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Message from the Party Secretary and the President

At the turn of the new century, mankind has turned a new leaf in history, and Xiamen University has reached
its 80th anniversary.

Xiamen University is an institute of higher learning that is the same age as the Communist Party of China.
In the past 80 years, it has shared a common fate with the motherland. It not only took an active part in the
bitter struggle for national independence and liberation, but also made great contributions to progress in science
and technology, economic construction and social development for the country. During the war time, Xiamen
University continued its operation in exile, and with great efforts, succeeded in making the university well-known
both in China and abroad. In the construction period since 1949, and since the implementation of the policies
of reform and opening to the outside world in 1980 in particular, Xiamen University has carried on Tan Kah
Kee's patriotic spirit as displayed through his generous donations to education, followed his motto to "Pursue
excellence, Strive for perfection," and made outstanding achievements by becoming a "key university that is
internationally influential, of high level, with a comprehensive range of disciplines, its own characteristic way

of operating the school, and a superior staff in basic research and teaching."

A fairly long history, rich experience thus accumulated, a characteristic way of operating the school, and
a fine tradition of teaching and learning are the fruit of hard work and the crystallization of the collective wisdom
of the people of Xiamen University. They are the rich and valuable spiritual heritage that will lead us to still
greater achievements. On this memorable occasion of its 80th anniversary, we are more proud and confident
than ever in looking towards the future.

We firmly believe that at its 100th anniversary 20 years from now, Xiamen University will have become a

university of even higher level, greater strength, and more vitality, standing proudly in the East of the world .
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n both in Chma and abroad At present it has 14,244 full-time students of all levels on campus.

\ The university now has a Graduate School and 52 sections for undergraduates contained within 33 departments
and 16 colleges. It confers doctoral degrees in 7 general subjects and 59 specific subjects; it confers masters' degrees
in over 108 subjects. The university has 7 disciplines designated as the state key disciplines, 6 post-doctoral research
stations, 4 sections designated as national centers for education, and 4 national key research centers in humanities
and social sciences. During the 9th 5-Year Plan, the university had 8 disciplines listed among the national key

construction items of "Project 211" and 10 disciplines were listed as key disciplines in Fujian province.

Xiamen University currently has a teaching and administrative staff of 3,200 members, of whom 1,314 are full-
time teachers and 350 are professional researchers. The average age of the staff is 41. Among the full-time teachers
and researchers, 739 are below the age of 40, accounting for 56%; 275 hold Ph.D degrees, accounting for 21%;
580 have master degrees, accounting for 44%; 282 are professors and 511 are associate professors; there are 7
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and ministerial levels. The umversnty has also paid great aﬂent’ ion to hig _
production. In humanities and social sciences, Xiamen University won over 460 awalzﬂ's at the statt
and ministerial levels in the 8th and 9th Five-Year Plans.

The university has made great efforts in promoting international and regional academic exchanges. It has
made many successful interuniversity exchange and cooperation programs with universities in Japan, Southeast
Asian and European countries. The university has also made good use of its regional and socio-cultural advantages
in promoting the exchange with Taiwan. In fact, it becomes one of the universities in mainland China most actively

engaged in educational, scientific, technological, and cultural exchanges with Taiwan.
At present, Xiamen University is making big strides towards its goal of building a " key high-level university

well-known both in China and abroad".







