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Foreword

]

Peculiar to China and noted for its “celestial beauty”, peony is the “Queen of Flowers’
to the Chinese people. It symbolizes happiness, prosperity and tranquillity.

And Heze (called Caozhou in ancient times) of .southwest Shandong Province became “"Ho -
me of Peony” way back in the Ming (1368 —1644) and Qing (1644 —1911) Dynasties. Its
acreage planted to this flower has expanded rapidly since the birth of New China in
1949. Now it grows peonies on some 330 hectares to become China’s biggest producer
and exporter of this at once graceful and gorgeous perennial.

Thanks to years of painstaking efforts on the part of the gardeners, Heze today boasts
more than 400 varieties of peony. To show the popular love for this flower, an art ex-
hibition featuring “Caozhou peony” was held in Beijing in spring 1985 under the joint spo-
nsorship of the Union of Chinese Calligraphers and its Shandong branch, the China Art
Gallery, the Cultural Affairs Department of Shandong, the Shandong branch of the Union
of Chinese Artists and the Heze City People’s Government., The 300 paintings and calligr-
aphic works on show were selected from among the 500 or more contributed by artists in 27
provinces, municipalities and autonomous regions.

To make the exhibition more colourful and to enhance its springtime atmo-spheré,
Heze sent more than 150 potted peonies of well-known varieties for display alongside the
exhibits.

Here the Shandong Fine Arts Publishing House has reproduced 169 of the “Caozhou peony*”
art exhibits for the benéfit of readers who are interested in painting and calligraphy and
who like peony. Through these remarkable pieces, this album re-creates the exhibition that

once caught the attention of the whole of Beijing.
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