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QId SIZE

Mr. QIU SIZE, born in October, 1944, in Chaozhou City, Guangdong Province, has been
very fond of painting since he was young. After an assiduous tempering, he set to producing work
of art in 1960, and has touched upon many sort of paintings. His New Year painting and
connested pictures have been published several times by Lingnan Art Publishing House. He has
been devoting himself to the producing of Chinese national drawing and has been concentrating
on studies of figure and landscape painting. His paintings are full of fresh, lively, nutural and
unrestrained style, and rich with a quality suggestive of poetry and lingering charm of life. His
work has been selected to the provincial or national art exhibitions, sent to show in Japan,
Thailand, Singapore, Taiwan and Hong Kong, and collected by the parties concerned. He held
QIU SIZE PICTURE SHOW respectively in Chaozhou City in 1990, Guangzhou City in 1991 and
Hong Kong in 1992. QIU SIZE PICTURE ALBUM and QIU SIZE FIGURE. PICTURE ALBUM have
been published.

Mr. QIU SIZE is now a member of China Artistic Association, Guangdong Branch, member
of the Calligraphers And Painters Association of China's Historical And Cultural Cities, vice-
general-secretary of China Artistic Association, Guangdong Branch, Chaozhou Sub-branch. His
name has been put in Who's Who For Chinese Comtemnporary Artists.
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Try to Create Different Ideas
and work Hard to Succeed
— Qiu Size and his paintings

Lin Yong

Director of China Artistic Association

Vice-Chairman of China Artistic Association, Guangdong Branch
Vice-President of Guangdong Painting Institute

For more than forty years of frustrations, Qiu
Size has boldly endured dogged will in painting,
and actually, in figure painting, which surely
requires untold arduous efforts!

Chaozhou is located to the far east of
Dongling Mountains and has poor transport
facilities though Hanshui River flows by. This
made it even more difficult to learn painting.
Nevertheless, Qiu did all he could to become a kind
of painter, It was not easy for him to get a name
indeed!

Yet, life in this ancient city is colourful: on
New Year’s Day or other festivals, Qiu may go to
the traditional percussion — ‘‘Chaozhou gongs
and drums'’, or at spare time, go to the Chaozhou
opera. He may go and taste glutinous rice
dumpilings, fried or steamed. And boiled duck in
smashed taro is another common dish for him. He
often visits Xiashitou by way of Kaiyuan Temple.
Then he goes to Dongmengu, Xiashui Gate and
Xiangzi Bridge. He mounts the East Gate Tower,
then takes a walk along the East Dyke passing
through Zhumu Gate and Shangshui Gate. He
climbs up to the Top of Gold Mountain looking far
into the historic sites: "'Crocodiles Moving Away
in Autumn Wind"’, “’Oaks in the Memorial Temple
to Han Yu', Hexi Pagoda and Phinix Pagoda,
Zhugan Mountain and the South Sandbank. You
may think this is a happy lot.

It was these magnificent sceneries of
Chaozhou brought alertness, delication, brightness
and neatness to his paintings. In Chaozhou
dialect, his paintings are '‘just right’* and *’very
interesting”’, or in other words, ‘‘very relaxing’’.
But there is no relaxation in art creation. Every
stroke comes from hard work. Qiu Size is a steady
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and tireless pursuer. He works so hard that he
looks wan and sallow.

Qiu’s style is of staidness and reality. Nothing
is found to deceive himself and others. He paints
only to please himself and other people. He does
not do any harm to anybody. The theme and the
conception of his paintings are from the lines of the
ancient poets, and his work depicts delicate
beauty, soft sigh, happy and harmonious promise.
As people say, he would rather “listen to string
orchestra’ than watch ‘‘the fighting performance
accompanied with big gongs and drums
ensemble’’. Whenever | see his paintings, | think of
‘‘the depth of the flower lane’’, ‘‘the pond of the
academy’’, "‘the rain drops from the eaves onto the
stone steps’’, ‘‘the bamboo curtains and grass
paths’’, “‘the fine day after a lightening storm’’,
“failing to catch a butterfly because a cuckoo flies
over with a “‘caw’’, and other response like these.
Generally speaking, Qiu is gentle. And perhaps that
is why he is not so striking in the public and is out
of the question of being overbearing. He is really
incompatible with the new wave, which is so
sensational as to ‘‘shock the common people and
bemoan the state of the universe’’. But if he is
“weighed’’ on the ‘’high platform of justice’’, the
“’scales’” might creak with his weight. This kind of
‘‘drop’’ is not bad, | think, because with nothing to
fall back on, he will stand firmly by himself.

Qiu has done a good job in applying colour and
ink the piece of paper is painted all over, but it
doesn’t look dirty and confused. The colours of the
painting are harmonious. And harmony leads to
tranquillity. And tranquillity adds more colour to
the painting. In our life, harmony is an important
thing, and it is similarly important in painting. it is

harmony that brings about romantic charm, vitality
and taste.

Qiu's charm might be even greater if his work
also depicts the native soil — the custom and the
people of Chaozhou. Of course, this may mean
much more paintaking effort and much more
painting paper. | wonder whether or not Qiu Size
can stand the loss. This is my supposition only.

As Chinese painters, they must undergo a
period of accumulating experience, that is, a period
of trying to bring the little brush under control, till
fifty years old. And in the period of skill, from fifty
to sixty, perhaps the splendom is seen. In the light
of this statement, Qiu Size has bright prospects in
his future, only he must ““take some tonic’’. If he
is not ‘"too weak to derive the nourishment’’, he
will be “full of vitality’’ and the “‘appearance’’ will
be changed. Till then, shan’t we look at him with
new eyes?

And, | want to say, if the people of Chaozhou
spend more time in learning and less time on tea
and chatting, if they are broad-minded enough to
see farther, and apply themselves to hard work
with great concentration, if they are not so easy to
get complacent when they are called ‘‘clever
chaps’’, and, if they are determined to become a
great master of painting, it so, they will certainly
succeed.

Qiu Size is an honour person. | wonder
whether or not my words are useful for him!

At Bi Hai Building in May, 1991,
very hot weather
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