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Hope of Large Port in Southern China
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Located in the southernmost part of Mainland China, Leizhou
peninsula of Southwest of Guangdong and lies in the center of
Guangdong, Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous Region and Hainan
provinces, Zhanjiang possesses the total area of 13, 000 km’ and a
population of 7.10 million. Zhanjiang is the second largest city in
Guangdong Province with three county level cities, two counties and
four districts under its jurisdiction. Zhanjiang has set up one state-
level Economic and Technological Development Zone and five
provincial-level Economic Development Test Zones. Zhanjiang is
one of the coastal cities firstly open to the outside world, also
among the list of top 50 cities in terms of comprehensive strength.
Since 1999, Zhanjiang has been awarded ‘with honorable titles of
National Maodel City of Two Supports, National Afforestation City and
Guangdong Hygiene City. Guangdong Civilized City and National
Outstanding Tourist city etc.Successively.

Inhabitation of human being has long been appeared in the current
precinct of Zhanjiang in the mid or late New Stone Age 5000-6000
years ago (approximately between Xia and Shang dynasties). When
Emperor Qingshihuang unified China, the present precinct of




Zhanjiang is under jurisdiction of Xiang county. In Han Dynasty,
Xunwen county was set up to rule the whole Leizhou peninsula.
Xunwen port is the starting port of the ancient foreign trade sea
route--—-Silk Road over sea. There was an old saying goes that if
you want to remove poverty, go to Xunwen. After Tang and Song
dynasty, Leizhou peninsula had been developed in large scale. In
1899, the nowaday urban area was leased by France, it was named
"Canton Bay" at that time. Foreign trading had been flourished for
some time. Canton bay was occupied by Japanese army in 1943.
The war against Japan achieved victory in 1945, so that Canton bay
could be returned. Then the original precinct was defined as
municipalities, named Zhanjiang City.

After the founding of new China, Zhanjiang has staried large scale
economic construction. In the mid 1950s, Zhanjiang port, Li-Zhan
railway, Zhanjiang Civil Aviation Airport has been constructed, which
enable Zhanjiang become an important port city in South China with
well-developed transportation system as well as a key outlet to sea
for the large South-west of China. The city was awarded with
honorable titles as Garden City. Since the opening and reform of
China, Zhanjiang has been in accelerating development, especially
in recent years, with the support of the Central government and
provincial government, Zhanjiang has implemented a strategy of
Building the city by industries, Developing the city by taking
advantage of port. Economic development is booming. The city is
changing quickly. Zhanjiang is becoming a modernized coastal
industrial city full of vital forces.
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1)Zhanjiang is a coastal city located at Leizhou peninsula, one
of the three largest peninsulas in China with advantaged
deepwater port. Port and coastline are the most important
resources for Zhanjiang. Bayous scatter along the coast of
Zhanjiang, which create superior conditions for port construction.
The city now possess 16 transportation port with annual throughput
over 70 millions tons. With Zhanjiang port now as the central,
together with other medium or small-scale ports around Leizhou
Peninsula, they form into a port group. Zhanjiang port is the only
key state-level port hub as well as the largest natural deepwater
port in the west of Guangdong and the surrounding regions of Beibu

Gulf. It possesses over 20 berths allowing the passage of ships of

10,000-50,000 tonnage. Zhanjiang port has
been opened to navigation to more than
100 countries and regions worldwide. The
first onshore oil terminal for 300,000 DWT
tanker of China and the first iron c.c
terminal for 200,000 DWT vessel of South
China have been built in Zhanjiang in recent
years. Currently, the dredging of 250,000-
ton channel is under construction, which will

be the deepest deep water channel along

the coast of South China after the project is finished by the end of
2005. This will create favourable conditions for the passage of
heavy tonnage vessel and benefit shippers by saving transportation
costs. Zhanjiang port has great potentials for development, inner



port's coastline measures 241 kilometers, which is 3 times that of
the world's largest port Rotterdam. The port has 97 kilometers deep
water coastline with 40 meters depths of channel which is deeper
than that of the top ten ports of the world where depths are ranging
from 23-28 meters. It allows for the passage of over 300,000 DWT
cargo vessels and 500,000 DWT tanker, suitable for the
construction of 5" or 6'" stage's container berth. Zhanjiang has the
unique conditions for the construction of large international port of
over 100 millions tonnage in the west of Guangdong China and
Beibu Gulf regions. Deepwater channel, extra-large oil terminal, ore
terminal as well as the shortest sea voyage to production base of
international energy and iron ore are the unique and most
competitive advantage of Zhanjiang port compared with other ports.
It is the optimal location for heavy chemical. Zhanjiang has become
a vital passage of oil import and trade center of oil products, the
largest transferring base of iron ore, grain and fertilizer. More than
10 billions yuan in RMB will be invested for the construction of
large-scale project of Zhanjiang port between year 2005 and 2008.
The annual cargo-handling capacity of Zhanjiang port up to 2008
will exceed 80,000,000 tons and over 100,000,000 tons in 2010,
which makes Zhanjiang port the genuine large port in South China.
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2)Zhanjiang is a regional central city. Zhanjiang plays an
important role as a linkage between East and West, South and
North China. It is an entrance to China at the south of China, which
connects Pearl River Delta in the East, adjacent to Beibu Gulf in the
west, back on southwest of China and face South-east Asic

Zhanjiang has important strategic position in the Beibu Gulf regions,
Southeast Asia Economic Rim and Asia Pacific Economic Rim as
well. From the view of Guangdong, Zhanjiang is the regional central
city in the West of Guangdong. From the view of the country, it is an
important passage to sea for the Southwest China and critical
entrance in South China. From the view of borderland of South
China, Zhanjiang is a large city in the surrounding regions of Beibu
Gulf within the boundaries of China, the best "bridgehead" for



Chinese -ASEAN free markets. From the view of the world, the
shortest sea voyages to Africa, Middle East, Europe, Southeast
Asia and Oceania start from Zhanjiang port. Some experts and
scholars have made an visual figure of speech: If the coastline of
West Guangdong and Beibu Gulf surrounding regions is likened to a
bowstring and the opening of Southwest of China to ASEAN and the
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world is likened to a powerful bow ready for launching, then
Zhanjiang is the arrow on the bow. Zhanjiang is completely poteéntial
to be a vital link for sea transportation and transaction trade center
for East, Central and West of China with ASEAN due to its
advantaged location in Asia-Pacific Economic Rim. At present, a
comprehensive transportation system of port, railway, highway,
aviation and piping has been established in Zhanjiang. Zhanjiang
has become the port hub of sea transportation of the country, one of
the 45 highways hub city in China and one of the 4 largest railway
hub in Guangdong. Guangzhou-Zhanjiang Expressway was fully
opened to traffic at the end of year 2004. Economic Rim of
Zhanjiang and Greater Pearl River Delta has been set up where
cities inside the Rim can be reached each other within 4 hours;
Chongging-Zhanjiang Expressway will be opened to traffic by the
end of year 2005 and the construction of Zhanjiang-Xuwen
expressway is being launched soon. Qian-Gui railway is under
technical transformation. The construction of Zhanjiang section of
double track of Li-Zhan railway and Mao-Zhan section of Luo-Zhan
Railway are being launched. With well-developed transportation
system, the economic hinterland of Zhanjiang will be expanded to
central region while strengthening the Southwest.
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3)Zhanjiang is a tropical Coastal City with abundant natural
resources, which can be concluded into 4 categories.

Tropical Agricultural resources: Evergreen plants and many
varieties of fruits are available all the year round. The city now has
21 agricultural trading bases subordinate to five categories of
tropical corps, fruit, aquatic products, livestock and forestry. The city
is one of the 4" largest sugarcane bases of China, also the largest
eucalyptus plantation base, the largest sisal and mangrove
production base in China and the famous origin place for pineapple,
mango and orange. The area of plantation, production output and
value of vegetables rank top among the five largest vegetable
plantation bases in :
south China.
Zhanjiang Nongken
Farm i's a
modernized state-
level agricultural
demonstration farm.

Marine Resources:

The city faces the

4

sea on three sides. It &8 E % ir T

owns 1556km-long coastline, per capita coastline equal to that of
Japan. The output of marine products stands first in the province for
imany years. The yield of sea pearl accounts for two-thirds of the

country's total. Prawn output consist
40% of the province's total. The biggest
prawn transaction market, processing
and export base in China had been built
in Zhanjiang.

Mineral Resources, Petroleum and
Natural Gas Resources: Reserves and
quality grades of nonmetallic resource

such as kaolin, diatomite, communalize




bentonite, peat soil rank top of Guangdong Province. The
continental shelf in the northern part of the South China Sea is one
of the 4 largest petroleum and natural gas reservoirs of the world. It
is predicted to have annual output of natural gas of 15 million cubic
meters.

Tourism Resources: Zhanjiang is a city with beautiful sea view,
white sand, blue sky and white cloud. The only Maar Lake of China
and volcanic gorge are located in Zhanjiang. Zhanjiang Natural
Mangrove Protection Area is the largest one in Mainland China with
the greatest varieties of mangrove. Zhanjiang also has a largest
well-protected natural coral reproduction area in the offshore area of
China. Coastal scenery, green ecological agriculture and traditional

culture makes up of a colourful Zhanjiang
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