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Abstract The article is divided in four parts: first, it re-

views the successes achieved and the issues existed in and
the course of development of libraiianship in China in the
20¢th century, which are the base and starting point of li-
brarianship in the 215t century; second, it predicts the di-
rection, structure and pattern of library developrment in
the 21st century; third, it approaches the direction, ele-
mentary requirements, contents, key breakthrough fields
and basic methods of librarianship in China in the 215t
century; fourth, it suggests that training capable profes-
sionals, forming a group of library researchers, develop-
ing library science, setting up library research foundation
and maintaining a proper balance in certain relationship
are the key to the development of librarianship in the 21 st

century .
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