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LIVELY STYLE AND SPLENDID COLOR
Zhang Wei and His Painting

Liang Zhaotang

eople say:" Writing is the reflection of the writer."This can be applied to painting too. As a boy, Zhang Wei has
already decided to learn painting. From high school to the QOil Painting Department of Guangzhou Academy of
Fine Arts, 8 years of study, he has learned not only the skill of art, but also reached a higher level of aesthetic
appreciation. He is able to remain flexible with what he has learned at school, and to overcome his own weak
points by learning from others. He is diligent with his creation, and has painted a lot. A lot of his paintings have
been published and won many praises. He is straight and honest, doesn't like to talk or joke a lot. But his painting
is lively and passionate.

His earlier works, like 'The other Side of the River', "pi", "A View with River', have learned from the style of Byzantine,
and S. Botticelli, which is classic, solemn, graceful and exquisite. At the same time he gave them the modern
spirit of succinctness and sprightliness. He tried to explore the pith of classicism, especially the art of the Middle
Ages, based on his vital and sensitive consciousness of modern art. The art of this time is usually considered as
decadent and suffocating. But Zhang Wei has discovered new vitality in it. He learned from it the form and content,
and developed them with the spirit of postmodernism.

Zhang Wei is very talented and artistic. In the past few years, he has visited many countries in Europe and got
the chance fo appreciate the beauty of classic and modern art of those countries. He has been teaching in the
Affiliated High School of Guangzhou Academy of Fine Arts for ten years, and meanwhile he continued to study.
In the quiet and strong artistic atmosphere of the school campus, he devoted himself into the academic research
of oil painting, progressing both in teaching and painting. | am very impressed by the quick tempo and rich content
of his life too. His lately works are more straightforward and bright. The color is warmer and richer. The background
is mostly in one strong color, in order to create an atmosphere that matches the subject, and to bring out a
decorative effect. For example, in 'In Good Mood", the background color is clear yellow. The brushwork is lively
and fresh. The moment that three young students are jumping for joy is so vivid that you can almost hear them
laughing and cheering. "In Sun" is about two girls with umibrella. The four clear colors of yellow, blue, green and
red represent the pleasure of walking in sun. In 'The Age of Youth', a dazzling red set off the green clothes of a
young girl. A relaxed movement, flying thoughts and a reserved facial expression compose a situation of a leisurely

sitting girl. You can see that Zhang Wei has considered it very carefully. The movement and the facial expression



match very well the young girl. "Self-enjoying" presents us two street guitar musicians in a bizarre and misted tune.
The pink background is an excellent interpretation of a dreamilike city. Moreover, the light and colors reflect and
enhance each other. From these one or two touches, we know that he completely understand the succinctness
and sprightliness of modern art.
The famous French modernist poet G. Apollinaire said: "Art is not a mirror held up to nature, so cubism is basically
conceptual rather than perceptual.” Born in city, grown up in city, many Zhang Wei's lately works are about the
feeling and ideas of the young city boys and girls. It can be happy, leisure, passionate or distressed. It is sometimes
changing and uncertain, but sometimes lasting and clear. Because of his sensitivity, he is able to observe carefully,
to catch the tiny details of living, to evolve an understanding of his own and to put it into his painting. "A flashy
outward appearance without solid substance, there is no other mistake more serious than that." said Liu Zhi Ji in
his "Review of the science of History", chapter "Words". He warned us that we should not only paid attention to
the outward appearance, and forget the inner truth. This is also true by art. He interprets the wishes of modern
citizens to live a quiet and simple life with strong colors. His many years of devoted study both on Chinese and
western art let him understand the importance of combined efforts of eyes, hands and heart. He becomes good
at exploring the simple truth in life. He stays away from the influence of others and seizes the most essential things,
but never short of new ideas. No matter he wants to describe reality, feeling, emotion or reason, he can handle
it freely. His painting is not only perceptual, but also a combination of conceptual expression of the oriental art.
All the above is the results of his effort on understanding of life, artistic accomplishment and painting skills in both
Chinese and western ways. | would like in this moment send him a poem:

Ru Meng Songimpression of Zhang Wei's paintings

Flowing down my pen is my content, your ambition

To wash your heart and clear your road

Thorough knowledge of western and eastern

Splendid color and flaming passion

Flaming passion, flaming passion

On your beautiful journey of art
Zhang Wei's attention to city and to city emotion is the key point of his success. His kindness, his reserved personality
and his independent artistic character are already very well known. He uses his color intentionally or unintentionally
to realize a contradictory unity of external simplicity and rich connotations; hardening and relaxation. Very unique

and fresh.
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The Vernal Years
oil on canvas
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