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NOTE FROM THE EDITOR

The IFLA (International Federa-
tion of Landscape Architects) con-
ference will be bheld again next
year, from the 23rd May to lith
June. It will be the second time
that the conference has been held
in Japan, and it is now 20 vyears
since the |IFLA had its 9th con-
ference for the first time in Tokyo
and Kyoto back in 1964,

The theme of the next con-
ference is, "Environment and crea-
tion: methods of improved plan-
ning of new environments and
their implementation, whilst aiming
to conserve nature and culture’’.
It is thought that about three to
four hundred landscape architects
from overseas will attend and it
will be interesting to hear how they
think things in Japan have changed
in the last 20 years. It is hoped that
many specialists connected with
landscaping as well as people from
other disciplines, will also attend
from Japan.

In recent years there has been
an increase in concern for environ-
mental matters on a general level
even in Japan. The numbers of
landscape architects in Japan is
increasing steadily and the chances
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of coming into contact during our
daily lives with pieces of their work
at various levels as part of the en-
vironment around us, has increased
too0.

The areas in which the land-
scape architect works has expanded
rapidly too from gardens and park,
to include environmental surveys
and environmental planning too.
They must now be able to handle
such things as, space within the
city for social contact between
peopile; places for ‘‘re-creation”’
recreation, which is a necessarily
essential part of peoples lives:
fundamental spaces in which to
conduct live and as part of that,
large scale planning based on
ecological considerations, problems
of the individuality and public
nature of that type of space, the
conservation of the natural environ-
ment and the user. Now is the time
to seriously question what an ideal
environment is and what a happy
life is, in the chaotic social con-
ditions in which we find ourselves
today.

The Eastern Region conference
of the IFLA this year was held in
Hong Kong and 1| felt that the
whole of South East Asia was
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looking to Japan for a lead. Con-
sidering the situation in Hong
Kong, it is easy to realize how
environmental improvements in
Japan have progressed, how in ail
respects there is a good balance of
the form of the environment
around us, and how all of these
things are well rooted in the feel-
ings and view the Japanese have
built up over a long period of time
towards nature and their landscape.

Also, over the past few vyears,
the numbers of students who come
from America and Europe to study
Japanese landscape architecture, are
increasing every year. The numbers
of people who return home with
an admiration for the sensitivity
towards, and love of nature which
the Japanese have, as well as for
their creativity, are also increasing.

I thing therefore that at a time
like this, it is most fortunate that
we should be publishing a special
issue spotlighting the work of
Japanese landscape architects. We
will all be very happy if something
of the statements made by Japanese
landscape architects are under-
stood, throcugh the 40 or so works
presented here,

Tsunekata Naito
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CREATING THE ENVIRONMENT : Contemporary Japanese Issues
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Hisato Ide Yorikazu Maruta

M I HAKREHBREHER
Kenichiro lkehara

FERIEH ERRRp oMEHRHERES
Tatsuya Hiwatashi

Haruto Kobayashi

NN G PATRHEAS
Tsunekata Naito

NAITO You have been asked here today to explore
contemporary issues in Japanese landscape design,
a tield in which you are all active as scholars, teachers,
designers and administrators. The general subject of
discussion will be “creating the environment’, which,
as you know, will be the main theme of the conference
of the International Federation of Landscape Architects
(IFLA) to be held in Japan during May and June of
1985. Today’s subject was proposed therefore with
‘the upcoming conference very much in mind.
KOBAYASHI The question is how far back in time
do we consider still contemporary.
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IDE The Ninth IFLA Conference, in which I took part,
was held in Japan in May 1964. That might serve as
a transition point. During the last 20 years some of
the issues of the 1964 conference have been resolved
while others have not, and in the meantime some new
issues have come to the foreground. There were urban,
industrial, agricultural and environmental issues, -and
there was also the issue of tradition versus creation in
design. What has happened to these issues? Some
have been resolved through the enactment of laws
such as those concerning the preservation of green
zones in suburban areas of the Capital Region, the
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preservation of agricultural land in areas undergoing
urbanization. the construction of urban parks, the
conservation of nature, the control of environmental
pollution and the location of factories. However, on
some issues there has been virtually no progress. In
what ways have realized projects reflected planning
and design theory? It greatly disturbs me that there
are still some unsolved problems. Then there is the
problem of how, if at all, we are to express customs
and tradition in landscape design. Some other issues
that exist are the participation of landscape designers
in the preservation of the natural environment, the
effect of pollution problems in industrial areas on
verdure, and planning green areas for new agricultural
communities such as Hachirogata and existing agri-

cultural communities that are to be redeveloped.
NAITO The 1964 IFLA conference was an epochal
event for the landscape design world, and the 1985
conference promises to be even more significant. What
has happened to the issues of 1964, and what new pro-
blems have cmerged since? These are worth discussing.
HIWATASHI Verdure wasn’t perceived as an issue by
the general public at the time, but the rapidly progress-
ing destribution of the environment eventually brought
about the rise of popular movements after the 1964
conference and gave birth to that particularly Japanese
word for verdure, midori (meaning literally “green’).
There was then a considerable gap in thinking between
designers and planners and the general public.
KOBAYASHI It was also around 1964 that landscape
design came to be accepted as a profession in Japan.
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A number of people including Messrs. Ren’ichiro
Ikehara, Kunie Ito and Shigeya Hayashi who are here
today got together and formed a League of Landscape
Design Offices and prepared a register. At the time

there were only about 15 offices.

MARUTA The 1964 Tokyo Olympics also stimulated
interest in environmental issues; as pollution increased,
popular movements fighting pollution became more
active in the second half of the 1960s.

The development of the Komazawa Olympic Park

in Tokyo made people more aware of parks and also
helped to dramatically improve park design technique.
The Basic Law for Environmental Pollution Control
was enacted in 1967, and the provision of buffer green
areas, centered around seafront industrial zones, came
to be increasingly promoted. People became more
concerned about verdure.
NAITO Didn’t the improvement of the environment
begin with the preparations for the Tokyo Olympics?
KOBAYASHI That was certainly a factor, but as
I remember it, things really started happening slightly
later.

HIWATASHI Landscape designers were already issuing
warnings and writing about environmental problems,
but the general public wasn’t taking heed or thinking
about these things yet. Why? .

MARUTA When D. Kiley (an American landscape
designer) came to Japan, I introduced him to two or
three editors of professional magazines. He seemed to
be under' the impression that the field of landscape
architecture did not yet exist in this country. In 1964,
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I was enrolled in a graduate school in the United States
to study landscape architecture; at the time, there was
landscape planning at the regional or urban scale,
initiated by local or national governments, but there
was little activity by the private sector. Consquently
it may have been inevitable for someone like Kiley,
a landscape designer in private practice, to have gotten
that impression. However, today many professionals
have been trained, and there are many examples of
gardens and parks belonging to individuals, enterprises
and cities. We should let the world know that profes-
sional organizations exist in Japan — whom they re-
present and what they do.

NAITO The Japanese reporters who covered the
1964 conferencé were mostly writers of household and
garden columns; one magazine (Kokusai Kenchiku,
September 1964, p. 77) wrote scathingly of the low
level of awareness concerning landscape architecture.
Has the situation really changed much? This will be
another issue at the 1985 conference.
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MARUTA It was pointed out two or three years ago
that although government agencies in Japan create
parks, specialists in horticulture do not take part in the
process. The criticism was that, despite the existence
of professional organizations, members were not really
specialists in the field. This comes I think from the low
level of awareness among people in general that has
already been touched on, despite the wide-ranging
activities of landscape designers in planning, designing
and studying everything from gardens to entire regions.
This will become an even greater issue in the future.

IDE Environmental problems became suddenly mani-
fest in cities, industries, agriculture and the natural
environment. The environmental survey preliminary
to the designation of Tanzawa as a quasi-national park
began in 1964. Studies of urban plant life began because
an expressway was slated to pass through the site of
the National Park for Nature Study, and those were
the start of basic research into urban ecology. Projects
became more varied in scope from around 1965 , Tanging

IR R T o
A —AAEE MM BEMERRY T (BEDHBE | o
AL G R > B TARASME  RRK Y T B8 S
W IERENA - BABMBRNEERS - EMERE T
BhsbiE R LAY B o
MRBMARAARENEE - S UL TOENBRELDE %
BRBTH RN A 0 BRI R R B E 2 0 R o

WE —BTE > RBENBAZE  CHABBHES LK -
$RE AERESABD " AR " SASEL /SR - L
RAERREMNEAEN - AIMBHAF " GLBE " By

R HTEERR o BTl R R B RN SISO >

ATLRRS  BEEB ERMRRE EWEEHT o

TR LRBETIZREABRBOBRT T > wEFLEBRRSY ;

Rt BURKREE " RE " QNI " BR " BY > SREHE
1




from basic studies for Tsukuba Academic New Town
and other new towns to planning green areas for re-
developing agricultural communities. How we as spec-
ialists responded to this challenge is worth reflecting
on. The people who were involved were surprisingly
not landscape designers but people in chemistry and
ecology. We landscape designers did participate, it was
in the latter stages of projects — they cleaned up, as
it were, after other people. It is true that we have
gradually assumed a greater role in such projects.
Although people in chemistry and ecology can perform
basic studies, they don’t possess skills in planning and
environmental design. For example, ecologists issued
warnings about environmental destruction, but they
didn’t have the requisite skills to improve and trans-
form the environment in concrete ways. In contrast,
landscape designers were a bit slow in responding to
the problem of environmental destruction, but we
did eventually respond and we continue to respond
by offering our particular skills.

KOBAYASHI The plan for Yoyogi Park was com-
pleted around 1964, and ‘‘green master plans’ came
into being around 1972. It’s only in the last two decades
that landscape design has come to mean more than
just the design of gardens dand that landscapeﬁesigners
have voiced opinions from a planning point of view.
From what I have heard, I gather that most American
landscape designers, apart from the leaders of the
profession, emphasize design and no longer concern
themselves with the ecological or horticultural aspects
of the field. I'm not sure whether this represents a
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narrowing of focus in landscape architecture or, by
the acceptance of environmental design as a separate
discipline, a broadening of the total range of design.

In West Germany, a law was apparently passed in 1982

requiring landscape designers with knowledge of basic. .

biological principles to participate in all plans that
affect-dand use. Against this background, Japanese
landscape designers no longer seem unduly restricted
in their activities; we do everything from gardens to
children’s parks and master plans for green areas. On
the other hand, it would be a pity if this gave people
the idea that we have overstretched ourselves and are
superficial.

IDE At the 1964 conference, I had an inkling of what
would happen and wrote about my premonitions in
Landscape Design in Japan (ed. IFLA Japan Conference
Executive Committee, Shobundoshinkosha, May 10,
1964), but I failed to anticipate how large an issue the
problem of verdure would become.

HIWATASHI 1 remember that it was in Landscape
Design in Japan that I first saw the term ‘““anonymous
landscape” used. That made a deep impression on me.
NAITO People became very aware of environmental
design in the United States around 1968 to 1969.
Young people had been preoccupied with Vietnam,
but gradually they turmned to grass-root movements
concerned with environmental problems. Also at around
that time Ian McHarg (a landscape designer and pro-
fessor at the University of Pennsylvania) began to de-

velop an ecological approach. That started a worldwide
trend.
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IKEHARA The Tokaido Shinkansen completed in
1964 and the 1970 Osaka Exposition made the destruc-
tion of the environment more apparent. The issue of
views versus use or views versus function became more
urgent as views and environments were destroyed.
Seen in an aerial photo, the grounds of the Osaka
Exposition are really striking. The individual buildings
are fine, but there isn’t any overall environmental
plan or design. This continued to characterize develop-
ments in the decade that followed.

KOBAYASHI There was certainly no awareness of
environmental design. It would have been nice if the
Osaka Exposition had made people reflect a bit.
IKEHARA | was thinking then of opening my own
office, and I remember debating whether to call it
Environmental Planning or Environmental Design. In
any case I wanted to do not only landscape design but
planning in an all-inclusive sense.

HIWATASHI | heard that the first visitor to your office
— eventually named Environmental Planning — was
a pharmacist who probably mistook it for some office
having to do with environmental sanitation, which
shows the level of understanding of the general public
at the time.

MARUTA The University of California at Berkeley
established the College of Environmental Design in
1964. In Japan the priority put on economic develop-
ment resulted in pollution problems; eventually the
Environmental Agency was created and environmental
standards were established. There has been a change in
approach from the passive maintenance of the environ-
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ment to active efforts to create comfortable environ-
ments.

It will be necessary in the future to clarify environ-
mental concepts and the role of professional organiza-
tions, develop theory and employ appropriate planning

techniques if we are to create comfortable living en-

vironments.

HIWATASHI In general, practice has preceded theory,
rarely the other way around. This is true of environ-
mental planning. The so-called Pollution Bureau really
ought to be called a Pollution Prevention Bureau; other-
wise it gives the impression of being a bureau that is
in charge of creating pollution. Terms like “‘green
environment” that suggest an understanding of the
issues have proliferated in use. However, if we look at
how environmental questions have been tackled, we
can see the importance of posing the problem in the

right way.

KOBAYASHI At first it was difficult to discuss land-
scaping for housing estates in terms of “atmosphere”
and “view”, and even in planning what vegetation to
plant, but a functional theory based on environmental
engineering was popular at one time. Today, however,
there is a growing tendency to consider aesthetics as
well in trying to create a comfortable environment.
HIWATASHI What we are most behind in is the artistic
aspect of landscape design. This will become a major
issue.

IDE The land-use planning methodology came to be
accepted after the 1964 IFLA conference. There had
been some previous developments in planning metho-
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dology, for example new town planning intended to
protect the existing natural environment or cultural
remains. However, on the whole it was onlv when the
intensive growth of the economy produced pollution
problems that environmental assessment became sud-
denly the focus of attention and landscape designers
became involved. This has now become institutionalized
in the form of environmental management planning,
but it has been difficult to link this with actual practice.
Today there is interest again in actually creating some
finished ““product”, that is, in producing a work that
can stand up to criticism. Although there are advances
in planning theory and surveys and assessment work,
it is a pity that so little of all that leads to the creation
of something concrete.

IKEHARA There is an active attempt to make surveys
the basis of planning, but they don’t necessary translate
into actual, built work.

HIWATASHI A big event may be necessary to create
anything of quality. That was the case with the Japanese
garden at the Osaka Exposition and Komazawa Park
from the Tokyo Olympics. Until then, works of land-
scape design had been created by individuals, but since
then design has been a mtter of group effort. Today,

too much time is required of landscape designers for.

non-design tasks, and this may affect the quality of
design. So many people are involved that it becomes
difficult to tell who designed a particular work.

IKEHARA It was a pleasure for me, as the designer
of Yoyogi Park, to have joggers who have no profes-
sional experties in park design praise it for being easy
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to run in and for having interesting views and to have
it turn into an “anonymous’ park.”

HIWATASHI In Yoyogi Park, the basic desagn policy
was followed through all the stages of construction.
Parks have life cycles, and Yoyogi Park is entering its
period of maturity. This was made posmble by the
individuality of the original design.

NAITO Surveys and plans don’t in themselves guar-
antee that a good environment will be produced. There
is something more required. A good environment re-
quires an idea and people acting on that idea. A build-
ing is most beautiful when it is just completed, but a
garden or a park requires some time after completion
to reach its maturity.

HIWATASHI Landscape design involves the combining
of various data over time, and that is where the dif-
ficulty lies.

KOBAYASH! Yoyogi Park was opened (on April 1,
1971) in its entirety as it was reaching its maturity
and users were coming to understand its spaces. It is
a good example of a park that has met a real social

need.
IDE The names of park designers don’t often appear

In magazines, and this may be why good work is so rare.
When the names of designers come to be made pubilic,
work will improve.

IKEHARA 1 would like to see more support from
concerned bodies, including city planning and park
administration agencies, for example through their
announcing designers’ names in their journals. There
is also the problem of education. Are the educational
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institutions associated with agricultural and forestry
industries appropriate places for .educating landscape
designers? In any case, help from all quarters in neces-
sary in establishing a system for producing landscape
designers.

AL T UK 8 R AT I (] ABY

NAITO People should be made more aware of what

constitutes a good environment and the importance
of creating a good environment. We should consider
what sort of an education is required to attain that

objective.
KOBAYASHI The fifteen landscape design offices

at the time of the last IFLA conference in Japan have
multiplied into approximately 150 offices with some
2,000 designers. This is a remarkable growth. Much of
their work is public, for example parks and green areas.
In such projects, discussions with the concerned public
officials, who constitute clients, become important.
These discussions have a great deal to do with the
quality of a design and how thoroughly detailed a
design is.

AE —At+t% OECDMWEEHRIEH: [HASRIETS
BHRBRY  AXEAHRE - R > AEME LR FELE
BRZBANERZ — - EARBREBLIETS - HBH—Bx
M—H o WML > TRAFBHLORER - EF A AW ERITL
BREETHREGBL . | T24  REYE - FHERLEE » £
AAR—EWHO R BRABIT RN EBRIE S WAL S ;
WRE BXAS DR THEAGEER o

BREEN [HH W] ~ [EBME] R [t | hIIABIBK
SWEXERZ  MAKBSERBZ - BB EIHHHS S
214 AFTEFEWERBE  hEAR 6 ANE 2A8EHE -

[IRECRR R LB E o ERRRRAABEZARE » LML

‘*'értb‘?-iui }iijfls-rf ::I J

B 7 3t 2% B

& S 50 4 Lk
IKEHARA In the past, design was carried out by
government offices, but today it gets commissioned.
Because those commissioning the projects don’t have
a hand in the design, they may not adequately evaluate
or check the design. Since large-scale structures such
as buildings and bridges are involved in the design of
large 'parks, it’s absolutely essential that everything be

chec¢ked thoroughly.
HIWATASHI That’s a major problem. The amount of

construction work is increasing, the range of things
to be checked is expanding and the test of qualification
of designers is becoming more strict. But although there
are now systems of qualification for, for example,
consultant engmqs:rs and construction supervisors,
there is no comprehensive system of qualification for
landscape designers.

MARUTA Many of Japan’s gardens are public parks
and such projects are commissioned by government
agencies; the users are the general public. The public
demands what is currently fashionable, and this has

- RFEEFLURESS  AREBBESMALH L HRARER
SR BUR > o

TR ST EROARBRNBUL > REAKT - HEE > S5
#%mﬁﬁﬁﬁgﬁgmgg A K BB LR N AR
% BRN—ERE &I - cERHMRAES HE 0 — et By
ENREEL - BRACKEB A RETIr65 > #1500 B A
BEFETLUTLB CEARK KT o Wit - RED HHHES >
BERBRFNER > LEMPRRSWOBE ; 32 th 5620 —+
FROXRBBROENFE  RHEE L LNLH - 4 FH
MREBRROR MR TEA GRS R R HEH -

15




