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Ancient Kiln Sites in Dehua
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FOREWORD

Fujian ceramics have a long history and occupy a
pre-eminent position in the history of Chinese ceram-
ics. Since ancient times, the famous Dehua wares from
Fujian have been sold to various parts of the world and
have been very much sought after. However, very few
people have a full understanding of the history and
development of the Dehua kilns. The present “Exhibi-
tion of Ancient Ceramics from Dehua’ has been jointly
mounted, at the suggestion of Dr Michael Lau, Curator
of Fung Ping Shan Museum, and is intended both to
introduce Dehua wares to scholars and the public and to
promote scholarly interest in these wares. There are
147 items being exhibited, comprising a total of 193
pieces.

These are representative archaeological finds and
important specimens collected during investigations
and excavations in Dehua. Some are from the collec-
tion of our own Museum. The period covered by the
exhibits spans more than 800 years, from the late
Northern Song Dynasty to the Qing Dynasty, and thus
these wares reflect the history of the Dehuakilns as well
as the development of the artistry of the Dehua potters.

It is hoped that this joint exhibition will further
strengthen cultural and academic exchanges between
China and Hong Kong and promote more friendly
cooperation between museums. The successful mount-
ing of this exhibition would not have been possible
without the generous support and sincere cooperation
of the Fung Ping Shan Museum, for which I am deeply
grateful. It is hoped that this catalogue will provide
visitors with a deeper understanding of the exhibits. It
is in itself a work of scholarship worthy of congratula-
tions.

Chen Cunxi

Curator

Fujian Provincial Museum
June 1990
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