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PREFACE
Au Ho-nien

Following the paintings of landscapes and portraits, artists
who ingeniously used methods of either impressionistic portrayal
or elaborate drawings had prought the paintings of flowers and
birds into full play since the Sung Dynasty. The variety
of forms created by a perfect skill called kou-feh and mo-hu,
a traditional Chinese school of painting resembling today's water
color, had laid a solid foundation way back in thousands of years
before. In the past four decades or so, Chang Shu-chi, endowed
with natural disposition and intelligence, has been  virtually con-
sidered the best painter of flowers and birds. His profound skili
and effort made in painting flowers and birds is unequalled by
any contemporary artists. By taking in what preceeding masters
did and by sketching from nature, Chang Shu-chi was capable of
depicting lively and vividly alli kinds of birds, and flowers, trees,
and rocks as well.

Chang Shu-chi, a native of Chekiang Province, was graduated
from Shanghai Art Academy. In his life he had taught art at
Amoy University and the National Central University. And with
a purpose to promote and create a new world of art, he founded
an art association called "Pai-She" together with some renowned
literati in the cultural and literary circle in Shanghai such as
Chu Wen-yun, Pan Tien-shou, Wu Fu-chih, and Chu Lo-shan,

Tracing the origin of his style, we can easily perceive Chang
Shu-chi had been greatly benefited by his comprehension of the
works of preceeding masters, The two artists in the late Ch'ing
Dynasty worth special mentioning are Wu Chang-shih and Chang
Shu-chi, both had been influenced by the works of Lhe all-round
talent Jen Po-nien. Wu Chang-shih was capable of using his calli-
graphic style, the seal style, to be applied in his paintings. In
fact, it was a method derived from Jen Po-nien. But Chang Shu-



chi not only succeeded in adopling the best of both Jen Po-nien's
and Wu Chang-shih's methods, but also intuitively comprehended
the method of coloring by Chu Chac and Chu Lien of the Lingnan
School.  Moreover, he also employed certain skills of Kao Chien-
fu and Kaoc Chi-feng, another two great artists of the Lingnan
School. His way of studying the ancient masters and his creativity
fully expressed his distinguished characteristics of being an artist,
They are something rare and valuable not often found nowadays.

Hsu Pei-hung once praised Chang Shu-chi’s painting of doves
as something that could never be surpassed by others. Though
some held different opinions, yet Chang Shu-chi did devote much
Ltime and energy Lo Lhe lask of sketching and making a huge
painting of one hundred doves, which was presented to U.5, Pres-
ident  Franklin  Roosevelt in 1943 after it had been exhibited in
the United States. His paintings of birds are really vivid and
life-like. Undoubtedly, nc words of praise or disparage will ever
affect the -achievements made by this remarkable artist who had
devoted his whole life to the work of art.

An album of some 40 paintings by Chang Shu-chi from the
collection of the Hwa Kang Museum is published by the Chinese
Culture University Press, 1t will be an album worth owning for
those who are interested in Chang's works and modern style of
Chinese painting. Though the inscriptions on some of his paintings
may have been added posthumously, that dees not matter much
to the original works. The paintings in themselves are superb.

(Translated into English by Professor Li Hsueh-ching)
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