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Cultural Studies of Leizhou Stone Dogs
Lin Tao
( College of Humanities and Law, South China Agricultural University,Guangzhou 510642, China)

Abstract

In history, Leizhou became the meeting place of Chu-Yue culture, indigenous culture,
Southern-Min culture, marine culture and the Central Plains culture. The diversity of multi-
cultures formed a unique local cultural --- Leizhou culture. Leizhou stone dogs and the
worship of the stone dogs formed Leizhou stone dog culture. Stone dog culture is a typical
branch of Leizhou culture. Leizhou stone dogs are the complex phenomena of the totem
worship of the ancient Yue ethnic. They are the result of multi-ethnic faith of ancient
Leizhou. The technique and art of carving were carried on from generation to generation and
continuously displayed the progress and wisdom. In North China, there are* Xi'an terra-cotta
warriors” while in the south there are “Leizhou stone dogs”. Xi'an terra-cotta Warriors and
Horses form the cultural wonders of the time while the Leizhou stone dogs record the
flowing of historical and cultural trajectory. Leizhou stone dogs are the national intangible
cultural heritage and they are the carriers of valuable non-material cultural heritage too.

Throughout the ages, near village houses, tunnel walls, temples, ancestral halls, fields
and cemeteries, on the bridges on the red earth of Leizhou Peninsula ,quietly stood tens of
thousands of stone guarding dogs. Ri, Yao, Tong, Dong, Liao, Li --- the ancient Leizhou
indigenous people faced the harsh natural environment and they were ignorant of the
agricultural production. They turned into spiritual force --- totem worship for the survival
and development. The dog became their most representative totem animal. They used stone-
carved image of a dog and worshiped it.

Leizhou stone dog evolution and social development are inseparable. During the 2000
years of feudal times in Leizhou, agriculture developed step by step --- the fire till and water
Nou in the Qin and Han Dynasties, iron tools and cattle plowing in the Sui and Tang
dynasties, the deep plowing and integration used in the farming of the Song and Yuan
dynasties, the scientific and complex development in the Ming and Qing dynasties. From
extensive to intensive development of agricultural production is the trajectory of the
agriculture in Leizhou. The characteristics of Leizhou agricultural history created the unique
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Leizhoux-‘ «Rwas in the long history of the development of agriculture in Leizhou that

the Leizhou stone dog culture came into being and evolved.

In this paper, historical and cultural features of Leizhou agricultural history are
examined: giving the proof to the viewpoint that the origin of the stone dogs was the totem;
searchmg for the origin for the carving of stone dogs; laying emphasis on the worship, carving

technique, fashion, cultural essence, the evolution of Leizhou stone dogs developed from
totem worship to bringing good fortune, and then to the safe-guards, then to the pets, the whole
course of evolution is expressed. From the historical background, totem culture, the figuring
art, crafts, rural folk customs, the characteristics of Leizhou stone dogs are studied. There are
six methods for determining the time of the stone dogs. Leizhou stone dogs have the following
six values: historical value, cultural value, artistic value, economic value, symbolic value, the
multiple values.

Leizhou stone dogs and stone dog worship culture has close relationship with  the
ancient ancestors of the ethnic composition of Leizhou, containing the ancient folk belief of
the  minority in ancient Leizhou, which changed along with the historical evolution of
Leizhou .This thesis specially collected folklores about Leizhou stone dogs as supporting
materials of stone dog beliefs. Although these legends contain the doctrinal and idealist
thought, they are very helpful in searching for the belief genes of the stone cultural.

The main measures of strengthening the conservation of the stone dogs are as following:
the original ecological protection, conservation in the museums and scenic protection of
collections. From the viewpoints of agricultural history, ethnology and archeology, only the
original ecological protection can maintain the original culture of stone dogs. In this thesis, for
the premise of protection of cultural relics, from the integration of resources, cultural tourism,
product development, industrial services, putting forward the concept of cultural development
of stone dogs, in order to stimulate cultural and economic potential of the stone dogs.Speeding
up the forming of “southern terracotta of warriors and horses” --- “Leizhou stone dog” and the
State Masterpieces of the Intangible Cultural Heritage --- “Leizhou stone dog worship” ,the
signal of the local history and culture.

Key words: Leizhou Stone dog, Origin, Folk custom, Protection & employment
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