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Opening Address

Mr. Xu Kunyuan
Vice President of China National Textile Industry Council

Chairman of China Chemical Fibers Association

Dear Ladies & Gentlemen, and Friends

China International Man — Made Fibers Conference (Shanghai 2002) now begins! And this is a happy gath-
ering of the academicians, experts and entrepreneurs in the global man - made fiber industry. It gives me a great
pleasure, on behalf of China National Textile Industry Council, to extend our warm welcome to all the old & new
friends from various countries and regions.

The forerunner of China International Man - Made Fibers Conference is the BIMFC ( Beijing International
Man — Made Fiber Conference), which has successfully been held for 8 conventions before. The issues discussed
and the experience shared for every convention have all kept an explicit record of the historical growth of the
world man —made fiber industry and that of China’s man ~ made fiber industry.

To enable BIMFC to give a better play, Beijing International Man — made Fibers Conference has been re-
named as “China International Man — made Fibers Conference (CIMFC)” | a beginning from this convention, for
the purpose of further promoting the international exchanges and cooperation between China’s man — made fiber
industry and the world man - made fiber industry in aspects of information, products, new technology, trade, in-
vestment and human resources etc., and further more, enabling CIMFC to become the platform for the interna-
tional exchanges and cooperation between China and world man - made fiber industries , and also between our en-
trepreneurs and international entrepreneurs in the global man — made fiber industry. And this conference is placed
in Shanghai, known as “Oriental Pearl” , a pioneer city for the reform and opening — up practice in China. And
CIMFC will be held in the various selected cities and areas in line with specific situations in future.

17 years have passed since the first Beijing International Man — made Fibers Conference was held in 1985.
For the past 17 years, China’s national economy has been growing in a sustained, speedy and healthy way, and
GDP has always sustained a fast growth. The man — made fiber industry in China, as driven by our domestic mar-
ket demand, has also been growing at a fast rate, with the production increasing from 948, 000 tons in 1985 to
828, 000 tons in 2001, and with the significant improvement in the industrial structure, products, technical e-
quipment and management level. The past 17 years witnessed the growth from 15. 42 millions in 1985 to 28. 16
million tons in 2001, an increase by 83.8% in the world man ~ made fiber production. Globally, the man -
made fibers increased from 45% in 1985 to 55% in 2000 in the textile — purposed fiber totals. In the meantime,
more achievements have been indicated in the modernization of the man — made fiber production process, in the
diversity of man — made fiber performance and in the extended scope of applications. And the man — made fiber
products have become an important and indispensable material basis for apparel, home - textile and tech — tex-
tiles.

In the new era of the 21" century, the world science and technology are always making new progress at a
fantastic speed. The globalization of the world economy and the information net — working optimization have
brought forth the new opportunity and challenge to the economic growth and industrial development in various

countries and regions. To reach the target for doubling GDP in 2010 as against that in 2000, Chinese government

l2.
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is now implementing the 10 * - Five — Year Plan of National Economy and Social Development. The first 10 years
of the new century is the important period not only for strategic rationalization of the economic structures, im-
provement of the socialism ~ based market economy, and the expansion of opening up, but also for implementa-
tion of “Western China Development” strategy. In this period, China’s man — made fiber industry, with its own
advantages and extensive international cooperation, will make new progress in the process of its significant struc-
tural rationalization. The 21* century is featured with high - tech. that will bring about obvious changes in the
consumption behavior for apparel, food, housings and transportation, and the traditional textile industry will sure-
ly interface with modern science and technology. It goes without saying that the man — made fiber industry, which
cannot survive without the support of modern science and technology, will be encountered with more severe chal-
lenge, and will display a bright prospect. We have good reason to believe that the world man —made fiber indus-
try, with the joint efforts from all of us, will inevitably enjoy a brand new century.

Today, we are pleased to see that the specialists, academicians and entrepreneurs from the famous man —
made fiber companies, universities and research i|nstilutions in various countries and regions are here for this im-
portant gathering to discuss the issues in a wide range, related to the global man — made fiber development,
growing trends, structural rationalization, the applications of new materials, new products and new process for
tech - textiles, and also discuss the issues of international cooperation and exchanges in the man — made fiber in-
dustries on global basis. As a host, we warmly welcome the world entrepreneurs, specialists & scholars and in-
vestors to take part in the construction program of the development of the man ~ made fiber industry in China,
and make a due contribution to the prosperity of the world man — made fiber industry.

In conclusion, I wish a complete success to the Conference and wish all of you a good time in China!

Thanks!
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