
and oecological conditions of plants make
a marked variation. The climate of the
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Jow land about the foothills is temperate,
whereas towards the summit it approa-
ches the temparature of the frigid zone,
a condition that affords every variety of
climate and a corresponding variety of
plant life. Mot only so, but at the base
of the mountain there are many lakes
and much swampy land, which the birds
like to haunt. Thus the Fuji region
affords ideal conditions for the breeding
of wild birds, in accordance with the
variation of topographical conditions.

The birds distributed in the region
around Mt. Fuji in the breeding season
may be divided as below :—

1. Those frequenting the plain region.

2, Those preferring the basal region.
In swamp section.
In grassy section.
In forest section.
In shrub section.
Near village section.

3. Those frequenting the subalpine
region.

4. Those frequenting the Alpine

L - -

a In Alpine shrub section.
b In Alpine grass section.
¢ In Lichen section.

1. The plain region.

This region may be taken as equivalent
to the area covered by forests of the
t te zone, tendi from 200
metres in altitude down to sea level.
It includes all the plains and lower
mountainous distriets in the neighbor-
hood of the towns of Omiya and Yoshi-
wara, Fuji-gun, Shizuoka Prefecture,
the eity of Numazn and the town of
Mishima, Sunto-gun, of the same Pre-
fecture. To the south lies the Bay of
Suruga into which empty the Rivers
Kano, Numa and Fuji. Midway in this
region are found shallow swamps, such
as Sutsu-numa, Ukijima-numa and others,
which abound in arable land densely
populated. The sea coast is fringed
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with forests of black pines. The birds
breeding in this region represent 38
species.

2, The Basal Region.

Generally speaking, this region corres-
ponds to what in botany is known as
‘' the mountainous region,” covering the
whole area of the temerate forest zone,
144 to 200 metres above sea level. At
the Omiya entrance to the ascent of
Mt. Fuji the region extends from a
point about 200 metres above sea level,
reached by a short ascent from the
town of Omiya at the second station or
beyond, at an altitude of about 1650
metres. And below Tarobo (1,300
metres :hove sea level,) at the Gotemba
entrance to the ascent of Mt. Fuji; and
at Umagaeshi (about 1,340 metres above
sea level,) at the Subashiri entrance to
the ascent of Mt. Fuji; and at the
first station of the ascent from Yoshida
direction (some 1,520 metres in altitude).
This, the most spacious and favorable
region around Mt. Fuji, is :live with
birds of many species. This region may
be divided into the following sub-regions
or sections :—

(a) The Swampy Section known as
the Five-lakes District which includes
the northern skirt of Mt. Fuji. As the
lakes are usually bordered by ignecus
rocks, such water-edge plants as reeds
and wild rice do not grow there; but
around Lakes Yamanaka and Kawaguchi
these plants abound, some 15 species of
birds breeding in this section.

{b) The Grassy Section : This occupies
the greater part of the southern slope
of Mount Fuji, the most spacious district
containing the grassland of Sanri, Kami-
Ide, Mato and Ono, which is all covered
with grass to a very wvast extent.
Relatively less extensive grass land is
found at Nashigat and at Takigat
near Lake Yamanaka, as well as many
other places, Birds breeding in this
section consist of 8 species,
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(¢) The Forest Section :—This Section
is found almost everywhere in the region
around the base of Mt. Fuji, but more
particolarly along the eastern, northern
:nd western slopes, where birds abound.
The birds frequent in greater numbers
the natural forests than the afforested
region ; and they seem to prefer mixed
to single species of trees, while there is
a general tendency to find fewer birds
in the denser forests, of which Aoki-
gahara is one of the most remarkable
examples. The principal birds breeding
in the Forest Secton represent 24 families
and 62 species.

(d) The Shrubby Section:—This is
naturally broken up into distriets, of no
great area, the smaller areas being
found almost everywhere in the upland
regions, with shrubs growing thinlly
from one to five metres high. The
birds breeding in this section vary con-
siderably in species, according to the
density of the shrubbery and the alti-
tude, those birds inhabiting the upper
regions resembling forest birds, and
t.hme frequenting the lower and less

ded distriets r bling the
bird-life of the grassy lands. Some 20
species of birds are known to breed in
the Shrubby Section.

(e) The Village Section :—This in-
cludes all the villages around the base
of Mt. Fuji, and all the arable lands in
its neighborhood. About 17 species of
birds choose this section as their breeding
ground.

3. The Subalpine Region.

This region is equal to that so termed
in botany, ineluding the upper part of
the Deciduous forest belt and all the
coniferous forest beet. This region is
found at the three appraches to Mt.
Fuji, known as Omiya-guechi, Subashiri-
guchi and Yoshida-guchi, but not at the
Gotemba entrance. The only areas be-
longing to this section are at an altitude
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of 1,650 to 2,200 metres above sea level
at the Omiya entrance; from 1,340 to
2,000 metres at the Subashiri entrance ;
and from 1,520 to 2,170 metres at the
Yoshida entrance. About 29 species of

birds breed in this region.

4. The Alpine Region.
(a) The Alpine Shrub Section of the
Alpine Region corresponds to the same
in botany, and covers an

ascent of Mt. Fuji ; from 2,000 to 2,600
metres above sea level at the Subashir
entrance ; and from 2,170 to 2,870
metres at the Yoshida entrance, while
at the Gotemba entrance the Alpine
Shrub Section is found but imperfectly.
The birds that make this disctrict their
principal breading place are all of one
species, namely, the Japanese Hedge
Sparrow, while the Eastern Tree Pipit,
the Siberian Blue Tail, the Swinhoe’s
Willow Warbler, the Japanese Bush
Warbler and the Japanese Wren also
breed in this section.

(b) The Alpine Grass Section :—This
section is situated from about 2,450 to
2,350 metres in altitude at Omiya-guchi
to the ascent of Mt. Fuji; 2,600 to 3,420
metres in altitude at Subashiri-guchi;
and from 2,440 to 3,360 metres at
Yoshida-guchi to the ascent of the
mountain. Only one species nests in
this section, namely, the Japanese Alpine
Accentor, but a few Eastern Tree
Pipits also breed there, both preferring
the lower parts of this Section.

(¢) The Lichen Section :—This section
is equivalent to the same term in botany,
and covers the region above the Al ine
Grass Section, reaching to the summit
of Mt. kuji. Natuorally very few birds
prefer this altitude, but the Japanese
Alpine Accentor, the Black-chinned
Martin and the White-rumped Swift
may sometimes be found in this section.
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