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Everyday conversation

4. Asking for the Time

—Excugse me. Do you have the time?
—Yes. It's just three.
—Thank you.

—Not at all.

—What time is it now?
"—Llet's see. It"s eleven-twenty-three.
_ —Thanks,

—Sure.

’

~What time do you have? I think my watch's fast.
It gains about ten minutes every day.
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—0Oh? I have six-fifteen.

—Just as I thought. I have six-twenty-five.

—Is that clock correct?
—No. I believe it's a little slow.
-1 thought so. I have one-thirty.

—So do 1.

—%hat's the time?

—I'm sorry. I don't have a watch.

2. Asking the Way

—Excuse me, but could you tell me the way to the
Eareast Department Store?
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—Yes. Go straight shead. It's on the right side
of the street at the second traffic light.

~Thank you very much.

»

—That's all right.

—Excuse me, but I wonder if Shilin is around here.

—Yes. This is Shilin. What number are you looking
for?

—Number 23. Mr. Tan.

—Oh, that's the third house across the street. The
one with the white gate.

—Thank you very much.

—Not at all.

%
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—Excuse me \'Do you know if a Mr. Wang lives around

here?

-I'm sorry. I dgon't live in this neighborhood. But
I noticed a police box just down the street. Why
don't you ask there?

—Thank you. I will.

~Excuse me, officer, but I'm trying to fine the way
to Mr. Wang's house. Can you help me out? '

~What's the address?

~All I know is that he lives in Shilin.
~What's his first name?

~Chang-Kuao.

~Just a minute. I'l1l check the register. Yes. Here

it is.

~Good.
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—Here's a map. This is where you are now.

-1 see.

—Go straight along this street till you come to a
public bath.

—Yes.

—Then turn right into this little alley. Mr. Wang
house is at the end of the alley.

—0Oh, that should be easy to find. Thanks a lot.

—~That's all right.

—Excuse me, does Miss Lin live here?
~No. I'm afraid not.
—Isn't this number twenty-seven?

—Yes, it is. But twenty-seven includes about tw.o oty
different houses. I've never heard of a Miss 1 .

I suggest you ask at the rice shop down the street.
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~Thank you. I'm sorry I troubled you.

-Not at all.

~Give me a pack of those cigarettes, please.
—Yes, sir. Twenty-two dollars.

~Here you are. By the way, how can I get to the
See-chih station?

—Just go straight along this road until you come to
a railroad bridge. Go under the bridge. It's on the
left hand side. You can't miss it.

-1s it within walking distance?

—Well, it'Il take about twenty minutes walking. You'd
be better off taking the bus. There's a bus. There's
a bus stop over there.

—Thank you.

—Don't mention it.

~1i-
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-1 had a very nice time, but I'm afraid it's getting
rather late. I'd better be going now. Can you call
-a cab?

—I've never called one before. But you can catch
one easily at the corner.

—~Even at this time of .night?

—Sure. The later it gets, the easier it is to get a
cab. I1'11 walk you down to the main street.

—That won't be necessary.

—Excuse me, officer. I'm trying to find the Taipei
Hospital. Is it around here?

—Yes. Get om the bus in front of this police box
and get off at the third stop. It's on the other
side of the street.

—Could 1 walk?

_13..
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~You could. But it'd take fifteen or twenty minutes.
—1 see. Thank you vety much.

~Not at all.

—Is there a good restaurant around here?

—I'm afraid there are nothing but noodle shops and
snack shops.

~That's all right. I like noodle.
~Well, I suggest you try sea food noodle.
—How do 1 get there?

—Go down to the corner and turn right. Go straight
ahead until you come to a traffic light. Turn left
there. It's the second or third shop on your right.

—Down to the corner and turn left!

—No. Right. Turn right at the corner.
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