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m An Introduction

Guangzhou Normal University was set up in 1958, closed in 1964 and reopened in 1978. It is now a key university in Guangzhou
for training teachers for secondary schools. Located in Guihuagang, Jiefang Road N., the campus is quiet and beautiful, with Fei'e
Hill to the east, Yuexiu Park to the south, the Guangzhou Railway Station to the west and Baiyun Airport to the north. It is easily
accessible by all means of transportation.

GNU has always been aiming at serving the elementary education and the development of social economy of Guangzhou by
training qualified personnel. It stresses its characteristics as a university for teacher education and as a local university. With a
variety of programs, GNU has established an acceptable scale of education. While the full- time undergraduate system remains
predominant and the junior professional training program subsidiary, GNU has also expanded the postgraduate program and
attached great importance to adult education and various certificate courses. Graduates enrolled according to the state planare
usually assigned as teachers to secondary schools or colleges in Guangzhou Area, while non-teacher program graduates are
assigned to various fields. Since its establishment, GNU has trained a large number of professionals for the educational cause
and the development of social economy of Guangzhou Area, amounting to 25,000 graduates, including postgraduates with
master's degree, regular graduates, two- or three-year program graduates and adult graduates of various kinds.

GNU has 12 departments, which are Chinese, Political and Economical Management, History, Foreign Languages, Arts, Mass
Communications, Mathematics, Physics, Geography, Biology, Computer Science, and Chemistry; 15 research institutes, including
the Institute of Educational Science, of Social Psychology, of Children's Literature, of Linguistics, of Comparative Culture, of Arts
and Crafts, of Modern Management, of Quantitative Economics, of Systems Engineering, of Educational Softwares, and of
Environmental Applied Chemistry; 3 research centers, which are the Research Center for History and Culture South of the Five
Ridges, for Land Development and Urban Construction, and for Astrophysics; 6 teaching and research departments for common
learnings, including Audio-visual Education, Moral Education, and Physical Education. Equipment and installations for teaching
and scientific research have been getting better and better. There are now 56 laboratories, 700,000 books and over 2,000
kinds of newspapers and periodicals in the libraries. With some new classroom buildings, laboratory buildings, student
dormitory buildings, sportsgrounds and rear service facilities completed, the campus has taken on a new look.

In recent years, GNU has paid great attention to the engagement of qualified personnel. Capable people have been coming
one after another. There has been formed a well-composited teaching staff which is full of vigor, meticulous in work and strongly
interested in academic research. The whole staff of GNU is of 880 persons, of whom 430 are full-time teachers, including famous
experts such as Research Fellow Zhang Jingzhong, who is a computer expert and academician of the Chinese Academy of
Sciences; Research Fellow Pu Fuke, a physicist and academician of the Chinese Academy of Sciences; Professor Zhang Renjie,
a well-known educational expert and member of the Discipline Appraisal Group of the Academic Degree Committee of the
State Council; Research Fellow Yang Lu, a doctor advisor; and Professor Shan Zun and Professor Pei Dingyi. There are 220
professors and associate professors, 160 lecturers , 8 foreign experts and teachers, as well as quite a few part- time professors,
guest professors and honorary professors. GNU boasts prestigious teachers who have rich experience in teaching and remarkable
achievements in scientific research in their respective disciplines.

With the teachers' efforts, GNU has scored great successes in scientific research and raised level in teaching. In recent
years, the teachers have undertaken 2 national "863" projects, 2 national "Scaling Plan" projects, 8 national natural science fund
projects, 3 social science projects of the national level and 75 other projects. More than 40 research projects have been
awarded prizes at the provincial or municipal level; about 1,000 papers have been published in periodicals of the provincial level
and 45 in those of the national level, as well as 18 in authoritative periodicals abroad. Forty papers have been listed in the four
prestigious indexes. About 40 books have been published by publishing houses of the national level. In teaching, GNU has 9
provincial key courses, 11 municipal key courses and 17 university key courses. Furthermore, GNU is engaged in 2 research
projects of provincial level on teaching reform for the 21st century and on textbook compiling for provincial higher education
institutions in the period of the "Ninth Five-Year Plan". The Journal of Guangzhougd Normal University has been awarded as
Excellent Journal in Higher Education Institutions in Guangdong Province. The Middle School Attached to GNU has been
listed among the First Class Schools at the provincial level. Considerable attention has been paid to the practical application
of science and technology, which has produced social benefits and contributed to the local economy.

GNU places much emphasis on academic exchanges with the outside world. In recent years, it has established friendly
cooperative relations with more than 10 universities and cultural or learned societies in countries and areas such as the U. S,,
Australia, Russia, Japan, Taiwan and Hong Kong, which has greatly raised its academic level in teaching and scientific research.
Since 1997, GNU has been the only municipal university in Guangzhou that has obtained permission to enroll foreign students.
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