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WELCOME GUESTS AND FRIENDS
FROM ALL THE PARTS OF THE WORLD

Zhaotong, which just likes a dazzling bright pearl, inlays the centre of southwest China, northeast corner in Yunnan, and
guards strategic passage among Sichuan, Yunnan and Guizhou. On 23 thousands square kilometre beautiful and
richly —endowed land, brings up 30 nationalities, 370 thousands valiant, industrious, simple and kindhearted the Han, Miao, Yi,
Hui nationality and so on.

Within the boundaries of this prefecture, it is the queer sights of the tremendous momentum of Wumeng mountain,the wind-
ing course of Jinsa river, the terrain rising and falling, a great disparity in the height of mountains, “the peach trees be in full
bloom at the foot of the mountains and the mountains slope be covered with snow”.

Our ancestors lived and multiplied on the ancient and mystical land from the latter part of the Old Stone Age. In the
long history evolution, Zhaotong people created splendid culture with their intelligence and wisdom. For example, “five Chi
path ", “south Yi (a name for ancient tribes in the south) path”, rare treasure object “Zhuti silver”, “Zhuti copper
wash —basin”, “Mengxiao tablet” of the Han Dynasty, “Huoshi frescoes of the East Jin Dynasty” and “Mingmo steep cllif”
which be autographed by Yuanzi in the Tang Dynasty epitomized the quintessence of Jinchu (the Warring States, 475 — 221B.
C), Bashu (the Three Kingdoms, 221 —263B.C), Yelang (a Kingdom of Southeast the Han Dynasty, 206B.C — A.D.220), Dia-
nchi lake and Erhai lake have been exotic flowers of a long history and civilization of the Chinese nation.

Zhaotong enjoys a good name of “the treasure bowl and “golden triangle” of natural resources, here, the mountains are
rich in mineral deposits and the rivers store up natural wealths, the rare treasures are gathered together and all kinds of
treasured objects assemble.

The rich hydroelectric resources occupy first place in Yunnan, their reserves are 20.8 million kilowatt and may exploit to
amount installed capacity of 14.84 million kilowatt. The hydroelectric resoures are noted for their centralizing runoff, plentiful
water capacity, big discharge, small loss of drown, low unit — price of power station installing genertor, good economic specific
property of kinetic energy and advantageous conditions to open up.

Mineral resoures abound in gifts of nature. At present, have known 33 kinds of minerals and provened 22 kinds of mineral
reserves. Here, have found and known the biggest brown coal mine which has been provened 80 hundreds million ton of reserves
and more. The reserves of anthracites and sulphur —iron ores occupy first place in Yunnan.The superior mineral kinds are mer-
cury, lead, zinc, silver, magnesium, quartz and gypsum. Recently, a big rich pure silver ore —bed has been found again in
Lumachang of Ludian county where was a place to produce “Zhuti silver” in the past, which the highest grade is 1294 gram per
ton.High — quality blackish green marble has only distinguishing feature of its pitch — black colour and bright like mirro.

Agricultural resoures are celebrated for their riches, specialities and superiorities. Zhaotong had been collecting and dis-
tributing centre of goods and materials since ancient time, it was said that “its products colour were inex — haustible and local
authorities never restedcontent with their greedy needs” in the old times. Here, traditional export prodcts are kidney and buck-
wheat, potatoes are produced one million ton every year  Zhaotong is one of the main bases of “Yunnan tobacco”, the output
of flue — cured tobacco, which quality is very good and is found favour in consumer’s eyes, has occupied the second place in
Yunnan and the fifth place in China * the rate of saccharose in sugarcane per ton occupies front row in China ® tea has only dis-
tinguishing feature of its sweet smell and colour * have produced natural silk for a long history : Zhaotong is famous for its
more rich fruits, it has long been known as the hometown of fruits and is a commodity base to produce high quality apples and
cherries * vellow pears have been well — known throughout all parts of the country.The quality of red oranges and sweet oranges
are first —rate ‘ the output of wild yangtgo is 80 percent of Yunnan’s ‘ raw lacquer, the fruit of Chinese magnoliavine, Chinese
tallow tree, Chinese prickly ash and white wax insect are headed the list of famous products  local and special products—
zhushu mushroom, bamboo shoots, Lengxangjun mushroom, Jinjangmoyu taro, purple garlic, chilli, white melon seeds and




IMPROVE THE PROSPERITY OF ZHAOTONG

ZHAOTONG PREFECTURE ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE
COMMISSIONER LIANG GONGQING

walnut kernel and so on have been great reputation for a long time and have a ready market continuously. Here, it is natural
crude drugs garden and is said that “you can tread on three medicinal berbs when you get yourself moving”, tens kinds of rare
medicinal herbs—the tuber of elevated gastrodia, the bark of eucommia, the root of membranous milk vetch, the tuber of
pinellia and so on have been sold home and abroad. Zhaotong is a base of imporoving half — fine — wool sheep in China and is a
important place of production of the livestock husbandry in Yunnan, too.“Towns look at hamlets each other,oxen and horses
spread all over open country”, the slope was covered with flocks of sheep, the abovementioned are a real portraiture of flourish-
ing livestock husbandry in Zhaotong.There are more than58 kinds of protective plants of the state level in Zhaotong, thousands
mu tracts of Gongtung trees and Saluo trees which are age — oldest living fossil and 1.3 thousand hectare of valuable and unusual
Qiongzhu bamboo and tracts of natural original Nanzhu bamboo are growing well.

Zhaotong has all kinds of natural resources that are advantageous to the development of its superiority. The co — existence
of water and coal resources helps improve the energy ‘ the co —existence of energy resources and lead, zinc as well as silver con-
tributes to the development of non— ferrous metal industry * the integration of phosphorus, sulphur and coal is advantageous'to
the establishment of large — scale chemical base ‘ the combination of agriculture, energy and mineral resources is again advantageous to
the coordinating development of its industry and agriculture. The explore of travel resources will be a new industry in Zhao
tong.

Based on its natural resources and agriculture as well as the accumulated fund out of tabacco and cigarette all ethinic
groups in Zhaotong are strengthening the construction of its communications, telecommunication and energy resources, de-
veloping its education, culture and science and technology during the course of the reform.In the past decades, the main indexes
of national economy have increased by degrees over the average speed of the whole province : compared with 1980, the gross
national product and national income doubled and the revenue increased on a large scale in 1990. 68 local famous specialities
were awarded as the best quality ones by Yunnan province and the Ministry of their lines. The main economical indexes were
all — time high in 1991.

Looking at the past, Zhaotong developed rapidly with its remarkable achievements ‘ looking ahead, Zhaotong is still
such a place that is waiting for explore and development. During the period of the 8th five — year—plan'and the coming ten
years, based on agriculture, science and technology, we will furthermore consolidate the building of communications and energy
resources ‘ go on with the main production of tabacco and cigarette ¢ give a full play to the superiorities of animal husbandry as
well as economic forest and fruit * and develop the light and textile industry with focus on foodstuffs, bamboo articles, silk and
fur, heavy industry on its coal, electricity and ore, non — ferrous metal industry on its lead —zinc —silver as well as the chemical
industry on its phosphorus and sulphur, forming the industry of various superiorities with its integratedly assisting industry in or-
der to get rid of the poverty —striken.

Presently, “The Land Plan of the Lower Reaches of Jinshajiang River” including our Zhaotong prefecture approved by
the state and the project of the basement construction of energy resources, chemicals and raw materials in “Panxi— Liu Pan-
shui” exploring areas are putting into effect step by step. With the programme control telephone system, you can make both a di-
rect domestic and international calls in Zhaotong prefecture. The docks in Sui Jiang and Shui Fu have been navigable ‘ the
Zhaotong airport will have been open to the public in April, 1994, at which Boeing 737 can land and take off. A patch of key
projects of communication, energy resources and agriculture are statrting building one after another or making prepreparation
work. These constructions will improve investment conditions and speed up the overall development in Zhaotong prefecture.

The rising and development of Zhaotong not only lie in itself arduous effort, but also in the support and help from the out-
side. We warmly welcome those who would like to invest or cooperate with Zhaotong prefecture at home and abroad.
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