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Xiamen Construction and Its Architecture Style (preface)

- by director of Xiamen construction commission and general architect, senior architect, ChenYongXin

In the moment of the 50th birthday of the People’s Republic
of China and Macau's Rewrning, We provide this book of
(The Sight-seeing of Xiamen Architecture)) on behalf of the
staff and workers, and express our sincere thanks to all the
leaders and people of all the circles. who have been
of Xiamen.

and ing the city

Xiamen, locating on the south-east coast of our motherland,
north bordering Quanzhou, south neighbouring on

Zhangzhou, and east looking to the Taiwan Islands across
the sea, now administers seven districts, with total area of
1516 sq.km.. and the population of 1.23 million. Xiamen city,
built in the year of Hongwu 20th of the Ming dynasty
(A.D.1378), and opened up as one of the “five trading ports”
together with Shanghai. Guangzhou, Ninbo and Fuzhou after
the Opium War, is of remote history in the influence of
external cultures. The early buildings in Xiamen exactly
contained many architectural styles and schools from all over
the world, particularly the Jimei School Village and the
architectural complex of Xiamen University. which present
a good combination of Chinese and Western elements, and
the architectural buildings in Gulang Yu,which are named “the
fair of world architectural buildings”, and etc.

After Xiamen SEZ started in 1980, especially in the 1990's
alongside with the steady growth of economic strength, the
city ion has been ds ping vig . and has

surrounding the moon. Xiamen takes full advantage of its
excellent physi
landscape city with urban in sea and sea in urban. urban and

cal environment and makes up an eological

landscape blending into a harmony.

As far as the architectural styles are concerned, Xiamen
city incorporates different styles and schools. and provides a
displaying stage for the architects from home and abroad. and
more and more architectural beauties of the city represent
different schools and styles: Tax and Insurance Building, China
Bank Building, Minnan Building. Inter-national Trade
Building, and ete, present their freshness and brightness,
translucence and pureness by the ideological and practical
change of three dimensional body, and with the aid of the
concrete, aluminium alloy, glass curtaining wall and etc, these
buildings combine perfectly the architectural technology and
art into each other.

Such buildings as Victoria Club stand for the style of good
combination of Chinese and Western elements in the new
times. These buildings model themselves on the style of
times, with good
of modern decorating materials and the artistic carvings, in

Roman times or the

which the building craftsmen of south Fujian province are
very skilled, and with the aid of the sentimentalism and
romantic charm contained in the architectural figure and its

achieved great success attracting people’s attention: the proper
has expanded from 125q.km. in 1980 to 70.185q.km. now:
the average living space from 4.0sq.m. per capita in 1980 to
11.625q.m. per capita now: the basic installation including
urban transportation. communication, water supply, power
supply. fuel gas. sewage disposal, and ect. are becoming
perfect day by day; the city appearance has changed beyond
recognition. Since 1996. Xiamen was successively graded
as not only “national sanitary city”, “national gardens city”,
“national model city in environmental protection”. and
“national excellent tour city”. and “national advanced port
city in spiritual civilization construction™, but also “national
advanced city in civilization construction work™, and etc.

Xiamen is a beautiful gulf-typed city. from the eyes of
urban planning. the urban stretches along the western sea

Xiamen Island: group:
layout, and forming its city structure--a myriad of stars

. these buildings display their characteristic styles.

In recent years. a lot of modelling buildings represented by
the “hereditary House of Great Tang Dynasty” rise quietly.
These buildings try to seek inspiration from returning to
Chinese architectural tradition, to display and continue another
traditional excellent Chinese architectural school and style of
Xiamen archtectural buildings.

In the 215t century, Xiamen is going to be an international,
modernized port and scenic city. The city construction will
develop in higher degree, we sincerely welcome travelling
traders home and abroad to invest in Xiamen and take part in
the city construction, and eamestly expect more architects to
make the most of their talents and create more smart
architectural sketches ever-standing in the human world.

Oct. 1, 1999
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