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Strive to Enrich Architectural Creation in Shenzhen

WAtk - {805/ By Li Chuanfang Deputy Mayoress of Shenzhen Municipal Government
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It is inspiring that the Special Column of Shenzhen Construction jointly
edited by the Capital Construction Office under the People’s Government
of Shenzhen City, Shenzhen Municipal City Planning Bureau and the
World Architecture Review Agency is now placed in front of the readers.

This book looks back on Shenzhen’s nine years Construction achieve-
ments. In a sense, this special issue serves as a show window of technolo-
gy, knowledge, management and the open policy through which people
will understand Shenzhen SEZ's open policy and its marvelous innovations
and continuous progress in transformation and Shenzhen builders’ bold
spirit of forging ahead and creating. The publcation of this book will cer-
tainly promote the exchange of architectural arts and techniques both at
home and abroad and therefore has far-reaching significance.

Shenzhen, as a new and developing city, from the very start, had a
clear guiding ideology in its city construction, ie. a good investment en-
vironment, a good social and living environment must be created. The uni-
que style and features of a city, as resources themselves, have a great
attraction. Such environment makes people willing to carry on exchange
and business activities in it. It is believed that the environment of a city
involves extensive contents of which the architectural style and features of
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buildings are an important part which should not be overlooked.So we in
a lot of work on this aspect from the initial stage of Shenzhen City con-
struction.

For example, in the construction of residential quarters, we set re-
quirements for the distance between buildings and encouraged architects
to make bold creations. The Binhe, Yuanling and Baishaling residential
quarters this book introduces are representative works with outstanding
creativeness,

A series of measures have been taken in the work:

1. choosing designs through public appraisal, calling for tenders for
projects and introducing competitive mechanism;

II. as the saying goes, “fishswim freely in the wide sea and birds fly
freely in the boundless sky”, creating favorable environment for architects
to display their abilities to the full. What has actually been done is as
shown below:

1. Doing away with outmoded rules and conventions and proceeding
from actual demands. For example, so far as the size is concerned, the
building for the Party Committee of Luchu District is larger than the one
for the Party Committee of Shenzhen Municipality and Shenzhen Uni-
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versity Library is larger than Shenzhen City Library.

2. Advocating fair competitions in calling for tenders,guaranteeing the
quality of plans for appraisal and examination, treating Chinese anqd fore-
ign competitors equally without discrimination.

3. Adopting good quality designs without considering the designers’
seniority and prestige. For example, the main designer of the Helicopter
Airport is just an assistant engineer, the planning of the Baishaling re-
sidential quarters has absorbed cerain thoughts of trainers from Tongji
University and the design of the Yuanling residential quarters has
absorbed certain opinions given by students of South China University of
Science and Technology.

4. Spreading the idea of acquiring each other’s strong points to make
mutual development and improvement and creating an atmosphere of “let-
ting a hundred flowers blossom and a hundred schools of thought con-
tent”.

5. Attaching importance to comprehensive design environment of
combining architecture with sculptures, artistic decorations and gardens.

6. Importing new management methods, new technology, new proces-
ses, and new materials.
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7. Respecting architects and designers. As stipulated by the Municipal

Government, the names of the designers and construction units of impor-
tant buildings should be carved on the buildings. Appraisal meetings have
been held many time to encourage architects to turn out excellent
works.
II. Prudently examining and approving design plans. As the implementa-
tion of design plans has direct influence upon buildings and environment,
we adopt a prudent policy in examining and approving designs and the
final decision is made through collective discussions at regular examina-
tion and approval meetings. Plans for major projects should be discussed
at meetings of leaders of the municipal Government and the approval
document should be issued by the Municipal Government. ,

The nine years’ practice has proved that what we have done is cor-
rect. With the development of construction, Shenzhen City’s unique fea-
tures and architectural style are gradually taking shape. Now this book
presents Shenzhen’s practice and historical summery to the reader. This
will serve as a new starting point for our work. Let’s strive to create
worthy architectural works for our era.

Translated by Zhang Ye
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Before the establishment of the Special Economic Zone, Shenzhen was

only a small town in the border area with an urban area of about three
square kilometres and population of over 20,000 people and a construction
floor area of 290,000 square metres (the average living area per capita
being 2.74 square metres and the highest being a five-storey building).
The total length of its road was less than one kilometre. The streets
were old and narrow with a tattered look.

From the time when the SEZ was founded in 1979 to the year of
1988, our investment in capital construction amounts to RMB 10,350 mil-
lion yuan. The total construction area of all kinds of buildings that have
been completed amounts to 14,627,000 square metres With a completed
urban area of 47.6 square kilometres a medium-size modemn city has begun
to take shape.

Through nine year’s work, we have set up 307 schools of different
kinds with 136,700 students, 187 kindergartens with 26,000 children, 311
medical institutions including 34 hospitals with 2,309 beds, 7 cultural cen-
tres, 4 public libraries, a gymnasium, museum, a television station, a
broadcasting station, etc. As for high buildings, 140 highrises more than
18 storeys height, with a total floor area of 3.29 million square metres,
have been set up,which can be used for different purposes.

As for municipal works, the construction of the international airport
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is soon to be started and the Helicopter Airport Nantou District has been
into service. The annual handling capacity of the present harbours is
4,854,000 tons. The Ma Bay Harbour and Yantian Deep Water Harbour
are now under rapid construction. The Guangzhou-Shenzhen electric rail-
way will be completed in the near future. The project of Guangzhou-
Shenzhen Expressway is now under construction. A complete rod sys-
tem has been finished and 24 bus lines have been opened up. 4 new water-
works have been completed with a daily water supply of more than
400,000 tons. The power plant with an installed capacity of 700,000 KW
has already been put into operation and the Daya Bay Nuclear Power Sta-
tion is now under construction. Facilities for post and telecommunications
have been increasing with the development of situation. Direct dial tele-
phones can directly reach 110 cities in 19 countries and regions. With the
development of foreign trade, Luchu and Wenjindu ports have been ex-
panded and Shatoujiao, Shekou, Xiaomeisha and Huanggang ports have
been newly set up.

As for tourism, vacation and tour areas of “five lakes and four seas”
have been opened up, ie. the Silver Lake, Xili Lake, Honey Lake, East
Lake and Shiyan Lake, and Dameisha Sea Beach, Xiaomeisha Sea Beach,
Shekou Sea Beach and Shenzhen Bay Sea Beach. Over 80 first-class and
average hotels and guest houses with 20,000 beds have been set up.
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Tourism Buildings in Shenzhen

it~ By Yan Songyue
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Geographically favored as a neighbor
with Hong Kong both on land and across a
strait, Shenzhen enjoys a paramountly charm-
ing natural environment, a pleasant weather
and satisfactory transport facilities. Hence a
continuously flourishing tourism. So far tour-
ist buildings in Shenzhen have taken on an in-
itial shape, capable of basically satisfying the
nceds of tourists from different strata and
hosting large-size conferences.

The tourist buildings in Shenzhen can be
roughly classified into two categories: one is
the holiday villages known to all; and the
other includes hotels and restaurants.

Holiday Villages: This is a major promin-
ent feature of Shenzhen's tourt buildings. The
building-groups are laid against mountains or
along the water, integrated with natural en-
vironment. Usually a holiday village can offer
several items of amusement facilities. and is a

10

FARBEW N X B B KUEB
KZHRRER  WRHEDIRBERERME - &
28It FR—EBHNGRESIERS - ©
—RBEHPILERE - EREROUEM - ©
PERERNERMTERE - KeMESD

' MBEFPIBVRRSE © SLRER - Bl
WHEHORE - REASRNBSIDRE
& EfISRERR R RERIRH
o EfIENEET - WHRIETURE TR » R
BENERET o SEEHERN - $58
BR  SKEMRBIBRABVIEIRRERS
o i 2.8 FONE  HES T HIBE
1,200 Ao BEE - BIE - REDKH B2
B8R  OREE - BEHEELUS - 83
8~ NRUEES © BIAEER - ARG © HRAE
KLEEBE -~ B - Bk 2E%Z
EERE - COIEERRETIDEE80%
PLE OBBESESITA  TE8ER
BE—RBTT - #RAMHTNREED
B > BT — - BELREDIISIRGE
RPEBREED - BRED  FTEEH

comprehensive tourist resort catering to cat-
ing, drinking, amusing and lodging. A typical
case is Honey Lake Country Club. It occupies
an area of 2.8 square kilometers on which are
set up buildings of various architectural types.
This country club boasts of a complete set of
amusement items, which attract an endless
flow of tourists on holidays and festivals. It is
the biggest tourist spot. Xili Lake Holiday
Village is another case. It fully exploits the
local advantageous conditions and uses the
local resources for building materials. Most of
its houses and roads are made with the local
granite. The villas arc located along the hills
and the lake with a very distinct rural flavour.
The Shiyian Hot Spring Holiday Village is
famous for its Jade Hot Spring as the only
high-temperature spring in Shenzhen, Hong
Kong and Kowloon. This holiday village dis-
plays a delightful architectural style. Its purple
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glazed tiles and semi-circular windows give
oft an exotic atmosphere. Silver Lake Tourist
Centre has its whole building group sur-
rounded by green mountains, typical of the
Guangdong  Architectural Style. Among its
buildings there are villas in imitation of the
Four Famous Gardens of Guangdong, the in-
terior design of which is both graceful and up
to date. Siu Mui Sha Beach Recreation Centre
takes a special pride in the beach and sca
view. On summer days here is a bustling
scene crowded with tourists. In this beach
centre sail-shaped step-by-step buildings have
been built to harmonize them with the en-
vironment. The shapes are succinct yet attrac-
tive. Shenzhen Bay Hotel stands on the bay
with Hong Kong on the other shore. The
wings of the main building are designed in a
flight of stairs. Most of the guest rooms are
facing the bay and form an integral whole



