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Preface

Great attention has been paid to the river sedimentation problem
and in recent years several international meetings have been organized
by variocus agencies. An Internaticnal Symposium on River Mechanics
took place in January 1973 in Bangkok, Thailand. In May of the same
year the Subcammittee on Hydrology of the National Research Council,
Canada sponsored a meeting on Fluvial Processes and Sedimentation at
the University of Alberta. Seminars on the Hydraulics of Alluvial
Streams and Alluvial River Problems were held in India in January 1973
and March 1980 respectlvely. The International Symposium on River
Sedimentation held in Beijing from March 24 to 29, 1980 was the first
international meeting organized by the Chinese Society of Hydraulic
Engineering since the founding of New China. This Symposium was
jointly sponscred by the Chinese Society of Hydraulic Engineering and
the Chinese National Cammittee for the IHP and with the support of °
UNESCO. We are pleased to have had a chance to present our achieve—
ments in this field, ard we welcome heartily the opportunity to learn
much fraom the experiences of our foreign colleages.

The five themes selected for this Symposium represent the five
important phases of the river sedimentation problems. Some of the
concepts introduced by the Chinese scholars, based on the specific
characteristics of rivers in China, such as the mechanics of hyper-
concentrated flow, the long-term capacity of reservoirs, and the
enormous differences between the channel patterns of braided and wan-
dering streams, may perhaps be of special interest to our friends
abroad. The introduction of these new concepts greatly enriches the
content of river sedimentation engineering. On the other hand,
topics such as the transport theory of total load, the simulation of
unsteady flow, and the behavior of mud in estuaries and along sea
coasts as discussed by our foreign guests represent some of the main
trends of research in our time. Such contacts and technical exchanges
between scientists fram different countries will undoubtedly pramote
our mutual understanding and common enterprise. _

The publication of the Proceedings of the Symosium marks the
begmnlng of friendly exchanges between Chinese and foreign scholars
and engineers. We are looking: forward to a rapid development of such
cooperation and a great advance in our fields of common interest.

Qian Ning (Ning Chien)
Vice-Chairman of Sedimentation Committee
Chinese Socciety of Hydraulic Engineering

Qinghuayuan, Beijing, China
May 26, 1980
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