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Kinmen had been considered as the most interest-
ing place 10 those who love traditional Architecture.
Among those pcople, Mr. Lec might be the most
qualified person for such a research work. On this
account, this volume is cortainly going to be a very
interesting and full of imagination one, which [ have
expected for long,

The reasons why the Architecture of Kinmen being
so interesting is that, it"s a part of Southern Fukein
Architecture which is the scurce of the Traditional
Architecture of Taiwan. Though it can't represent the
Fukein style, still it can be considered as a standard
for teference. Besides, since Kinmen has long being a
important military ground. The restriction on eco-
nonlcal development had prevented it from being
seriously injured. Those old fishermans village and
Houses built hundreds of years ago were still visible
Today.

The other reason is the characteristics it shows
that had made it so interesting. Since Kinmen was a
base for Fukein people to immigrated south. After
those people who had made a fortune in southern
China Sea countries they had return here and built
their new houses. Those buildings are of a cultural
complex which were scarcely seen in other part
of China. )

Today, while we are discussing the problem of
cutture, Kinmen might just as well being a interesting
case.

1 had been to Kinmen twice in few years ago.
But the short period of staying had prevented me
from doing thorough study. Now, Mr. Lee had
completed it. He had taken the advantage of see
service in Kinmen and with his talent in photography
and drawing. The Architecture of Kinmen had been
well recorded and studied.

This work couldn't possibly been done besides
Mr. Lee. Since Kinmen is the millitary ground, the
thorough investigation is not permitted, if not for his
talent in drawing and the sensibility of space form.
It’s quite impossible te tum them into a profusely
illustrated book. Through his studies he is helping
us in understanding the Architecture of Kinmen.

This is a1 book should be read by everybody who
love the traditional Architecture.

Jan. 1978 PAO TEH HAN
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A lew years age when [ was in Kinmen (Quemoy),
[ spent all my vacations visiting the ancient Southern
Egkien style houses and western stylc- -bui]dings
extant on the island. After I came back to Taiwan
when professor Han and some friends heard about
this, they encouraged me to do the further studies
and te put it into press. But later as T was involved
with my work and short of funds, so I was prevented
from doing so. But, instead, during that period 1
was constantly giving lectures to students in college
and publishing articles in magazines. Including my
notes “‘Retracing the architecture of Kinmen™ in
“Environment and Form”™ magazine, which had
stimulated me {o study the architecture of Kinmen
in all its aspects, at last bring out this volume.

During the ten months 1 staved in Kinmen, I
travelled nearly the entire island looking for the
ancient villages and houses. Although the installations
along the coast prevented from doing and thorough
investigation. Fortunatelly, most of the villages were
lived away from the coastland, and 1 was lucky
enough to rent a smaill camera from the nearby
village. 1 was deeply impressed by those friendly
people while I was visiting the -llages. They patiently
showed me the houses and told me the history and
stories of them. I love those ¢ld houses and will
never forget those kind people there.

The volume is divided into two parts, the former
may be considered as the main substance of the
text introducing the general features of architecture
in Kinmen, while the latter contains ali the pictures
and drawings. The pictures were mostly chosen from
hundreds of color slides and photographs I had taken.
(Thanks to my brother Chien-Hwei for helping me
enlarged those photos.) And, I have also put in some
of my isometrics and sketches, as a means of cap-
turing the sence of the moment. 1 hope that will
help the readers, imagine the form and feeling of

those marvelous places.
I wanted here to acknowledge my indebted ness in

particular to Mr. Shiy De-Jinn, Mr. Chen Sien-Ta and
Mr. Chang Kuo-Chih, who have supperted me with
interesting pictores. In the same time, I would like to
thank Proffessor Yen Yuan-Shu and Miss Chen Yuh-

Fen for their assistance in the editing.
Finally, immeasurable gratituded to my mother

who encourage me and supported me all alone, this
tittle book could not have been published if not for
her.

Jan. 1978 LEE CHIEN LANG
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