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"Boundless fortune like the East Sea,
eternal life like Nanshan."

Nanshan may become of those words that have the ability to conjure up -
ideas, images, legends, and memories of a unique place. And, indeed, in the
case of Nanshan, those legends exist. As a place, its literal translation into
English offers the most simple, elegant, and definitive description of its

unique place in the world, for it literally means South Mountain. It is the
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“South Mountain”, in the most southern city in all of China, a tropical
island off of the south coast of China: the “Center of the World”, the “Middle

Kingdom”. Combine this with pristine tropical environment and local island

folklore and you have a truly unique place. @ The Central Government of China
has long held the view of Hainan Island as a special place. First, as the largest
special economic development zone in China, and more recently, as a dedicated

tourism zone, with the idea of promoting Hainan Island’s and Sanya’s natural

tropical beauty and unspoiled beaches as a major holiday destination. @ How-
ever, in addition to its abundant natural beauty, there also exists a colorful his-
tory of Buddhist legends, local folklore, and Hainan island customs. It is here, in

1993, that the local government of Sanya chose to locate the new Buddhist Nanshan

Temple and Statue of the Buddha Guan Yin.@ It is in this tropical paradise, at
Nanshan, that Sanya Nanshan Industry and Development Limited,

has envisioned the creation of a major resort and tourist destination whose
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goal is to foster an awareness of Buddhist, Chinese, and local Hainan Cul-
ture. @ In order to also take advantage of the tropical climate, tourist

popularity, and beauty and legends of the local Nanshan site and culture,
Sanya Nanshan Industry and Development Limited had the foresight and
the vision to conceive of a place that balances spiritualism, tourism, and
the beauty of the natural environment. Added, will be new complimen-
tary activities and tourist attractions that take advantage of the unique
popularity of Buddhist Culture, the natural wonders of the site, and the
growing interest in China in general. It is envisioned to be a special place
for the residents of Sanya, Hainan Island, domestic and overseas Chinese,

and of special interest to visitors from abroad. @ In 1996, Urban Interna-

tional-New York (UINY) was directed to develop a complete and com-
prehensive Master Plan for the entire 2000 hectare Nanshan site. In addi-
tion to an expertise in Urban Design, Architecture, and Development
Management, UINY also assembled a team of
experts with significant international experi-
ence in the fields of architectural program-
ming, entertainment, economic development,
cost estimating, and market and financial fea-
sibility. The purpose of the expanded study is
to propose an overall master plan and strategy

outlining and defining a series of financially

feasible and complementary resort and enter-

tainment uses, in addition to the proposed Buddhist Culture facilities.

€) The process involved is one of uncovering, revealing, and understand-

ing the time potential of the site, not unlike the experiences of a traveler
in search of knowledge. @ This is the story of the idea and creation of the

embodiment of the legend of Nanshan Mountain.
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© '"THE 218ST CENTURY IS CHINA"
A visit in China is more than just a erip, it is a grand pilgrimage chrough a civili-
zation that has kept its basic structure and philosophy in place for nearly 5000
years. It is a cultural heritage so vast, monuments, relics, and wonders stir the
imagination so evocatively making it one of the most fascinating and rewarding
experiences on earth. China boasts the oldest continual civilization, one, for centu-
ries, more advanced than any other on earth.

More recently, with both a porential market population of 1.2 billion and an
emerging middle class, China has emerged as a significant contender in global
politics and economics. According to the Asian Wall Street Journal, successfully,

through its own imposed macroeconomic policy, China, within
the last chree years has brought down inflation to 3% and eco-
nomic growth to a sustainable 10% a year, creating one of the

most promising economic pictures in the Pacific Rim.

China's place in the world and rapid pace of development creates its own mod-

ern day opportunities and issues. Today, international corporations

vie for a foothold in the world's largest marketplace while
a new growing middle class shops for name brand and
designer goods. Today, cinematic productions of China
are big award winners of European film festivals while
local pop culture and rock groups are featured on MTV Asia.
Recognized global fast food establishments are now evident in
most of the major cities and rapid growth creates an urban experi-

ence, in‘many ways, similar to the rest of the new global economy.

As more and more rapid development takes place, there is a new
awareness that is growing. It is an awareness about cherishing, enhancing, and
celebrating a vast culeural heritage and past. It is a new awareness that speaks
about a strong belief in the balance of history, local culture, and che protection of
extraordinary natural scenery.

China is a land of conrrasts. From the incredible landscape of the Li River
valley to the forbidden City in Beijing, where modern offices abuc ancient imperial
palaces, from the mountains of Tibet to the buried warriors of Xian, from the
economic juggernaut of the Shanghai of the future, to the quiet tropic beauty and
culture of Nanshan and Hainan Island, something important is happening here.
There is a new found pride and desire to celebrate a many and varied cultural
heritage.

China is not alone. The Asia Pacific region has undergone a period of spectacu-
lar growth during the past decade. Today, with China as a driving force, the region

is the world's engine for growth. China has truly captured che imagination of the

4

world and continues to be one of the major curtent success stories of the Pacific
Rim.

Located in the center of chis dynamic region, lies "the beautiful pearl of China",

Hainan Island.
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"HAINAN, THE BEAUTIFUL PEARL OF

China." Central to the three of the most rapidly developing economic development zones of

the world; the "South China Economic Zone" of Hong Kong, Guangdong, and Fujian and
Taiwan, the "Southeast Asia Economic Zone" of Myanmar, Yunnan Province, Thailand, and
Vietnam, and the "Groweh Triangle! of Singapore, Malaysia and Indonesia, lies Hainan
Island. Often referred co as che "Hawaii of che East", Hainan is a large tropical island cove

ing an area of 32,000 square kilomerers off the southern coast of China, locared on the same
latitude as the Hawaiian Islands. Clothed in lush forests, rice fields, fruit growing planta-

tions, rain forests and mountains, with its tallese being Wuzhi, or Five Finger Mountain, at

a height of 1876 meters, it is home to a population of 8 million,

HAINAN AND THE SOUTH CHINA SEA

including the colorful local Li and Miao nationalities.
The island is known for its varied picturesque topography not unlike the "Big Island”
f Hawaii in quieter, simpler cimes. Mostly rural in nature, the most popular scenic tourise
aspects of the island are found in rhree areas of varying geography. In the south central areas
of the island are located the tropical rainforests, mountains, and folk villages of the Wuzhi
Mountain range, the forests and natural “hot springs” to che east, and unspoiled natural
beaches to the souch.

It became its own Province in 1988 and was designared a "Special Economic Zone”,
China's largest, which has its own story of economic success. But it is the beauty of che place,
the unspoiled beaches, tropical climate and lush scenery and landscape that see this plice
apart from the rest of China and the world.

+Historically, Hainan has been a tourist heaven for domestic Chinese for cencuries.

Now, locared within 4 convenient and manageuble flight of between one (o three and one

half houts froms most of the major cities of the region and within < hours of most of the

major cities of China, it is also a growing tourist destinarion for che sizable marker of over-
seas Chinese and international tourists as well. There w G million visitors to Hainan
Island in 1996, and according to the World Tourist Organization, there is the potential far
minimally 10 million and possibly upwards of 30-million visitors o the Island by ¢l

2006, In an effort to encourage interngtional rourism, Hainan has che only government
policy that allows the issuance of s Visa upon acrival, miking ir a very easy place ro begin

's investigacion and journey m China.
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Right Clockwise:

The many views of
Halnan istand include
wolorfal local culture,
picturesque, tropical
beaches with
unglicovered coral reefs,
and predominantly quiel
rural setting with the
uninatched tarrain of
Wiazhi mountain in the
Ibackground . The Map of
"Sub-regional Economic
Zones" from the
Regional Analysis show
Hainan located centrally
o Southeast Asia.and
he Pacific Rim. Within an
easy alrlina #light of most
points ol origin, Hainan is
gestined 1o become a
major toutist destinatior.
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