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Glorious Achievements Implied in Arts

Preface on the Benxi Fine Works Collecion

of Painting, Calligraphy and Photography

[

o by Shi Fengai

The vear of 1999 is coincidetally the S0th anniversary of the tounding of the People’s Republic
of China. Under the leadership of CPC, great changes have taken place in the past half century

Particularly during the course of 200 years reform and opening up 1o the outside world, undertakings

of varieties have made great historical progress. Meanwhile the literary and art works at different
times are not only the vivid samples of modern social life in Benxi, hut also the true artistic reflection’
of Eastern Liaoning s spirit, culture, living and customs. As visual arts, paiting, calligraphy and
photography are making unprecedented splendid civilization in the history of Benxi literature,

Art brings good reputation to our hometown and valuable cultural heritage to our off-spring. We
are reminded that it is far from the degree of the civilization here only o deseribe Benxi as a7 Coal
and- Tron Citv.”  As a wordless means, ant gives a new look to Benxi, which communicates with the
outside world more easily and conveniently.

It is the unique and peculiar natural environment of Benxi that nurtures many artists of greal
talent and intelligence. However, importance should be attached to prosperity of literature and ant
through cultural freedom and great efforts of the artists” own. The fine arts in Benxi has been active

for many years. After 1980s, it suddenly leaped to the fore as a new force, which occupies an importan

place in Chinese art, and now a big troupe of artists has come into being. They initiate painting
exhibitions in Peking and foreign countries and publication of personal painting collection. They
once had good exhibition stands in the fine arts fairs held in Peking, shanghai and Guangzhou The
art works for national art fairs are on the increase, and at the same time, a well-known influential anist
called Feng Dazhong has been produced. As a sort of culture, the art in Benxi is honored by domestic
art experts as “Benxi Art Phenomenon”. Besides, calligraphy also comes 1o a new stage with tradition
followed and innovations made. Twenty-six fine calligraphy works from Benxi were once shown on

national calligraphy exhibitions. There has been formed a key contigent of calligraphers at different

ages. Photography is one of art undertakings that has entered international art world. In early 19805,
Benxi did produce many photo works that won international prizes. In recent years, under the
circumstances of reform and opening up. photography has already gone from photographers to the
mass, becoming a means for common people to express themselves, Especially. a batch of photo
studios that have sprung up recently has united photography and economic development intao one.
Photo artists are making innovations on the basis ol inheriting tradition and their teachers ™ instructions,
s0 the cultural taste of photo an is increasingly enhanced, It can be said that the surprising progress
made in the three depanments of ant mentioned above is an embodiment of the hard labor of generations
of artists, Today, when looking back on the splendid cultre at the turn of the century. we will be able
to gain a lifelike impression on the course of history, during which, T hope, the anists of Benxi should
thoroughly embaody artistic talent with full inventive passion and high responsible consciousness,
never failing to live up to times but creating as many masterpicees as possible (o greet the new century.
This book is not only an essence composed of the works carefully selected by experts concerned,
which are fine enough to represent the highest standard in the mountainous city, Benxi and arouse
Benxi people” s pride in their hometown so as to bring a new motive force for reaching the aim of
“building up the city and making its people rich™ | but also play an irreplaceable role in the world s
learning Benxi and implementing export-orented strategy.

September 1999, Benxi
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