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25, AN Introductiomto Vewey Decimel Llasei-
fication(II)

The revisions of Dewey Decimel Classificatioc.,
although necessary,cauée administrative problems in
that they require libraries to adopt new .or expan-
ded ciassificatidn numbers, to relocate matericls,
etc. This problem was probably most dramaticslly
demonstrated in the 17th edition,in taat "keeping
pace with knowledge" e¢nteiled a major departure
from some pf the standard features of the previous
cditions. & comparison between the

. 16th and 17th editions waus
presented in some detajl in the secoad edition
of this text ,published in 1966. In the third com-
pletely revised edition published in 1967, we
discuss d some major innovations in the 17th edition
and dome major weaknesses of its index. The first
edition of the index to the 17th edition was
later revised, in response to & number of criticel
cémmeﬁté in library Riterature. There is voluminoms
literature on this subjcct. The reader will be
well advised to read the appropriate chapters in
some of the textbooks included in the biblicg aphy
at the end of this volume, as well as some of the
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ronographic works that summarize the developraeit o

of the Dewey Becimal Classification.

In December 1971, the 18th edition of the
Dewey Decimal Classification was published by
Forest Press; it introduced additional innovations
and new features. ’

Auxiliary tables; used for the first time

in the 17th edition, are now called! tables''(a
term previously used for schedules), while the
main classification schedules(now incorporated in
the second volume)are simply called' schedules
Thece auxiliary tables(i.e.,"tables)are of two
kinds:applicable to all classes(like the Area
Tables already introduced in the 17th edition)
or limited to particuler classes or subject
areas---€.8., subdivisions of individual literatures, .
The 18th edition has seven tables(all in the first
volu&e), which are identified &s follows: B
T.St;ndard sﬁbdividions
2.Aréas
3.Sdbdivisions of Individual Literatures
A.Subdivisions of Indiviual Languages
S.Raéiél. Lthnic, National Groups
6.Lahguéges
?.Pefsons |
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This editicn hus a tot.l of 596 relocations.
The greatest number of these (164)are in class
300, followed by class 500(74)and class 600(68).
There are new schedules for two disciplines—--
340,Law,and 510, Mathematics(phoenix schedules),
The obsolescent schedules are included in Volume
5, following the index, an arrangement that
faciliitates a possible reclassification of the
law and mathematics collections. The concept orf
centered headings(introduced in a earlier edition)
is retained,and explanatory notes indicate where
to class comprehensive works and works of an inter-
disciplinary nature. For the first time, all
unused and discontinued numbers are clearly ind-
icated in the schedules;210 of these discontinued
numbers are listed.

An innovation in the 18th edition is the glo-
ssary of basic terms(over 70 terms are defined);
the glossary will be most uceful to beginning
catalogers end to library school students.

The index to the 18th edition is competent;
it coﬂtinuas the tradition of the 16th edition and

the revised index to the 17th edition.

134

-



- The firstv voiume contains not only tables but
also a brief historical sketeh on Dewey Decimal
Classification, Melvil Dewey's lntroduction to
the 12th Edition (a reprint with a few minor
c¢hanges), and an informative Editor's Introduction
that outlines major changcs in this edition and
provfdes concise instructions on the use of its
new format. Ls was the casec in the 17th edition,
this introduction is written by Benjamin A.
Custer; it contains nany helpful‘examples that
vill assist the novice in the usec of this edjtion.

This edit.on has replaced "divide like"
notes with "add" instructions, a feature that
is discusscd in some detail on pages 275-275.
It sﬂbuld be noted that Table 5, Racial,Ethnic
«nd National Groups, is derived from the notation
in Class hOO(Language); as 1s Table 6,Languages.
“he last table, Persons ,is used for tracing
trades and occupations znd cen be used with Table
Z‘Ahdnﬁadd" instruction in order to provide a
~.ecessary specification by race, national origin,
ar social and economic characteristics..

As C.U Batty indicated in his review in

4ilso Library Bulletin,
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DC18's provision of separate table of suxiliariies
has three effects: it provides a mlich simpler method
of generul subdivision; it enables the tables of
subdivision to be developed logically without subj-
ect class bias, and it frecs the main schedules from
considerable and possibly distracting built-in
detail and annotetion. The school librarian who
uses full DC and clso secks simple and shorf
notation is also aided by the abil ity to recogn-
ize more easily what is tne base number and what

is uux111 Ty .

New Words and Expression

relocate vt. Tdm,ff°i]11_ﬂ dramatice; ;% F
entail vt. 2S6%. 173 éeparturg n;. i FT‘ HE
comparishn n. HEE innovation n-ﬁﬁﬁ; B
wcaknéss n. ~%k\“\ 55§W voluminous a.;fjgégx
summafize vt. .wmé; ,125 auxiliary tabfg 5ﬁj§
appliceble a.EERA kY. ?§§§}HEV area table n.3ERAR
subdivision n.&4dE, 44 ' pacigl o BT ey
cthnic a. F{7EM discipline n. 527
obsolescent a. 3Ly TR JRITHY phoenix schgguég A&k
facilitate vt. 47| centecred headingsH AR5
retain vt. {3 ¥ interdisciplinary a.

' 3 E2(h
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conpetcnt a. f,:‘;’é‘,yf}q‘d

novive n. . HEH
specification nv%—;;g

annotation n. JEE?" " J h

joL B
outiline vt. EE. K

Word Group

1.in responose to YR}
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mZb OB

1. The rcvisions of Dewey Decimal Classification,
although necessary, cause administrative problems
in thet they require libraries to adopt new ot
expanded clessification numbers, to relocate matcr=

ials, etc.

5 5995 |
AR AS., ,ij%f% The revisions
of Dewey Decimal Classification ‘ﬁigfé cause ,
adminstrative problems f%;?ﬁ%o .although
necessary ka‘."'/l\ ’/ﬁ % T Ei: ﬂ;m?a’ i%a"'if]‘i';']l‘:l';‘] w*ﬂ%
WA, MRS ~ in that
they...materials ,etc. i%%ﬁﬁésﬁéﬁé%gﬁéo HE

FANREFRIEH, SFEHAE in fi—A shat R
AR, that MEAENTE in B9%ESE,  They
FM{ revisions | AAREX: ‘HANTENSSENW
Wb, B, EATRADEL bRy, Xl
T, BliRERERAFNERYT AN RS 5w s
BIOH, 4,

2.As was the case in the 17th edition,this intr-

oduction is written by Ber.jamin A. Custer; it
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contains many helpful examples that will assist the

novice in the use of this edition.

EE as HiRlE, as, 1A
t?ﬁﬁﬁ?;éééfﬁjﬂ, izf*ﬁq As was the case in the
17th edition WMEER, FRFAMME, AEREL: “W
L 7B, SRR, R

B PIEE T H SRR, XPIFRS T AR
MA,

3.The school librarian who uses full DC and also
seeks simple and short notation is also aided by

the ability to recognize more easily what is the

base number and what is auxiliary.

BHR—ANBAA, 29 £ The
school librarians IETEAE: is aided  .4\MF
HiE by the ability..auxiiiary FeRdiE,
YAREE, ENREEY, AN R4Hido recognize...
cuxiliary  {ERE, S5 ability , FEAY
REEEF, WG NG what is the base humbe:

... .xXo recognige - -
ﬁu what is auxiliayy jﬁ#ﬂ?ﬁiﬁ“ﬂ4‘ﬁ{§§ BEVE%E%,
. " | o

-
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o ABEX
“ORFl SR, Bl XA 3K
Pl Fe REBSRIT LB, A
B Rk — R B 288D,
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26. Cutter Numbers(I)

In order to provide a call number, or book number,

that is distinctive to one book only and that indic-
ates its place on the shelves, catalogers have

devised a notation conskﬁ@g of at least the class-

ification number on the first line and the cutter,
or author, number, plus the workfﬁgg'the second
line, thus:

815.4

Ja27w!
This combination is desingated the call number for
the book.

To accomplish this, most existing classification
systems provide for an alphabetical progression
withkn a classification.

| The most famous alphabetical schedule is
probably the combination of surnames and numberals
devised by Charles Ammi Cutter. Cutter 1n1t1ally
devised two-figure tables in a single alphabet
of all consonants except the letter S, followed
by ad.alphabet of vowels and the letter S. These
twoefigure tables were expanded to three-figure
tablés.by Kate F.Sanborn. Since she did not use

Cntter's‘twO-figure tables as the basis for her
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tables, Cutter then expanded his own-figure tables
to three-figure tables. This means that there are
three different Cutter tables: the two-figure Cutter
tables, the three-figure Cutter-Sanborn tables,

and the three-figure Cutter tables.

The purpose of cutter numbers is to allow
alphabetical subdivision under individual
class numbers. Cutter numbers are most commonly usecd
to arrange material by authors' sué@mes;however,

in some instances they are used to alphabetize

material by subject, as in the case of biogrephy.

Cutter numbers are a part of the book number and

not part of the class number.
The cutter number consists of the first letter

(or letters) of the author's surname(or the subject)
followed by the appropriate number(or numbers)from
the Cutter table. For example, the ¥nglish poet
John Donne receives the cutter number D71 if the
the Cutter two-figure table is used. The two-figure

table shows:

‘Doll 69 "Foh
Dom 71 Folg
Dco 72 Foll

Donne is between "Dom '"and "Doo". The instructions
for this table call for choosing the preceding

number rather than the following number. Thus,
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number
t.e cutterAfrom the two--figure table is "L71."

Zae Cutter-Sanborn threc-figure table shows:
Donk 684  Fonti
Donn 685 Fontrv
Donner 686  rou
*he cucvisy uumber from the Cutter-Sanboirn taree—
‘igure table is "D685", since Yonhe is between
‘Donn " and "Donner", and "685" is the preceding
-umber. If the Cutter three-figure table is used,
“he expansion of the Cutter two-figure table may
'e.observed: ,
Donk 718 Folk
Donnet 719 Folke
Doo 72 Foll
“n this case, the cutter number would be"D718."

: These three examples show that the Cutter
“hree-figure table is an expansion of the Cutter
two-figure, while the Cutter-Sanborn three-figure
table is not. These exzmples slso demonstrate
‘he typicel three-column displey used in Cutter
zable‘. In this case the letters '""D" and YF" |
;hare a single column of numbers. This type of
iiséiéy,was used in all editions of the Cutter
tables until 1969, when Paul K. Swanson of the
Fortes Library, Northampton, Massachusetts, and

e

< w3



M .. Eotel T.Swi-t, editor of the H.R.Huntting
Company (the distributor of the Cutter tahles)
revised this arracngement. The Swanson-Swift eevision

arrznges the tsblcc inte =~ single continuoue alvoh-

T
(6]

ket 01 tWC coluwiil One of the letters and the other
of the numbers.JThe individual letter ond figure
combinations have not been changed. This arrangement
appears to be easier to use and has been applied to

2ll three versions of tie Cutter tables{

New Words and Expressions

I -
cutter number :ﬁﬁﬁ%? dlstﬁpctlve a. ;r
=t b2t X 1 _}_E‘j
R plus ggg }jﬁf& [Elery

designate vt.gdee-alfi; et uccompllsh vt. SGHE%

author number

progression n. 2Rk consonant n .S
vowel n. ‘/'_‘—‘é‘% elphabetize vt. m("? ,/\ ;?xj
display n. 27~ FHEER version - n. s

Word Groups

t.to call for é;ﬁ:}-f{ 2.to appear to be ;EJ‘I u/‘}I;
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2264 1 &
1.In order to provide a call number, or book number,
that is distinctive to one book only and that indic-
ates its place on the shelves, catalogers have dev-
ised a notation consisting of at least the classif-
ication number on the first line and the Cutter,

or author, number, plus the work mark, on the second

line, thus: ©13+4
Ja27w. o .
By s "3 : 3 K’ N
‘ }%f“4%2é%4ﬂ.g£w§£% catalogers,
iﬁigfﬁ have devised S 3 nota‘l‘.:’n.on...al}t+
. J27w
REE, FARERH that  FlRFA

WREGENA, B4 o o call number | g
FAERMATRIES £ or WRZR, that M4
FAEESH o call number , jriuiiRbipteis
M, 335, That §IRahyseiihe R i iy
BAEX: N T el R —a A 5
REARA— B 20T E B 5 sl B, S0B BT —
EDORAS T LSS R AT by e

BomeE R R HIZ RS bRt AT S, & R

t.The Swanson-Swift revision arranges the tables into

; single continuous alphabet of two columns,one of
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the letters znd the other of the numbers.

VRS AR one of the letters....
tow columns

numbers. féﬁ]’fl‘b%, Xﬁ;ﬁ—@é"][éﬂ DAk,
AU, 52O R

one columyp is of the letters and the other column

is of the numbers ZFWX&“ETL»U«.\" B /E‘(,,T"W\

IAEAGN WZR B TIN TR, — e 24, —
EAHES,
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27- Cutter Numbers(II)

The work letter(or work mark) is the first le-
ter of the title of the work ,exclusive of artic-
®s. It follows the cutter number on the second
3ne of the call number. Thus, the complete call
mmber of Henry Jemes's novel Wings of the Dove 1is
3FB.L4 J27w. Work letters do not inevitably insure
chet & book will be piaced in alphabetical sequence
zithin the author grouping; this depends upon the
sequence of acquiskion of the books. One additional
letter from the title may be added 1f necessary.
Thus , a copy of James's Washington Square might be
classified 815.4 J27wa. If the third acquisition is
a volume entitled The Works of Henry James, it

can be classified 815.4 J27wo.
| With an cuthor such as Erle Stanley Gardner,
who begen the title of 211 of .his Perry Mason
mysteries with ‘he case of the...,such a scheme is
not feasible. Depending on the library's policy,
the cataloger can choose one of several aitera-
tive;. For exarple, he can ignore completely tﬁe
common phrase' the cuse of the ' and proceed
directly to the distinctive part of the title;

two
or -he can usgayork letters: "C " for'case'", plus
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