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Preface

It is an honourable opportunity for me to write the preface for this book. INEEEEEHong Kong interior design
dates back to the 1960s. Although its history hasn't yet been formally and academically recorded, Hong Kong
interior design actually enjoys a history of more than thirty years. Now join me in a review of the development
of Hong Kong interior design. (I Features of Hong Kong Architecture INEEEEE |nterior design lives
alongside with architecture. Ever since Hong Kong's opening to the world, there have been four major features
of Hong Kong architecture: Colonial Architecture, Chinese Architecture, Vernacular & Local Architecture and
Modern & Contemporary Architecture. [l Interior Design and Decoration in the 1960s and 1970s
I | was in the 1960s when Hong Kong began to achieve economic success. However,interior design
and decoration were still luxuries at that time. Films directed by the internationally renowned director Wang
Kar Wai, together with many other Cantonese films, have recorded and delineated luxurious life in the 60s. Interior
design of the 60s has especially inspired many of Wang Kar Wai's films. NI Back then in Hong Kong,
there was no professional training for interior design, to say nothing of the interior design industry. Interior
design was closely related with decoration. Interior design projects were mainly conducted by decoration
companies. The best—known decoration projects included those done for western style restaurants, houses of

a few wealthy people and famous Chinese restaurants etc. However, the majority of people worked in the
factories and lived in poor housing conditions. Demand for home decoration was surely low. IR After
years of toil in the 60s, Hong Kong people achieved even greater development. In the 70s, Hong Kong yielded
great wealth from the stock and financial market, and the manufacturing industry. Those who newly became
rich were willing to spend a large sum of money on interior decoration. Foreign-funded companies began to
swarm into Hong Kong to build their Asian empire, hoosting the financial market and therefore giving birth to
the “Flourishing Age". IIEEEEE |nterior design in the 70s was mainly for private houses, office buildings in the
Central, restaurants, hotels, nightclubs as well as other recreation complexes. It was obvious that economy
imposed great influence on the development of interior design. I |n addition, to meet the increasing

demand, Hong Kong Polytechnic University took the lead in launching a variety of professional design and

training courses. M |\cvertheless, many people set up their company hefore taking any formal training.
That is why Interior design of the 60s was mostly decorative and function-oriented. Besides, few connections
were made between architects and interior designers. Interior design industry had not yet been built up. Interior
designers were often mistaken for construction engineers. NI |n the 80s, Hong Kong interior design
experienced a significant turn—around. [ 1980s: Integration of Architecture and Interior Design
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Grace Chung

Tony Lam Vincent Ng Michael Tsang

Grace Chung: AADipl., HKIA, RIBA, Registered Architect, Authorized Person (Architect)

Tony Lam: BA(AS), BArch, HKIA, RIBA, OAA, RAIC, PDip (Conservation) , Registered Architect,
Authorized Person (Architect)

Vincent Ng: BA(AS)(Hons), BArch(Dist), M Urban Design, HKIA, RIBA, RAIA, Registered Architect,
Authorized Person (Architect)

Michael Tsang: BA(AS)(Hons), MArch, MBA, HKIA, RIBA, Registered Architect, Authorized Person
(Architect), PRC Class | Registered Architect Qualification

AGC Design Ltd was founded in Nov. 1999 by four Hong Kong registered architects, Grace Chung,
Tony Lam, Vincent Ng and Michael Tsang. The professional relationship of the four directors has
existed for over fifteen years, having previously worked with well-established practices as project
leaders on various prestigious projects in Hong Kong and overseas.

Their extensive experience ranges from master planning, urban design, architecture, interior design
to graphic design. Their combined strength lies in design and project management of specialist
building types including prestigious residential and office development; railway related projects;
hospital and health care facilities; religious facilities; entertainment/retail and tertiary education
facilities. They collaborate with many big organizations such as Hong Kong Walt Disney Imagineering,
TV Broadcasting Co,. Ltd, Hong Kong Tourism Board and Hong Kong Polytechnic University etc.
The primary goal and intent of AGC Design Limited is to provide the client with the highest level of
professional service while realizing design excellence.

AGC Design Limited has established its Beijing office in Jan 2005. Professional service can be

extended more effective and efficient to the clients in China.
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Address: Kwun Tong,Hong Kong

Site Area: 10,600 square meters
Floor Area: 52,000 square meters
Design Time: two years

Construction Time: three years
Designers: Grace Cheng, Matlhew Chung
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The 52,000 - square—meter amp mall brings in a new experience of shopping, beverage and
entertainment for Hong Kong. Other than a major shopping focal point of the neigbourhood, it
provides different theme shows as an attraction in both day and night time. Young people are the
target group of apm. The marketing position is to create a third place other than office and home
for the consumers with high affordability. It is to fit with the different needs of young people for
different time (am + pm ) and different space in beverage, entertainment and exhibition.
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Xsite concept in the architectural design is firstly introduced here. Xsite represents

X Generation Site and Excitement. It's a place of gathering for young generation.
Xsite is a new breakthrough in architectural concept. It is also a new gigantic floating
art piece. Xsite is an extraordinary exciting space that allows the users to explore
unlimited excitement. The inspiration of Xsite comes from lantern. The use of building
techniques creates a floating visual effect. The lighting effect changes in different
floor leading the visitors enter into a world of surrealism. The central piece of Xsite
is located from 2nd to 6th floor.
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