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China-UK Women's Cultural Festival

The China-UK Women's Cultural Festival: Women and the Olympics was jointly organized by the
All-China Women's Federation, London Mayor's Office and the Organizing Committee for China Now,
in cooperation with Asia House, from February 10-17, 2008, in the United Kingdom of Great Britain
and Northern Ireland (UK), with a view to further promoting the mutual understanding and friendship
between people, women in particular, of the People's Republic of China and the UK, and to making
contributions to comprehensive China/UK partnership.

Gu Xiulian, Vice-Chairperson of the Standing Committee of China's National People's Congress
and President of the All-China Women's Federation (ACWF) met with Baroness Hayman, Lord Speaker
of Britain, Sir Alan Haselhurst, Deputy Speaker of the House of Commons of Britain, Tessa Jowell,
Minister for the Olympics and London, Ken Livingstone, Mayor of London, and other high-level
officials. Both sides spoke highly of the Festival, believing that exchanges and cooperation between
Chinese and British women were conducive to the further enhancement of understanding and friendship
between the peoples of the two countries.



On the afternoon of February 11, the Festival and Forum on Women and the Olympic
and Paralympic Games were launched at the British Museum. Zhao Shaohua, Vice-President
and Member of the Secretariat of the ACWF gave the opening speech. Gu Xiulian and Tessa
Jowell delivered addresses respectively. Prominent Chinese and British officials, officers for
the Olympics, athletes, representatives from social groups and the business community spoke
at the forum. They shared their views and ideas on three main themes - sports, the Games and
women's lives in the community, and creation of business opportunities from the Olympics'
environment. There was a strong message that women of the two countries wished to work
together for the Olympiad and move forward together.

The photo exhibition of Women in China was opened on the evening of February 11
at the Chambers of the City Hall of London. Gu Xiulian, Zhao Shaohua, Fu Ying, Chinese
Ambassador to the UK, Ken Livingstone and several hundred people visited the exhibition.
"Vivid photos and touching stories have recorded the footsteps of Chinese women and shown
their glamour in the new century," the foreword of the exhibition well expressed the theme of
the exhibition. More than 70 photos displayed from different perspectives the role of Chinese
women in socio-economic development and in the construction of a harmonious society. The
photos also reflected women's aspirations for freedom, equality and happiness.

On the afternoon of February 12, a meeting of women from China and the UK's business
community was held at Asia House. Both sides shared their experiences and talked about
opportunities and challenges they faced in the global economy.

On the evening of February 12, a popular and dynamic Chinese cultural show Sing the
Same Song took place at the Central Hall of Westminster, London. Through songs and dances,
the Chinese and British performers extended their best wishes for the 2008 Beijing Olympic
and Paralympic Games, and celebrated the friendship between women of China and the UK.

During the Festival, Chinese children from the Art Ensemble of China Children's Center
gave wonderful performances. They performed Chinese folk music, dances, vocal solos, and
martial arts at Trafalgar Square, the British Museum, the City Hall of London, Bede's World
and Durham Johnston Comprehensive School. These kids also had the opportunity to meet
with British children, and did various activities together.

The China-UK Women's Cultural Festival concluded in Durham, a northern city in the
UK, on the evening of February 15. At the closing ceremony, women and children of the two
countries sang and danced together. It was a very memorable moment for everyone.

"With China-UK Women's Cultural Festival coming to an end, the seed of friendship
has been deeply rooted in our hearts, and it will sprout and grow further," said Zhao Shaohua
in her speech at the closing ceremony of the Festival. She added that China-UK Women's
Cultural Festival has not only written a splendid chapter in the history of the friendly relations
between women of China and the UK, but has also made positive contributions to the friendly
exchanges between peoples of the two countries and to the construction of a harmonious
world.
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Meetings
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Baroness Hayman, Lord Speaker of Britain, meets with Gu Xiulian, Vice-Chairperson of the Standing Committee
of the National People's Congress and President of the All-China Women's Federation, and representatives of the

Chinese delegation.
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Sir Alan Haselhurst, Deputy Speaker of the House of Commons of Britain, meets with Gu Xiulian, Vice-
Chairperson of the Standing Committee of the National People's Congress and President of the All-China

Women's Federation, and representatives of the Chinese delegation.
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Gu Xiulian, Vice-Chairperson of the Standing Committee of the National People's
Congress and President of the All-China Women's Federation, meets with Tessa Jowell,

UK Minister for the Olympics and London.
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Gu Xiulian, Vice-Chairperson of the Standing Committee of the National People's Congress and President of the
All-China Women's Federation (ACWF) and Zhao Shaohua, Vice-President and Member of the Secretariat of the
ACWF, meet with Ken Livingstone, Mayor of London, UK.



