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United States, opening a new chapter in the country’s
history as the first African-American to hold the world’s

most important job. :
“If there is anyone out there who still doubts that America

Barack Obama was elected the 44th president of the

is a place where all things are possible, who still wonders if the
dream of our founders is alive in our time, who still questions the
power of our democracy, tonight is your answer,” Obama told
more than 100,000 people who gathered for a victory celebration
in Chicago’s Grant Park.

The lllinois senator capped his 21-month quest with a
sweeping electoral victory that also enhanced the Democrats’’
majority in Congress and marked the end of an era of Republican
dominance? in Washington.

Obama crossed the requisite® threshold* of 270 electoral
votes to defeat Republican rival John McCain. He had at least
338 electoral votes to McCain's 145, according to the Associated
Press and television network projections®.

His victory, along with his party’s gains in congressional®
contests, puts Democrats in firm control of the federal
government for the first time since the early 1990s. That gives
Obama an opportunity to turn his victory into a pivotal’” moment
in the country’s political history.

“If it were possible for me to get to the United States on my
bicycle, | would,” said Joseph Ochieng, a 36-year-old carpenter
who lives in Kibera shantytown®in Kenya, where Kenya is the
hometown Obama’s father.

Kenyan President Mwai Kibaki declared a public holiday
Thursday to celebrate Obama'’s victory.

Scenes of jubilation® broke out in the western Kenya village of
Kogelo, where many of Obama’s Kenyan relatives still live. People
sang, danced in the streets and wrapped themselves in U.S. flags.

Nelson Mandela, South Africa’s first black president, said
Obama gave the world the courage to dream.

Liberian President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf — the first woman
elected to head an African country — said she did not expect to
see a black American president in her lifetime. “All Africans now
know that if you persevere', all things are possible,” she said.

In Indonesia, where Obama lived as a child, hundreds of
students at his former elementary school erupted in cheers
when he was declared winner, pouring into the courtyard
where they hugged, danced in the rain and chanted “Obamal!
Obama!”

Obama’s classmates said they were delighted with his
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win because they felt a special emotional connection with the
Democrat who spent four years in Indonesia.

Talk-show host Oprah Winfrey wept tears of joy, Leonardo
DiCaprio said he was proud to be an American and several hip-
hop music stars said Obama’s election as the first black U.S.
president fulfilled the dreams of America’s youth.

“It feels like America did the right thing,” Winfrey told
CNN. “It feels like there’s a shift in consciousness. It feels like
something really big and bold has happened here, like nothing
ever in our lifetimes did we expect this to happen.”

Obama’s Success

Barack Obama’s success is a puzzle. How is it that a
youngish senator with so many disadvantages — a slight
resume, a foreign-sounding name, an exotic'' background, a
professorial'> manner, and a skin color unlike any previous
president — has come to be successful?

He does have some things going for him, his wisdom, his
unflappability’®, and his incomparable impressive speech. One
part of speech goes, “There are no real and fake parts of this
country. We are not separated
by the pro™-America and anti-
America parts of this nation —we
all love this country, no matter
where we live or where we come
from. America’s veterans'® have
fought together and bled together
and some died together under the
same proud flag. They have not
served a Red America or a Blue
America — they have served the
United States of America.”

Obama'’s words reflected his
ability to connect broadly with black and white Americans. His
success is mostly because of transcending'® the racial divide
and being true to his roots, and his promise of change.

McCain’s Concession"’
McCain, speaking to supporters in Phoenix, conceded'®
the failure and said he called his rival to congratulate him on

being elected the next president.
“Senator Obama has achieved a great thing for himself
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and his country,” McCain said.
“This is an historic election, and |
recognize the special significance it
has for African-Americans and the
special pride that must be theirs
tonight.”

McCain pledged'® to do “all
in my power” to assist Obama and
urged his backers “to find ways to
come together” for the good of the
country.

During their phone conversation, Obama told McCain
that he hoped to work with him in the future, Obama
spokesman Robert Gibbs said. Obama told McCain, “I need
your help, you're a leader on so many important issues.”

Obama also received a congratulatory call from
President George W. Bush, who promised a smooth
transition, White House spokeswoman Dana Perino said.

Promising Change

Obama, 47, swept to victory by promising a change in
Washington, inspiring millions of new voters and volunteers
along the way. He persuaded the electorate® that he could
best handle the economic crisis facing the country. He raised
more money than any presidential candidate in history,
overwhelming®' McCain.

“He wants to be a transforming leader,” said
presidential historian James McGregor Burns in a
Bloomberg radio interview. Such a leader, like Franklin
Delano Roosevelt, “knows how to proclaim? great goals
and summons? the people to help him realize those goals.”

Having based his presidential bid on change and using
that theme to create a new electoral coalition, Obama must
now follow through or risk alienating® those supporters,
Burns said. “He has made that so crucial to his campaign:
change, change, change,” Burns said. “This man cannot
escape now the responsibilities of trying to bring it about.”

No Guarantees
And while Obama will have the opportunity to build on

his appeal to young Americans and energize their generation,
there is no guarantee of success, said Scott Keeter, director
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of survey research at the
Pew Research Center in
Washington.

“The problems that
George W. Bush has had,
especially in his second
term, have really hurt the
Republican Party’s brand,”
Keeter said. “There’s no
reason to think that
couldn’t happen if Obama
has problems as well.”

The racial symbolism
of Obama’s campaign was never far from the surface. He formally
declared his candidacy® in February 2007 in Springfield, lllinois,
evoking® the spirit of Abraham Lincoln. Obama ended his
campaign Monday night with a rally”’ in Manassas, Virginia, the
site of two Confederate®® Civil War victories.

At the same time, Obama generally avoided overt®
discussions of racial issues. The one exception was in March,
when revelations® of inflammatory® remarks by his longtime
pastor®, led him to deliver a lengthy address on the subject.

Break With Past

Obama’s victory represents a break with the razor®-thin
margins in the last two presidential elections.

In 2004, the election was too close to call until the next
morning, when Democrat John Kerry conceded after concluding
he couldn’t surpass® Bush’s vote total in the decisive®® state of
Ohio. Four years earlier, Bush'’s victory over Vice President Gore
was in doubt for more than five weeks while Florida recounted its
ballots®.

Obama comes to the White House promising to pursue
universal health-care coverage, alternative sources of energy
and middle-class tax cuts. He faces daunting® challenges: the
worst financial crisis since the Great Depression, wars in Iraq and
Afghanistan and the lingering® threat of international terrorism.

Obama will have a Democratic House and Senate behind
him after he takes the oath® of office on Jan. 20. While not all
of the races have been decided then, the president-elect’s party
has clearly made gains in Congress.
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FOCUS

inally, Americans elected a black man as their

president. Absentee ballot' was a bit too

cumbersome? for me to handle, so, being a
good expatriate, | followed the election all morning on
November 5th on CNN and MSNBC? in my apartment
in Beijing. By the time the outcome of the election had
become decisive for Senator Barack Obama, everyone,
American or not, realized that US history had turned a
new page.

While the outcome of the 2008 election does not
mean the end of racial discrimination or social injustice

in America and many parts of the world, it certainly
indicates that the Civil Rights Movement had come a long
way, from Booker T. Washington’s* non-confrontational
campaign for Black rights, to W.E.B. Du Bois’® civil
rights activism, to Martin Luther King’s great prophecy of
a racial egalitarian community, to JFK’s equal opportunity
in employment for ethnic minorities, and to the nation’s
decision to put a man of African American descent in the
White House. President-Elect Obama will be sworn in as
the 44th president of the United States on January 20th,
2009, when he will make his first inaugural address® to
show the Americans the direction in which he’s going to
lead the nation through the troubled waters and to layout
the principles on which he’s going to form policies of his
administration for the next four years. We are waiting
with bated breath’ for that occasion. But, at this very
moment, | think it is fitting and proper to revisit another
inaugural address made some 143 years ago.

In 1865, as the American Civil war was coming to an

end, Abraham Lincoln was elected to a second term as the
President of the United States. On March 4th, President
Lincoln delivered his second inaugural address. At a time
when victory over the secessionists® was within days and
slavery was near an end, Lincoln did not speak of happiness
but of sadness; with a recognition of the unmistakable
evil of slavery, he sought to avoid harsh treatment of the
defeated South; he reminded his listeners of how wrong
both sides had been in imagining what lay before them
when the war began four years earlier’ and pled for healing
the war wounds and reconstructing the nation. This speech
is now considered the noblest and the most powerful political
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