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Synopsis

Huang Tsun-hsin (kung-tu, 1848-1905), bordn in
Chiaying of Kwangtong, was a scholar of the late-ching
Dynasty. As a counsellor to Japan and Britain, a_ cousul
general to San Francisco and Singapore, he was a
progressive figure in the disturbing years of modern
China. "History of Japan' Huang complied in his
tenure of colhdellor in Japan was the frs.t
complete studies done by Chinese, and the book also
exercised a certain influence in Chinese modern
history, Many modern works relevent to studies of
Japan and the Rgform lMcvement of 1898 have made
references of "History of Japan", but,as a whole, the
rcsearch work is far from enough and further studies
are greatly needed.

"History of Japan" generally consists of 4 parts:

(1) The ideas and gMethodology in history

(1i) The introduction of the Japanese Refofm
Movement of 1868 and the reflection of the author's
reform thinkings. _

(iii) The study of the histori of Sino~Japan reiationsh

ship. | | '

{iv) The introduction of Japanese cultures and customs.

The dissertations aim at the révclutionary

thinkings of historicism and the Japansse reforn ; :
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movement which has irfluenced the Chinese Reform Mowement
0f1398, about which the dissertations offer comparatively
a complete study and comment as well as stage a careful
research on the history of Sino-Japa&?ielationship

and on Japanese cultures and customs.

The con.usion is that the historical, ideas in
"History of Japan'-- inheriting the Chinese traditional
Thinkings at the szme time tTeating historic development
from the viewpoint of Western bourgeois thinkings ond

acvolutionisy --consequently functioned immevVatively
and succesgively in the turning process from fued?listic
historiciskr towards bourgeois histo®icism.

The rcvolutiomary ideas, revealed in "History of
Japanwhaving the impact on early reformism though , fun-
damentally, jumps over tho unmatured period of early
reformism and clearly demands the feudalistic monachy be
replaced by the bow geois constitution. These theories
had the direct effect upon the Reform Movement of 1893
and “ang Yuowel and other reformists.

From the point of Sino-Tapanese relationship, "History
of Tapan® and "History of Neiboring Nations'offer a
systermatic research on mone-than-2000-year 3ino-Japanese
contacts since Chin and Han Dynasties, and the two books
open a path to the study of the modern history of Sino-
Japan relationship."The History of Cultural Practices and
Customs" shows richness in Japanese cultural custong-
which have enhanced Chinese understandings toward&; Japan

After all, "History of Japan", the first complete
work for those Chinese studing Japan,is conformed in its
positive function and great value-- either viewed from
studies.of Japan done by the Chinese or viewed from the
modern history of thinking.
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