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Foreword

“Pictures of the Sage's Traces™ is a picture-story book reflecting Confucivs’  life-time story.

Confucius, named Kong Qiu, styled Zhohg Ni, was a native of Changping Village in Zouyi in the Lu State (in the present day Nishan to the south-ecast

of Qufu in Shandong) during the Spring  and Autumn Period. He was a great thinker, politician and educator in China's history.

Confucius™ ancestors were from the Song State’s Duke clan. His great-grand father, Fang Shu, moved to the Lu State

to escape chaos created by uadu,
and later. his father, Shu Lianghe, turned to be an official in Zouyt of the Lu State.

Confucius was born on August 27,531 AC thy the present lunar calend-
ary. When he was three, his father died. Since then, his family began to dechime. He followed Yan Zhengzai. his nother, {0 move 1o the capital, Influenced by
his family and the social circomstances, he wis modest i learning since childhood. He displayed with utensils to learn the rites, and was h

ard at study  at
the age of 15, He was quick at learning and never tied of 10 or

ashamed ol jearming from the people who were beneath him. He was poor when he was
voung, and once he held the official titte of Weili (to be in charge of warchouse), Chengtian (1o be in Charge of livestock) ete.. At his middle age, he started
to gather disciples and engaged in educational conducts. He adhered to no diserimination in education among people with different social background and pi-
oneered in running the educational cause by the private individual. He had changed the situation in which education was run by the official government and

monopolized by the aristocrats.. Thus, he promoted education to be prevailing among the common people. At around

50, Confucius started to be enlisted  in
political activities, he had held the official titles of Minister of Zhongdu, Minister of the State

Construction and Minister of the Punishments, Several years

later, he resigned his official title and left for travelling to a series of other states, publicizing his political adherences in seeking for the opportunity to mat-
erialize his ideas. Without even stobping long enough to warm his seat. he hurried from one place to another, from State Wei to States Cao. Song, Chen,Cai
and Chu. But his advocations were adopted by none of the rulers of these states. In fact, he ran into snags and be foited evervwhere. In his old age. he ret-

wrned to the Lu State and concentrated on reviewing, finalizing, compiling and studing the books of Shishu, Rites and Music, the

Spring and  Autumn  and
9 A.C.. he died with his noble ideal unfulfilled. e was buried close to the Si

Yijing. On February 13, 47 River to the north of the City Lu.

During his lifetime, Confucius made great contributions to the mankind and left behind him a rich collection of cultural relics. He coliated cultural relics

and classics, dedicated himself to education. set a good example for the offsprings in learning knowledge with great eagerness, his meticulug scholarship and

the way in combining studing with thinking. His contribution also lies in the fact that he created Confu cianism. He adhered to the idea that the benevolent
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should fove the people, proposed the doctrine of the mean, persisted in ruling people by virtue and educating them by enlightenment. He opposed tyranny and
punishing and killing people wantonly. When Confucius was alive, he was not highly valued by the then rulers and neither was his Confucianism. But later,
the Han Dynasty dismissed all the other schools of thoughts only worshipped Confucianism. Ever since the Han, the ruling classes had constantly remoulded
Confucius’ thinkings and made the doctrine of Confucius and Mencius the orthodox in China's feudal society and Confucius was worshipped as the “Forefath-
er of the Supreme Sage with Great Achievement” and an “Exemplary Master of Virtue and Learning for Generations”.

In order to express the respect and cherish the memory of Confucius, from the Han Dynasty and on, people began to create the visible images of him.
[n 178. the Eastern Han had the Hong Dumen Academy set up in its capital and the academy drew pictures of Confucius and his 72 disciples. And the pict-
ure of Confucius paying visit to Lao Zi was also carved on the stones in Wu Liang Temple in Jiaxiang County. Shandong. fn the Confucian Temple in Qufu
there were pictures of Confucius with his two disciples standing in attendance with books i hands of the Northern Dynasty and Confucius followed by his
ten discinles of the Eastern Wei. In the Northern Song, there was added a copy of fellow-travellers, legendarily painted by Gu Kaizhi of the fin,  together
with the picture of miniature figure painted hy Wu Danzi of the Tang, picture of conducting lectures and the stone carving of Confucius being  the Minister
of Punishments. These are the forerunners of the “Pictures of the Sage's Traces”

“Pictures of the Sage's Traces” came into being approximately in the Ming. They appeared in coloured-painting, wood-carving and stone-engraving cop-
ies. This is a copy of the coloured one, painted on silk, with 36 pictures. which were mounted on paper book. Each page is 66.2cm wide and 1l.4cm  high.
with the pictures ranging from 57cm to 62cm in width and around 33cm in highness. The painters’ names were not given and with the author and the time
of painting and coping unknown. There are two postscripts coming before the pictures, one was written in 1729, and it says the book was made between
1465 —15035.

Among Qufu’s “Pictures of the Sage's Traces”, there are stone carvings with accurate date of the 20th year of the reign of Emperor Wan Li. According
to records, in Queli, there used to be many pictures of the Sage’s traces, they were scattered in all the wing rooms. In the 19th year of the reign of Empe-
ror Wanli, He Chuguang, Patroling Officer of Shandong, proposed that all the wood-carvings should be copied into the stone ones and he built up a Hall of
the Sage’s Pictures behind the Qin Hall. In the following year, Zhang Yingdeng, Depuiy Head of the Department of Justice in Shandong, came to Qufu, he
proposed more pictures about the Sage's activities should be included, thus enabling the number mounting to 112. Compared with the stone carving pictures,
the coloured “Pictures of the Sage's Traces” has only one extra picture. Apart from this, there are also some minor differences in some of them.The above-

mentioned shows that the coloured paintings and the stone carvings have a certain relationship in the same source. There are two possibilities: either they are




are copies of the wood carvings, collected in the ancient Confucian Temple or the coloured paintings are the master copies for the stone ones. But the stone
carvings can in no way be the master copies for the coloured paintings. The reasons as follows: 1. The stone carvings are more concentrated, for instan-
ce, " the picture "Being Ashamed of Travelling in the Same Carriage with People Who Didn’t Know the Rites Properly”, in the coloured paintings there are
two about the same subject, but in the stone carvings, it combined the two into one, and selected the scene in which Duke Ling travelled with his wife in

the same carriage, Confucius who was left behind and angrily getting on his carriage. intending to leave; 2. On each of the stone carving, there is a four-

character topic and it is more eye-catching; 3. For the stone carvings, each picture bears one topic, it is more logical. To illustrate, among the stone carvings,

there are three separate pictures: “Popularizing Adherences in Zhongdu”, “Killing Shao Zhengmao” and “Administering in the State of Lu”, but these three

appeared on the same picture in the coloured paintings. So we can comé to the conclusion that the coloured paintings should be earlier than the stone ones,

hence, the postscript is correct in saying that it came into existence during 1465 —1505.

The coloured “Pictures of the Sage's Traces” based mainly on “Shiji (Historical Records) & Kongzi Shijia (Confucius’ Family)” and the inscriptions are
also quoted from the original works and selected parts about the relauvely important conducts of Confucius in his lfetime. As the famous eveats of “Taking
Over the Three Cities by Rites”, "Reading the Classics Written on the Bamboo Slips so Often, That the Binding Threads were Broken for Three Times”.
“Comment on How Duke Mu Became Powerful”, “Travelling with Five Carriages Following”, and “Met by Duke Ling in the Suburhs™ are not reflected in
the pictures, that scems impossible. There is the great possibility that the original copy was not handed down completely and what we have today is only the
remnant copy.

The coloured paintings of “Pictures of the Sage's Traces” bear both the explanation and the assessment, but with no topics. For the convenience of kno-
wing its contents, we have added a topic to each picture by consulting the stone carvings. As long as there is a topic on the stone picture for the same
subject, then, it has been copied down. For those which are not named by the stone carvings, they have been named after the stories given in “Shiji & Kongzl
Shijia”. The original works were mounted and bound into one volume. Unfortunately, the volume was unbound and there is no way in knowing the original
sequence. The only solution is to arrange the pictures according to the order depicted in “Shiji & Kongzi Shijia”. There are five pictures which are not incl-
uded in “Shiji & Kongzi Shijia”, they are inserted according to the sequence of the stone carvings of “Pictures of the Sage’s Traces”.

“Pictures of the Sage’s Traces” is China's oldest picture-story book in existence today, which has laid stress on depicting people’s deeds with complete
plots. With both inscriptions and pictures, the book has summarized the major events and Confucius’ lifetime and it is a vivid annals of Confucius. The col

ured “Pictures of the Sage's Traces” is painted in bright colour, of exquisite painting skill and the figures are so vivid and lifelike. They are of relatively
high historical and artistic value.
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