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A bird in the hand is worth two in the bush.
—~BEFHTMEENK -

A drowning man will clutch at a straw.

Equivalent Chinese saying:10 fight with your back
against the walls.

HHE— o -

(APESE  —EBEBEHA > RTEEAKF )

A fault confessed is half redressed.

Chinese: An error remedied is a good thing

WBMAEW » EEKRE °

(P ARTHBE  CRERT —4)

A fool and his money are soon parted.

B AREER ©

A friend in need is a friend indeed.

True friendship can only be proved in distress. (Chinese)
BMRIELE -

A miss is as good as a mile.

EZEE SKRZITH-

(P ZETRLOFENET —E- )

. A quiet conscience sleeps in thunder.

Chinese: You don’t have to be afraid of a knock on the
door at midnight, if your conscience is clear.

FHELSE  LEAFBAE -

(M BoER EERhAILIES o )

A stitich in time saves nine.

2R KAUBRIE -

(FHE . R —8 aJUEDRS o )

A storm in a teacup.



10.

11.

12.

13.

16.

17.

Chinese: To make an issue of a small matter.
IINEE KA o
(Ha . ZAMPHIEE )

A wise man changes his mind, a feol never will.

Chinese: He who can adjust himself to a new situation is

a clever man.

B BHE BRE -
(P EUMA SR BN TR » BARAE o )
Actions speak louder than words.

HEBES-

(BEITHHRTFERT © )

All is not gold that glitters.

Chinese: Gold externally, rubbish internally.

& ETHA » BEBEHD o

(BEEIBANEAE > A—FR & )

All is well that ends wells.

Chinese: True lovers always become man and wife.
(Chinese).

HAKEE o

(FE  HHEE — AR ) °

An idle youth, a needy age.

DHAEN » BREHE -

(e FERE  TERTEIANED )

. Beauty is but skin-deep.

BERE. (AE:: ERHAEKETE )

Better late than never.
CERERBER » (A LAHEE -

(P9 B i » 7 Bk EAH )

Beware of a silent dog and still water.

Chinese: It’s difficult to fight an unexpected arrow.
R FEAN - 5K REWT#ELH o

CHaE DAL —E RO BLREIK)
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19.

20.

21,

22.

23.

24.

25:

26.

27.

Birds of a feather flock together.

Cinese saying: People of a kind gather together.
YLK -

(lFE:A-BENENE » MERE —& )

Bitter pills may have wholesome effects.

Chinese: Good medicine always tastes bitter.
B®EEDO o

(HE . ENEEERBEIMIE )

Charity begins at home.

HWEHUBAZY - (BE . BEEXEPHLY)
Diamond cut diamond.

Confucius: When a good chess player meets another.
HMERTE o

(FEZE SHRBOBESHE)

Do as you would be donw by.

ST AEK » DA

Meet troubles half-way.

Chinese: The idiot who fears the falling down of the sky.
BEAEX -

(BZ ARELBEAEME)

Don’t put all your eggs in one basket.

MIME—8 ©

(fZ  AERRFEAnRERE —HEFE)

Do wrong once and you’ll never hear the end of it.
Chinese: Slip once and you will regret a thousand years.
—RERTFER-

(FE —XBETHE > BbRETH)

Easy come, easy go.

BEAE o (HiE - XBAS »E£8E8)

Every cloud has a silver lining.

Chinese: Hold on. Finally there will be a break, and out
comes the moon.



28.

29.

30.

31.

32

33.

34.

33,

36.

TREBRAH-.

(BZE B REEWHRETERCHKRE ) -
Every man has his faults.

Chinese: No one is perfect.

N RSB

(P9 & Bl AT A MB L)

Every one to his taste

FHEHEE (AZ  BEATEMpEL)
Extreme right is extreme wrong.

IR AR o

CPa&E R AmIE - W Bimm A8 )
Faint heart never wins fair lady.

Chinese: If you don’t go into the tiger’s cave, you can
never get the tiger’s son.

AAFRI » HAGR T o

(A @ —EE/hmL o KEBRAT W)
First come, first served.

Chinese: one who arrives first, gets first.
BRI SR o

( & e ERR)

No morning sun lasts a whole day.

Chinese: No-prosperity can last forever.
HEAEE M EATH-

(g B EHRE » FeEBXHMER )
Fortune favours the fools.

BAZRE-

(i MERLHEBRAAN)

Fortune knocks only once.

g MR EE o

(AAE FMREEX—~R)

Great men’s sons seldom do well.

Chinese : Rich men’s sons always turn out to be bad

—4 —



37.

38.

39.

40.

41.

42.

43.

44.

45.

16.

eggs.

EERTF o KR o

(e EAZTFROUBER)

Great minds think alike.

Chinese: Heroes think alike.

HHEZ HBRE

Handsome is that handsome does.
Chinese: Don’t judge a person by his looks.
AARASRAE o

Haste makes waste.

Chinese: If you rush things, you will never attain your
objective.

FHRANARE o

(9 BICERRE )

He who rides a tiger can not dismount.

BRET o

Health is better than wealth.

R T8 -

Honest men marry soon, wise men not at all.
ENRREE BB ARKE o

Honesty is the best policy.

HEE Lo

If you would know the value of money, try to borrow
some.

fE g2 R 7 &0 s2HE A -

In fair weather prepare for foul.

Chinese: Prepare for rainy days before it rains.

RS WA o

(M EFXNEE BZRESH REMERE -

In the country of the blind the one-eyed man is king.
Chinese: When there is no general, you have to be happy
with a corporal.



47.

48.

49.

50.

51,

52

33,

54.

55.

56.

57.

BEAN BHhREH -
(AZ . EEAMBERE  BRRREEF)
Knowledge is power.
MBRENE
Let bygone be bygones.
Chinese: What is done is done
BEEFEARE o
Let sleeping dogs lie.
LI MITE R AE ©
(HEZE . EBETRR  AEWEM)
Give him an inch, and he will take an ell.
BTHER .
Like father, like son.
FHEXLBEF -
Live and learn.
Chinese: Learning has no limit.
BEIR o
(FEE  ANETEH  HARE)
Lok before you leap.
Confusius: Think three times before you act.
ZBMERTT °
(P& . BkZRl - BEER)
Make the best of a bad bargain.
Be contented with what you can get. (Chinese)
FEB M &K
(i mEmMBED REBEE )
Man proposes, God disposes.
HEEA BREERX °
Misfortunes never come singly.
N
Money talks.
Chinese: Money is all mighty.

—6—
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59.

60.

61.

62.

63.

64.

65.

66.

67.

68.

S8 Bt

(PHE &8EHEFE)

Murder will out.

Chinese: When the water subsides, stones will appear.
IKEAH

No gains without pains.

EERE > ABALAC
(AE:AZE, RgHKHE)

Not to advance is to go back.

AEERR -

Penny wise, pound foolish.

INERBE R » KEEHIRR o

Practice makes perfect.

BEEET o

(BEE . HBHFE+E2TE)

Practise what you preach.

Chinese: Action and words must coincide.
ST—%K -

(. BITIRFmamnEs )
Prevention is better than cure.

BB TiER -

Pride will have a fall.

BB R

Silence is golden.

Chinese: It is better to conceal than expose your ignor-
ance.

ERER A o

(A& UwHREL)

Six of one and half a dozen of the other.
A e

Small profits and quick returns.
EREE o



69.

70.

71.
72.

73.

74.
75.

76.

77.

78.

79,
80.

8l1.

Sometimes the best gain is to lose.
WERREE-

Spare the rod and spoil the child.

Chinese: Arotten son; an irresponsible father.
FARY » LZB e

(fiz: NABFREEET )

Speak well of your friend, of your enemy say nothing.
NBHE o

Strike while the iron is hot.

THEZH -

Such beginning, such end.

EBINERER -

(P98BS » Wt & )

Sweep before your own door.

PIRTIRE -

Take things as they come.

WS o

Talk of the devil and he’ll appear.

Chinese: Talk of Chao Chow and there he is.
RER o HERERE

(Pl - BmA > BAR KB )

The darkest hour is before dawn.
RUARTHIBES o

The early bird catehes the worm.

KBS o

(BE:-BREMR - F8R8)

Speedy legs reach destination first. (Chinese)
HKBHm o

The rich knows not who is his friend.
BABEKR -

Things done cannot be undone.

Chinese: The wood had already been made into a boat.

—8—



KEBSM °
(fEZE CREME > RS )
82. Time and tide wait for no man.
B —EFRER -
(FEZ . BEuEK BREEFAMN)
83. To blow one’s own trumpet.
BH® B o
84. To burn the candle at both ends.
Chinese: Self-destruction.
HREEHZE- -
(H@EE: — AR EER )
85. To bury the hatchet.
HEMF -
(FEZE . BFEERET )
86. To carry coals to Newcastle. (Newcastle being a main
source of coal.)
Chinese: To brandish your fighting weapon before the
expert.
BEFSF 7 o
(P8 I EREIHEBE)
87. To count one’s chickens before they are hatched.
BEKE o
(i BEEREFBEX - AEEATE)
88. To have (or hold) a wolf by the ears. (So you can
neither hold on nor let go.)
B BT ©
(FAE  BETHRMNER » R AR » X AEERBT X
89. To kill two birds with one stone.
—H_ R
90. To make a mountain out of a molehill.
Chinese: To make a fuss over nothing.
RENE o



91

92.

93.

94.

95.

96.

97.

98.

99.

(BEE B—E/NTESAL)

To pay a person in his own coin. (To retaliate in the
same way as he has injured you.)

VYHAZE  BEHAZH -

(P D iBiliE Crossfl 856 )

To put the cart before the horse.

BT ©

(HEE: EEEREENITE )

Too many cooks spoil the broth.

Chinese: Too many people...at sixes and sevens.
AZFHR -

(BE HTKD GIREET )

Two dogs fight fora bone, and a third runs away with it.
Cinese: When the fish is at war, the fishermen benefit.
HAEF » BMARH

(BE:MARE - HLB=8B/ L)

Two heads are better than one.

—ANET5 > ZAGT &

( PE3E C vl B SEAG M o —fa BT )

Two of a trade can never agree.

& 1740 BB o

(ABE  HMEAME—TE » KEAE BE)
Well begun is half done.

HAPIhE o

(BEE . —EFmBRs » TR T —4 )

When you are at Rome, do as Romans do.

AHRRE I o

(BAZEITREE REEKRBREEAMBRERS)
When there is life, there is hope.

BEHLE  ANABREE-

(Bz: AeghsatBse)

~-10 -



100. You cannot teach an old dog new tricks.
Chinese: You cannot carve a piece of rotten wood.
FIAR AT Bt o
(HEZE  AiEFEREER —-EER)

1t =



IDIOMS
F—f MAH

IDIOMS CONNECTED WITH FOOD AND COOKING
VAR SR X Atk k69 F I35

. He can be trusted, because he is the SALT OF THE
EARTH.
R rEEr AR EHA LHEEA -
(& - WFEUHREZE)

2. John is a very eloquent man, but I usually take his
words WITH A GRAIN OF SALT.

W B—EE NIMBA » HEE2REZ EEEMET B REE -

3. Lee Fung is as keen as mustard about having a Christmas
Party.

FRYBROMIRHIEFTLY o

4, Picnicis MY CUP OF TEA.
AR ETRSKBEO
(&F:BEX—#m% - BEF0ZE)

5. Don’t get excited; the assignment is a PIECE OF CAKE.
ARYE > GEEBIETES
(F:BEX—REE,EEEEZE)

6. John had to work at the evening to KEEP THE POT
BOILING.

KM R X IE » B TEMSEE-

7. Having lost his money in the races, he is now IN THE
SOUP.

MERL & &> FEEFTRHE -

8. Jack, who always lives beyond his means, is forever in

hot water.

—12 -



AREH B9 858 » kR MAEKE KM o
9. Sheisthe APPLE OF MY EYES.
flh R Ry E LW -

10. They will pass the examination, if they are GINGERED
UP A BIT.

mEMLEH A EERT S BN -

—13 -



10.

11.

12.

IDIOMS CONNECTED WITH PARTS OF
THE HOMAN BODY

VAARR &3R4 H B %9 F Flis

. Now that I have lost my money, she turned her BACK

ON ME.
REEERBET » MG METR o

Make a clean breast of yourself, before it is too late.
HAEREKE  BERRKE R -

. Walls have ears.

RiEH E o

I am all ears.

BEH A5HE o

The headmaster keeps an eye on the school in the
absence of the supervisor.

EEAENRE RKREEEEEK

An eye for an eye; a tooth for a tooth.

VARR SBHR » ISF&F

The holidays are over, and the headmaster is head over
heels with work.

BT BREICERT EE o

People should keep their heads during a crisis.
ER2RE  AMIEZRZHE o

. He looks tough but he is good at heart.

BELx  WUFRAE  BRME—EERMA -
He is a person after my own heart.

i 2 ARG BOLBIA o

The poor man is about to die, so have a heart.
HETHOARE T » MIEFHIE.

He puts his heart and soul in his work.
MmELEIHELLE
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