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Message

The overwhelming majority of Singapore’s early Chinese
immigrants arrived virtually penniless. Difficult economic
conditions in China then had forced them to seck out a new
livelihood in the South Seas (Nanyang). Those who came to
Singapore faced the problems of seeking employment and
lodging. As the immigrant population grew, other social needs.
such as education and cultural interaction, had to be met.

The non-interventionist policy of the British colonial
government had led the Chinese community to develop its
own social organisations to meet these needs. These clan
associations, which were based on kinship and geographical
ties, not only helped the newcomers 1o settle down, they
began running classes and schools for members of their own
dialect groups and also acted as intermediaries in
intra-community conflicts.

The clan associations have kept up with the changing
socio-political scenario of Singapore. When Singapore

became politically independent, the associations contributed
generously to the Defence Fund. More importantly, clan
associations have been contributing towards the
nation-building process by helping to develop a Singapore
identity. This function will be enhanced with the formation of
the Singpore Federation of Chinese Clan Associations in
December 1985.

One of the activities to be launched by the Federation is a
pictorial exhibition and publication on the history of the
Chinese clan associations in Singapore organised jointly with
the National Archives and the Oral History Department. The
exhibition and book include photographs, maps, old
documents and artifacts, depicting the background of early
Chinese immigrant history and the development of Chinese
clan associations up to 1985. Although the material used in the
exhibition and book is not exhaustive, nevertheless, it would
form a basic reference source for the better understanding of
our nation’s culture and history.

Ch’ng Jit Koon
Minister Of State
Ministry Of Community Development




\i

an 1A

FOR 4 KRG A2 REAES 5 M EA STHNEER)
HIPI A R US55 B R SR g AR -

TR — AN ST IEEE R o LERIT TR AR % B
TR T T R ERBERRE o WAK A SR
AMTE B FOREVER » IEFRFRITE R -

A EINE » 7 B AR B — AN A YA S S A%

A REVERIRM - —ANEAHEMIRA » BT EH
R REY -

G EA2TEEEOMRRSEHABRERT 4 2EMLE
EREEE LU R ORI EEREES » BRES SEEH
A - AEABATTT W B A R E L A R TR R T -

XA A T EALRIR L1t S AR Sk - AR RITRA Y
UL — BRI L U RER R ES -

e

Eglib
T 4 2R AE 22K




»

F?

FN s & SR S TR EEEA S KB LY -
BEE T 5 STRRA B AMROL (1985412 A) » £ 4 WA
HAOIRHCAE & - FEX R —2 > BOA LD T 351 4 o0
AEFTINIE S R OIFT SR > A IS HER AR o 30 A H MR X A
G NS E NS E L -

FATABALA - B8 - R - ERSER - BT L EE S
EHT =8 WA BT > NS 4 o

HIR RIS > AF—Z IR o FRATLLT o B P 4 A N7
AR E R e T 8BRS BT fe A R Bt 521y
MR L8R 353 T XFERITRE - TFs 4 &0
BN S EEN - B FEAUA S THAY & B I

H135 M e AL By T-[a] 8l XA T EE T BT S0

Pr AN & A G

BT REAR > HAVGEE A RMEGE S o XMEAh LW
WARKEZLWIER > RES % - R B2t e
KA L IR HOIEIE SHEE -

Wl GALQRBGE S
TR 2
19864 2 H



Message

The Singapore Federation of Chinese Clan Associations is
delighted to be associated with the pictorial exhibition and
book on the history of the Chinese clan associations in
Singapore.

By and large, Singapore is a forward looking nation. We are
so concerned with planning for the future that we have little
time to reflect on the past. This is a serious shortcoming
becausc there is a wealth of knowledge and information to be
mined from history.

There 1s no denying that knowledge of events which
occurred before one was born is crucial in shaping the
individual’s outlook and attitude. A man who is ignorant of
his past cannot be expected to plan well for the future.

This book and the pictorial exhibition on the history of the
Chinese clan associations in Singapore are being jointly
organised with National Archives and the Oral History
Department, with the specific objective of reminding

the younger Singaporeans of the contributions made

by their ancestors in the nation building process.

Our intention is not to ““‘crow’ about the past. Rather, we
hope in this way to encourage the younger generation to work
even harder in the years ahead, and thereby ensure that the
past sacrifices made by the earlier immigrants, have not been
made in vain.

AN
N

Wee Cho Yaw
President
The Singapore Federation of Chinese Clan Associations




Preface

The history of the Chinese clan associations in Singapore is
in fact a miniature of the development of the Chinese
community for the past hundred years. Following the
formation of the Singapore Federation of the Chinese Clan
Associations in December 1985, the Chinese clan
associations have embarked on a new mission. At this
historical juncture, there is a need to record the historical
development of the Chinese clan associations in Singapore.
These are the motive and significance for the publication of
this book.

In doing research for the book. our research team

laboriously went through the photograph collections of various
clan associations, press organisations, libraries, private
collectors and National Archives. From these collections and
publications, we selected about 300 photographs to depict

the development of clan associations in Singapore with
captions in Chinese and English. Pictures are interesting and
realistic. They are an effective visual medium to capture the
past social events and historical scenes. It can supplement
written records. As the clan associations are a very important
component of the Chinese community, therefore, in
presenting the development of clan associations, we also
touched on the various aspects of the Chinese community.
This will help the readers understand Singapore’s past and life
as it used to be.

Owing to the limited space, we can only select a
representative collection of photographs, many of which have
not been published previously. We hope this book will be of
interest to you.

Editorial Committee
February 1986
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