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ABSTRACT

Since China’s accession to the WTO, Guizhou tourism industry has developed
rapidly and has become one of the fastest-growing industries in Guizhou. In 2006
Guizhou Province achieved total tourism earnings of 38.705 billion Yuan, accounting
for 17.13% of its GDP. However, foreign exchange earnings from international
tourism were only US$115 million. Guizhou’s international tourism in services trade
has started from a lower level and grown slowly, lagging far behind its neighboring
provinces. Obviously, the development of Guizhou’s international trade in tourism
services is not in conformity with the goal of “building a major tourism province”. To
some extent, the development of Guizhou’s international tourism in services trade has
been intentionally or unintentionally ignored. In the meantime, Guizhou’s foreign
trade has been relatively backward, with a monotonous structure of export commodity,
raw materials as its main exports, low techniéal -content and added value, and
negligible export trade in services. The development of Guizhou’s international
tourism in services trade can not only gain foreign exchange earnings and remedy its
deficit in services trade, but also avoid trade barriers and alleviate international trade
friction.

China’s “11th Five-Year period” plan and its “11th Five-Year period” plan for
tourism both give priority to the development of tourism. In April 2007 China
National Tourism Administration promulgated the “Guidelines on vigorously
developing inbound tourism”, and pointed out that the current domestic and
international situation brings new opportunities to developing inbound tourism.

Therefore, study on the development of Guizhou’s international tourism in
services trade is undoubtedly of great practical significance in promoting and
enhancing the overall level of Guizhou tourism, publicizing the whole image of
Guizhou tourism, upgrading Guizhou’s internationalization level especially in
Guiyang, improving trade structure, promoting economic and trade development,
gradually changing the backward situation in Guizhou’s foreign trade.

The full thesis is divided into six parts. The first part is the preamble, including
the research background and significance, the literature reviewed, research methods
and basic ideas.

The second part is the development and rules of international tourism in services

trade, including the development status of international tourism in trade services and
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the development trend, and briefly introduces the “General Agreement on Trade in
Services” (GATS), and China's WTO accession commitments in trade in services.

The third part analyses Guizhou's resources advantages and the main industries,
and illustrates that the development of tourism trade in services is practically
reasonable. »

The fourth, fifth and sixth part are the core parts of this thesis. The fourth part
presents a vertical and horizontal comparison of the development of Guizhou’s
international tourism in services trade, and concludes that the conditions for
vigorously developing Guizhou’s international trade in tourism services are basically
mature.

The fifth part demonstrates some problems and deep-rooted obstacles to the
development of Guizhou’s trade in tourism services, and the sixth part suggests the
countermeasures for the problems and obstacles.

The main point and the innovation of this thesis are: defining the concept on
tourism in services trade and international tourism in services trade; establishing a
long-term development strategy of Guizhou’s international tourism, giving priority to
the development of Guizhou’s international tourism in services trade and upgrading
the internationalization level of Guizhou province, in particular Guiyang City; taking
the development of international tourism as a turning point and seeking a new growth
point of Guizhou’s foreign trade. In essence, to promote the development of Guizhou
international tourism, we must speed up reform of tourism management system and
transform the management pattern gradually from the government dominated model

to a market-oriented model with government guidance.

Key words: international trade in tourism services;

inbound tourism; countermeasures.
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