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FOREWORD

For some years the need has been felt for a Dictionary of
Christian Biography for the use of preachers and theologmaﬁ
students, and readers interested in the history of the C hristian
church. This book is an attempt to supply that need, gl\ring?
- brief accounts of most of the notable men and women wh
have in various ways made significant contributions to the
Christian and religious life of mankind.

As a work closely related to Church history this dictie
. ary emphasises the labours of Christian missionaries, a

the notable missionaries to China. It also gives prominen
to the work of native preachers and evangelists who ha
taken a noble part in building up the church in this countr

In order to obtain the necessary information, an
proach was made to all the churches and miss
organizations in China requesting them to render suc
The response however was disappointing, but this
probably owing to the outbreak of the Sino-Japanese
Just when the project was being launched, a few of
Mission Boards sent accounts of their workers, mos
which have been used. It may be there is room for
in the inclusion of these accounts, on the grounds
inadequate sense of proportion, both in undue le
description and importance of the subject. But this at|
gives the Chinese a place amongst their foreign co

At first it was thought that this book might be simi
size to the Dictionary of the Bible and the Dictionary of
and the Gospels, but the events of the past year or
made that project inadvisable. It has become i
evident that a work 6n a somewhat reduced scale
more acceptable, and could be issued ina handier £
. the use of students.



One of the problems of the present time is the standard-
ization of proper names, and the translation of religious and
theological terms. Little has been done in this direction. A
few years ago a committee of the Lutheran Church in
Central China undertook this task, and the results of their
work were published by the Lutheran Board of Publication,
Hankow, under the title of a Dictionary of Religious Names and
Terms. As this was the production of united effort, and the
best of its kind in existence, the author adopted its findings.
In many cases where a name was not to be found, the
Proper- Names with Standard Chinese Equivalents, published
by the Commercial Press was followed. Severe criticism
of the Lutheran Church's publication is not justified, for no
one else has made the attempt to standardize Christian
names or find adequate equivalents for religious terms.

All the biographical sketches in this book have been
specially written and are not mere translations from any
foreign work. A few articles written in English by the Rev.
A. 1. Garnier and the Rev. . F. P. Scholes have been
translated. These bear the initifils of these writers.

The author is deeply conscious of the limitations of this
effort but sends it forth in the hope that it will prove useful,
and also that it may form the nucleus of a larger work in
the future.
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