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AN DUTSTANDING EXAMPLE OF THEATRICAL ART
ON REVOLUTIONARY. CONTEMPORARY THEMES

Peking Opera
SHACHIAPANG

Synopsis:
The action takes place during the War of Resistance Against
Japan.

Shachiapang is a village in the Yangtse River Valley.

Afler a circuitous battle with the enemy, 2 unit of the New
Fourth Army withdraws from the Changshu area, leaving behind
eighteen wounded soldiers headed by Palitical [nstructor Kuo
Chien-kuang.  Sister Ah-ching, an underground Party member, is
responsible for hiding them in the homes of the revolutionary
villagers of Shachiapang, where they are to recuperate. The
soldiers live and fight with the masses and forge the closest ties of
friendship with them.

The Japanese invaders tauynch a frenzied mopping-up cam-
paign.  Acting on their instructions, Hu Chuan-kuei and Tiao
Teh-yi, commanders of the reactionary “Loval and Just National
Salvation Army” which pretends to resist Jipan while in fact
opposing the Communists, try by every means to capture the
wotmided men.

Led by their Political Instructor Kuo, the wounded men hide
in the marshes. Thev lose touch with the villagers and run out of
food and medicine. However, bearing in mind Chairmag Mao’s
teachings, they analyse the enemv situation and hold out against
greaf odds, like pine frees in a storm.,
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Sister Ah-ching runs 2 tea-house as cover for her liaison
work. By relying on the leadership of the Party and the help of
the masses, she vtilizes the contradictions among the enemy camp
to carry out a courageous amd skilful struggle and finally succeeds
in removing the eighteen woumded soldiers to safety,

Finding the wounded men out of their clutches, Hu and Tiao
in their fury put some of the revolutionary villagers to torture, and
interrogate Aunt Sha in Sister Ah-ching’s presence, in an attempt
to break up the Party organization in Shachiapzug.  Undaunted
by persecution, Aunt Sha dencurices the enemy, By camoutlaging
each other, she and sister Ah-ching foil the enemy’s plot,

The main force of the New Fourth Army unit launches an
attack on Shachiapang., The eighteen men, their wounds healed,
form a shock platoon to coordinate with the main force and
capture the Japanese and puppet commanders,

The bright syn rises in the east; the red flags flutter in the
breeze. Shachiapang is once more in the hands of the people.
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