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ABSTRACT

Based on adequate analysis of lots of empirical data in relation to MSM commercial
sex practice in Chinese society, the author wrote this research report containing valuable
findings that have filled a blank area of the subject in the inquiry to sexuality in China.

There are totally 550,000 Chinese characters in the whole book. It has selected and
included nearly 500 cases of respondent interviews. After field study, some unknown
phenomena were elaborated in details and discussed concretely.

The data collected in this study comes from the people who are involved in MSM
commercial sex (sex workers, establishment owners, sex workers’ clients, informants
and other participants). They openly shared their lived experience with the researchers.
The primary raw data that reflects the self expression and interpretation of the subjects
in MSM commercial sex practice was rarely seen in the previous studies. The original
narratives the respondents who gave openly were meaningful texts that illuminate
multiplicity, diversity and particularity in humanity, social relationships and sexual
relationships. From their individual and subjective experience, we can learn and understand
its social, cultural and economic contexts. They are a valuable resource of valid raw
data for further examination from different theoretical perspectives.

After an in-depth investigation, this study has revealed many underlying issues in
MSM commercial sex that is far beyond people’s stereotypical understanding about it.
For example, both sex workers and their clients have diverse needs in commercial sex
relationships; Poverty and intimation are not the major reasons why MSM sex workers
end up in the sex industry; MSM sex workers may have different views about the values
of the body and autonomy of their bodies; There exists a lack of a system that provides
deeper social support in MSM commercial sex practice; MSM sex workers have needs
that require a humanistic response.

In addition, this study has shed light on many extraordinary issues in the homosexual
world, but beyond people’s imagination. For example, there are some sex workers who
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are highly educated, or elderly, or cross-dressed etc. MSM sex workers may buy sex
from female sex workers or other MSM sex workers. The pimps may have sex with the
sex workers. Provision of sexual competency training to sex workers and the variation
in the acceptance of it; social relationships of the subjects involved in MSM commercial
sex; rural migrant workers’ passive involvement in MSM commercial sex.

To date, the abovementioned phenomena and issues are still blank and unknown
areas of sexuality study and good for a closer examination from multi-disciplinary
perspectives. What suggests from the sexual minority and their experience in contrast
with their counterparts — sexual majority, can provide valuable insights that informs our
understanding of gender, sexual morality and sexual politics.

For example, are there any similarities or differences between homosexual and
heterosexual commercial sex practices? An inquiry to this research question, we need to
peel off the superficial layer of the homo/heterosexual commercial sex and reveal the
wider and deeper social, cultural, historical and ethical contexts of sexuality issue. This
study has highlighted some assumptions that needs to be addressed by the social research
in the future. From this sense, the significance of this book also lies in showing the
directions sexuality studies should go in the future.

This study adheres to the postmodernist view to conceptualize sexuality and
examined MSM commercial sex by putting them into a sociological framework, From
the above theoretical premises, the author comes out with his own arguments:

(1) The MSM sex workers in contemporary Chinese society get involved in sex
work on the basis of autonomy, voluntary decision and informed consent. Basically
their relationships with pimps, clients are not the kind that is inferior, dependent and
subordinated. They all benefit from commercial sex. Their relationships with the pimps
are the kind that is cooperative and resource sharing. Such an argument surely challenges
traditional morality and values and opens up the space for the construction of a new
theory.

(2) MSM commercial sex practice in contemporary Chinese society, although
following traditional ‘game rules’, has been undergone a social transformation that values
the basic human rights of the participants. The traditional protocols now give more
space to the autonomy and rights of MSM sex workers.

(3) Within the MSM community, there exist some degree of commonality in the
self evaluation of sexuality and self worth. The commonality is more widely seen in the
stigmatization and discrimination against homosexual behavior. The research findings,
however, reveal more discrepancies between MSM community activities and MSM



commercial sex in terms of interpersonal relationships, sexual relationships and
community relations. They have their own structures and systems that operate
independently, although there exist some overlapped parts.

(4) All kinds of harmful behavior that occur in MSM commercial sex activities are
a consequence of a law system that endorses traditional sexual morality, and social
discrimination against the participants in commercial sex. The harmful behavior can
cause more harms when the victims remain silent and feel reluctant to seck for help due
to fear of legal punishment and social discrimination. Some individual behavior that
causes harm to others is legitimated by the tit-for-tat mentality.

(5) From a humanistic standpoint, the author tries to advocate on the provision of
social support and care to MSM sex workers. He argues that, what can limit or avoid
incidence of harmful behavior in commercial sex and sustain behavioral change among
sex workers is to give them care and support rather than regulate them with the repressive
law and morality. The society should help them to secure autonomy in their social lives.
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PREFACE

Following the sensational works Titled Sexuality and Expression of Self Identities
in Chinese MSM Community in 2005, Beijing Gender Health Education Institute
continuously obtained support from Ford Foundation in 2006 to carry out another sexuality
study led by Mr. Tong Ge, a famous scholar and writer in China to investigate the issue
of Commercial Sex In the Chinese MSM Community. Now the book about this study has
been completed successfully.

These two books make significant contribution to the inguiry of sexuality in China
in the sense of unigue perspectives and in-depth exploration. Their academic values also
lie explicitly in conceptualization and research methodology.

At present, the translation of the Book Titled ‘Sexuality and Expression of Self
Identities in Chinese MSM Community’ has been in progress with the support of Ford
Foundation. We believe the English Version will surely promote exchange of information
and communication with the international academic community.

As a small institution specialized in counseling and research in China, Beijing Gender
Health Education Institute feels privileged and delighted carrying out and coming out
with these two important works as well as some other research projects. We are pleased
to contribute our bits to present research outputs that can better represent China and
" have greater impact in the arena of the inquiry of sexuality in China and internationally.

This book - ‘emmercial Sex In the Chinese MSM Community’ is a long research
report of approximately 550,000 Chinese characters, that includes 500 cases of in-
depth interviews as well as analysis of 9 cases of quantitative data. In this research
report, the issue of MSM commercial sex in Chinese society is examined and discussed

comprehensively with adequate support of details and concrete empirical data. After we

2



have conducted a careful research on the similar studies, we can proudly say that this
researc-h project, together with this book by Mr. Tong Ge as an output of it, has filled
the blank in the understanding of the issue of MSM Commercial Sex in the arena of
sexuality study in China,

Rich empirical data and a humanistic view in this book sheds light to the phenomena
of MSM commercial sex forced underground by the present Chinese law System.
Compared and contrasted with the building of social relationships by the means of
having sex in the MSM community, MSM commercial sex, apart from some similarities,
has its own world in terms of expression of sexual behavior and partnerships, the ways
of interaction and communication, mechanism of organizing and developing commercial
sex relationships. When we contrast it with heterosexual commercial sex, we can see
great discrepancy in the organization and structure of social relationships, especially in
sexual morality and ethics.

The actual constraining social circumstances create lots of difficulties that prevent
researchers from entering this particular field of study. That’ s why we know little
about this topic. In the parts of discussion and analysis, this research report simply give
questions for further consideration in relation to many valuable issues highlighted during
the investigation, but hard to be addressed sufficiently in this study. We believe that this
investigation report can be instrumental as a window for people to clearly see the
phenomenon of MSM Commercial Sex, and as a step stone that allows more sexuality
researchers to go further to explore and hunt what glitters underneath this valuable
piece of land.

The author adheres to a modern humanistic standpoint during the course of the
study, and throughout the process of conceptualization and research methodology. Mr.
Tong Ge, as a writer from the Chinese gay community and a scholar outside of the
academic sphere, has his particular position and view of points in terms of the importance
of use of research respondents ? narratives in the inquiry to homosexuality in China.

We believe that their narratives will be powerful enough to illuminate the Chinese
social, cultural, historical and economic contexts in this field of study and creates
particularity and specificity in the understanding of such a dynamic social world. It also
highlights the Chinese context in which social relationships are shaped and reshaped in
the Chinese MSM community.

Here we wish this book would be of help to the domestic and international social
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scientists. We hope it may strike some sparkles and bring something new and extraordinary
in the understanding of human sexuality.

This book would hardly be done without the warmly support of various stakeholders.
First and foremost, we would like to extend our sincere gratitude to Ford Foundation
for its continuous trust and support, and to Dr. Eve Lee in particular for her unselfish
support and encouragement as well as her commitment to the development of sexuality
studies in China.

Here we would like to acknowledge Mr. Tong Ge’ s hard work in this research
project. He trusts us always. As early as in 2002, Mr. Tong Ge accepted our invitation
and worked hard on the given research projects. The achievements we’ ve made during
the recent years would be impossible without his efforts. We would continuously create
better working conditions for him and more researchers to make greater success in the
field of sexuality study.

Thanks also go to Professor Pan Suiming of Institute of Sexuality and Gender,
Renmin University of China for his unfailing encouragement and technical guidance as
always.

We would like to thank all the consultants who were invited to give support to this
research project. With their participation, we will be able to free our mind from the
restrictive academic knowledge, structure and standpoint and add depth to diversity and
multiplicity in the field of sexuality study.

Besides, we would like to genuinely acknowledge the support of MSM volunteers
in more than ten cities where we conducted investigations. Without their understanding
and unselfish sharing of their social connections, without adequate rapport they have
developed through delivery of care in their voluntary HIV/AIDS work, and without their
patient explanation and mobilization, we would not have had such open and sincere
interview conversations that went deep enough.

What 5 more, we will never forget the contribution of China HIV/AIDS Prevention
and Control Society YVolunteer Development Unit, National Center for HIV/AIDS
Prevention and Control, National Center for STD Prevention and Control (Nanjing),
Guangdong CDC, Shenzhen CDC, Shenzhen Chronic Disease Hospital, whose support
made it easy for Mr. Tong Ge to attend meetings, give lectures and carry out the
investigation in their cities.

Last but not the least, we are greatly indebted to all the respondents who shared their
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experience with us. It is their understanding and sincere attitude that keep feeding the book
the impulse of lives.
‘we have a long, long way to travel, and I

I will explore the truth all the way.’

For anything in the world, there should be always someone who cares about it,
someone who studies it, someone who is to understand, and someone who takes action
in order to promote a positive progress towards it!

With all the understanding, encouragement and support, we ought to keep up great
efforts.

Beijing Gender Health Education Institute



