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Abstract

During the 30 years of Open and Reform Police, China has been making progress steadily and
urbanized quickly. Being the best sample, the Pearl River Delta is one of the highest level
urbanization area in China. Large number of towns in PRD are making great change, and
transforming from villages towards cities, from traditional society towards modern society.
Because of such rapid urbanization process, these towns have to due with many conflict and
complex problems, suffering chaos. For example, the public space is one of the key issues. Due
to the history reasons, the massive construction of public spaces in the small towns are lack of
arrangements with very bad qualiﬁes. So it is impossible to solve this problem only by urban
plan method.

Urban public space is one of the subsystem of city, and will play a very important role to
the evolvement of city spaces. There for, public space is one of the major research topics in
modern planning and urban design. Based on the logic process from basic concept to practice,
this issue intercept “public space” as a carrier of the rapid urbanization in the PRD.

In the view of history, this dissertation analyze the arrangement, form and character of the
public space in PRD during the Ming and Qing dynasty. Being detailed and positive research of
the background of institutional change, this paper also do a systematic analysis of modern urban
public space and reveals the problems. Based on the contrast of tradition and modern public
space in the aspects of form. system. types. meaning, the author point out the function and
meaning transforming from Ming dynasty up to date.

On the other hand, the global economic process affect the people’s need of matter and
spirit. The massive population movement in the PRD also brings poignant social reform and
blend the cultural diversities. According to the urbanization and globalism, the cultural
transforming have great impact on the urban design theories and practice research of China.
Based on the theories of planning and cultural geography, the author draw a conclusion about
the development method of public space. Lastly, many ideas are suggested: make clear the
target of public space; learning from the traditional idea and experience of western countries;
build up the public space system in the towns; improve the habitation and preserve historic site
and cultural relics, and so on. As a developed area in China, the study on evolvement of Pearl
River Delta will play a more and more important role in constructing the public space in the

towns during our rapid urbanization process.

Key Words: Public Space, Evolvement, Town, Pearl River Delta
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