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FOREWORD

It is hoped that this album will give the readers a brief survey of the development
of China’s railway transportation, some pictures of the beautiful scenery along the lines,
and the achievements the young People’s Republic of China made in railway con-
struction in the past thirty years.

Compared with the first railway built in the world, China was half a century late
in building hers. During the 73 years from 1876 when she started constructing it to
1949 when the People’s Republic was founded, only 21,000 kilometres of railway were
constructed in China, averaging less than 300 kilometres built per year and these were
irrationally distributed as concentrating mainly in the northeastern part and the coastal
provinces of the country. By 1949 when the mainland was liberated, most of these roads
were in such bad repairs that only 11,000 kilometres of them were barely serviceable.

Since 1949 railway construction has developed quickly. By the end of 1978, more
than 50,000 kilometres was opened to traffic, averaging more than 1,000 kilome-
tres built annually in the past thirty years. Neither the torrential Changjiang
and Huanghe nor the forests of the Khingan range, the boundless Tengri sand dunes nor
the stupendous and snow-swathed Qinling, Qilian and Tianshan mountains, the Gobi
desert nor the salt lake of the Tsaidam Basin, could stop the extending of the railways.
Now with the exception of Lhasa, capital of the Tibet Autonomous Region, the capitals
of the other provinces and autonomous regions and municipalities on the mainland are
connected with Beijing by rails. Many of the former remote minority nationality areas
are now easily accessible by train. A railway transport network undertaking about
70 per cent of the freight transportation of the country is formed, playing a vital part
in the development of the country’s national economy.

More railway lines will be constructed all over China to serve better the country’s
socialist modernization. Now the booming of road building machinery echoes through-
out the perilous peaks of the Kunlun Mountains, while engineers are surveying by the
racing Yaluzangbu River in Tibet. Before long, our railway builders will advance to
the “roof of the world,” to link by rails the plateau city of Lhasa with the national
capital Beijing.

This album, edited and designed according to geographical regions, consists of
photographs of the north, the northeast, the east, the central south, the southwest and
the northwest China, as well as the life of the Chinese railway workers. Material about
the Taiwan Province is not, however, included in the present edition.
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The office building of the Ministry of Railways.
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Night scene of the marshal yard of Fengtai Western Station.
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The dispatch office of the Beijing
Station.
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Before the train starts.
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A train wends its
way alongside the
Great Wall.







