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Celebration of the 80th Anniversary of Xiamen University

On April 6,2001, Xiamen University held its 80th anniversary celebration in the newly innovated Jiannan
Auditorium.

Mr. Jiang Zemin, General Secretary of the CPC Central Committee and President of the People's Republic
of China, Mr. Lu Jiaxi and Luo Haicai, both vice chairmen of the 9th CPPCC National Committee have
sent their congratulatory letters. Mr. Wang Zhaoguo, Vice Chairman of the 9th CPPCC National Committee
and Head of the United Front Work Department of the CPC Central Committee, and Mr. Zhang Kehui,
Vice Chairman of the 9th CPPCC National Committee and Chairman of TDSGL Central Committee have
offered their epigraphs in celebration of the occasion. Messages of congratulations have come pouring in
from relevant units such the Ministry of Education and eminent persons from at home and abroad.

Mr. Wang Haojie, Secretary of Xiamen University CPC Committee, presided over the celebration
meeting. ‘

At9 in the morning, the celebration of the 80th anniversary of Xiamen University began with the national
anthem of the People's Republic of China. The auditorium was enveloped with a solemn, warm and
ceremonious air. When Mr. Song Defu, Secretary of Fujian Provincial Committee of the Communist Party
of China, read out the congratulatory letter from Mr. Jiang Zemin, General Secretary of the CPC Central
Committee and President of the People's Republic of China, everyone present was very excited and gave
a long and warm applause. Mr. Cheng Siwei, Vice chairman of 9th NPC Standing Committee, delivered
a speech in the meeting and extended his genial regards and warm congratulations to the faculty, students
and staff of Xiamen University. He highly commended Xiamen University for its upholding the spirits of
Mr. Tan Kah Kee of being loyal to the country and the school and the achievements it has made in pursuing
its goal of "being the best in the south" during the past 80 years. He sincerely hopes that Xiamen University
will continue to hold high the great banner of Deng Xiaoping Theory, live up to the expectations stated in
the congratulatory letter from Mr. Jiang Zemin and make even greater contributions to the economic and
social development of the country, particularly the southeastern part of China, and to the promotion of
reunification of the motherland and to the renaissance of Chinese Nation. In the meeting, Mr. Cheng Siwei
gave the Library of Xiamen University as gifts seven monographs of his on Chinese reform and development.

Mr. Xi Jinping, Deputy Secretary of the Fujian Provincial CPC Committee and Governor of the Fujian
Province, and Mr. Zhu Yayan, Deputy Governor of Fujian Province and Mayor of Xiamen spoke in the
meeting and extended congratulations to the 80th anniversary of Xiamen University on behalf of Fujian
Province and Xiamen City respectively. They appreciated the achievements made by Xiamen University
in talent cultivation, scientific research and services granted to Fujian and Xiamen. They pledged that Fujian
Provincial Government and Xiamen Municipality will, as usual, support Xiamen University and hoped
that Xiamen University will seize the chance and work still harder to build itself into a high-quality university
with great prestige at home and abroad, and make even greater contributions to the country, the province
and the city..

Mr. Chen Chuanhong, President of Xiamen University, gave a keynote speech in the meeting. He could
not help feeling proud and glorious when he reviewed the foundation and development of Xiamen University.
He said Xiamen University has developed "four unique spirits", i.e. the patriotic spirit of Mr. Tan Kah
Kee, the revolutionary spirit of Martyr Luo Yangcai, the spirit of constantly striving to be stronger developed
during the hard time of the war of resistance against Japanese aggression, and the spirit of devotion to
science represented by late President Wang Yanan and late Professor Chen Jingrun. These fine traditions
and spirits will live for ever and pass on from generation to generation. In the past 80 years, Xiamen
University has shared a common fate with the motherland. It has carried out unyielding struggle for the
national independence and liberation and made great contributions to the technological progress, economic
construction and social development of China. In the future, Xiamen University will continue its efforts
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to meet the requirements of the reform and modernization construction and build itself int¢
Xiamen

um\ U\lty famous at home and abroad. ; ;
University

r. Zhang Gaoli, Deputy Secretary of Guangdong CPC Committee and Secretary of She
Commmee. and Mr. He Yici, founder of Taiwan Hsin Chu Science-Based Industrial Park spoke for | =
in the meeting. Mr. Zhang Gaoli, in his speech, extended warm congratulations to the school mz‘l—zom
Guangdong Province and Shenzhen City and heartfelt regards to all the faculty, students and staff (
in the name of the alumni. He hoped that Xiamen University will further deepen the reform
development and raise the level of the school.

Those delivering speech in the meeting included Mr. Wang Debing, Party Secretary and Ch
Peking University, Moritz Roy, Vice Chancellor of Leiden University in Netherlands and Ut
Westminster in England, Pro. Wu Shilong of the School of Management as the representativi
and Mr. Song Yuli as the representative of the students.

Sitting on the platform during the celebration were leaders from the Ministry of Education, F
Government, Xiamen Municipality, Fuzhou Municipality, Zhangzhou Municipality, PLA gari
and relevant departments including Yuan Qitong, Chen Mingyi, Huang Ruilin, Pan Xincheng,
Hong Huasheng, Lin Qiang, Zhou Chang, Li Xiuji, Cai Wanghuai, Gao Wenbing, Kan Ning,
Zhiwen, He Lifeng, Zheng Lizhong, Jiang Qinhong, etc.

Also sitting on the platform were leaders from over 50 prestigious colleges and umversmes‘
abroad such as Renmin University of China, Tsinghua University, Taiwan Tamkang Unive
University of Hong Kong, dozens of academicians and senior professors including Yang Fu
and Ge Jiashu, famous alumni such as Cai Yueshi, Huang Baoxin, Gen Wenxun, Shao Jianyin,
donators including Li Genghua, Representative of Singaporean Li's Funds, Mr. Chen Liren, the el
of Mr. Tan Kah Kee, Ms. You Kun, wife of Mr. Chen Jingrun, a late mathematician and an alum
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