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Special English

1. Which of the following statement about
April Fool's Day is true?
a. April Fool’s Day is the first Saturday of April.
b. It is an official holiday.
c. Historians don’t know exactly when the holiday got started.
d. Some believe the holiday started in Ancient Greece.
2. King changed the yearly calendar in 1564.
a. Charles IV
b. Charles V
c. Charles VI
d. Charles VII

3. Why are some people being called “April Fools"?
a. Because they do not know the change of New Year’s Day.
b. Because they refuse to recognize the new New Year’s Day.
c. Because they are very foolish.
d. Because they continue to celebrate New Year on Apr. 1st.

4, brought the April Fool’s Day to America.
a. Early settlers from Scotland
b. Early settlers from England
c. Early settlers from France
d. Early settlers from Germany




Special English

Saturday, April 1, is April Fool's Day in
the United States. It is not a real
holiday like the Fourth of July' or
Labor Day? It is not observed by the
schools or the government. It is justa
day when people traditionaily® play
tricks on* each other.

History experts say people have been
celebrating April Fool's day for a long
time. The custom began so long ago,
It is difficult to know how it got started.
Some people believe the tradition
came from the ancient‘* Romans
more than 2,000 years ago.

Other history experts say the day for
fooling® began in France in 1564,
when King Charles IV changed the
yearly calendar®. He moved New
Year's Day from April 1 to January 1.
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3. traditionally adv. 5% £
4. ancient adj. HH
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Many people did not know about the
change because it was difficult to com-
municate* in those days. Others knew
but refused* to accept it. For what-
ever* reason, some people continued
to celebrate New Year's Day on April
1. Other people called them April Fools.
And they played jokes on’ them.

People in Britain and Scotland recog-
nize April 1 as a day of fooling.

A famous joke in Scotland was to send
someone to a house to deliver* a
letter. The letter told the receiver?® it
was a joke. The receiver would say
the letter was for the person who lived
down the road*. After traveling many
miles this way, the tired Scot would
return home to find friends laughing
at the joke.
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7. play jokes on sb.
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8. receiver n.
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Early settlers® from England brought
April fooling to the American colonies™.
And Americans today still play tricks on
each other on April Fool's Day.

Children put signs on the backs of their
friends that read: kick me, or hit me.
They may tell their friends that school
has been canceled. Or they ring the
doorbells on homes, run away, then
yell* “April Fool!” as the homeowner
answers the door.

Adults also play tricks. One year in
Hawaii", a radio announcer™ told lis-
teners the government would return
everyone's taxes. As you can imagine®,
this April Fool's joke caused a great deal
of trouble at the local tax office3!
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9, settler n HEZE

10. colony n AR

11. Hawaii n  RER (RENSE)
12. announcer n BER

13. tax office BEm (Ar)
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®  play tricks on JFIpK (trick #% /5, HIEED '
As a child, Dina liked to play tricks on her younger brother.
NIR, BB ERIRFE S .

® communicate v. BE%%, BT, TF
Bees can communicate with each other.

BURREH A E .

® refuse v. 354
Mary’s application to school was refused.
BRI BiEHEES.

®  whatever adj. LibfHARER
For whatever reason, Mr. Stevens was unable to come.

HFFAIRE, B CEEReERT .

€  deliver v.ifit
Allen had the goods he ordered delivered to the door.
KRBEAEMITHHREE IO,

® downtheroad 7EEEIYT—3L

Her house was just down the road from here.

W ERIERE I 57— % .

& yell v. KW (ny)
The coach pelled “Don’t dog it!” to his players.
HAEME BB R KW “BIkisLr »

® imagine v.}%,; &4
Helen had never been to Europe, but often imagined what it was like,

LRSS B R A58 e il
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Purely American Festival--Thanksgiving

(W HIERR]

1. All the following statements about
Thanksgiving are true EXCEPT
a. thanksgiving is a purely American holiday.
b. thanksgiving is a religious holiday.
c. thanksgiving is a time for family reunion.
d. a large dinner is a main part of Thanksgiving celebration.

2. Why are people worried about flying on a plane now?
a. Because there are several airplane accidents recently.
b. Because the airplane travel is too busy around this time of year.
c. Because of the 9.11 terrorist attack.
d. Because travel by air is becoming more expensive.

3. Which of the following is NOT mentioned as a traditional Thanks-
giving food?
a. Turkey
b. Potatoes
c. Cranberries
d. Pumpkin pie

4, Americans have added new traditions to their Thanksgiving céle-
bration, such as
a. travel abroad
b. dinner at luxurious restaurants
c¢. Thanksgiving concerts
d. football games

ZHNT 0
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This Thursday is Thanksgiving Day.
The writer O. Henry called it the one
day that is purely* American. Thanks-
giving is not a religious holiday. But it
has spiritual' meaning. Some Ameri-
cans attend? religious services on the
day before Thanksgiving or on
Thanksgiving morning. Others travel

long distances to be with their families. -

They have a large dinner, which is the
main part of the celebration®.

For many Americans, Thanksgiving is
the only time when all members of a
family gather. The holiday is a time of
family reunion*. Thanksgiving week
is generally* one of the busiest travel
times of the year.

However, experts say this year prob-
ably will be different.

On September 11, thousands of people
died when terrorists® hijacked* air-
planes that struck buildings in Wash-
ington D.C. and New York City. Many
people now say they are worried about
flying on a plane. Travel experts say
almost 6 percent fewer people will
make long trips this Thanksgiving com-
pared with* last year.

Special English
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Many Americans who usually visit fam-
ily and friends by plane are driving
shorter distances instead this week.

Some mental-health* experts say the
attacks® have frightened’ people.
They say people feel safer and hap-
pier close to® home.

More than any other holiday, Thanks-
giving is a celebration of family and
home. Many people say that this year
they are especially thankful® for their
families and friends and the good
things in their lives. On Thanksgiving,
people enjoy a long day of cooking,
eating and talking. The traditional meal
almost always includes a turkey' with
a bread mixture! cooked inside.

E—B, #EAFLIMAFS
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; 6. attack n  #E; Xk .
l 7. frighten n. ERE, EHF
8. close to some place EXMiE, %Mk
| 9. thankful adj. B By
10. turkey n K38
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Other traditional Tha
served with turkey are sweet potat-
oes'?, cranberries™ and pumpkin pie.
Stores are said to sell more food at
Thanksgiving than at any other time of
year. And many people eat more food
at Thanksgiving than at any other time
of year.

giving foods

Over the years, Americans have
added* new traditions to their
Thanksgiving celebration. For exam-
ple, a number of professional* and
university football'* games are played
on Thanksgiving Day. Some of the
games are broadcast* on national
television.
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purely adv. 5e4zhh, 4iBH:
His neighbors help him purely out of friendship.
BB 2 R T R H.

attend v. &N, HIE
Mark must attend a meeting this afternoon.
AR F BRI

generally adv. —#EHL
Generally speaking, Robert woke up very early.
— YK, FREE/HRE.

hijack v. #85h, #¥F

The bus was hijacked by a man.

— 8 B T T KA S

compare with K-~ HHEL

Self study can’t compare with a college education.

B RERUOR BB A

mental-health O FE{ERE (mental 3§ “F#0 LAY, LM
Working so hard was not good for his mental-health.
X FESE ) TAER G T B AR

add V. iﬁﬁbﬂ s i@ 75\%\
The editor added the news to the report.
GRAHCHRET A T X4 HHE.

professional  adj. BUAYT: Sk WITHY
~ As far as | know, the professional basketball players had their first Olympic
performance in 1936.

sk, BERESRE KB INRIESET 1936 F.

broadcast v. K, I
The program will be broadcast live next week.
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Stories of Valentine’s Day

(W 2R

1. Valentine’s Day got its day from
a. a Christian
b. a young couple
c. a church
d. a religious reading

2. A holiday for lovers is first celebrated by Romans
a. 1,400 years ago
b. 1,700 years ago
c. 2,000 years ago
d. 2,200 years ago

3. The Americans usually DO NOT express their love by .
a. sending cards through the mail system
b. sending email messages
¢. having it printed in a newspaper
d. making telephone calls




